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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING
THE FEDERACIÓN ARGENTINA DE MUNICIPIOS (FAM

This document was prepared by the Office for the Summits Process to provide information on the Federación Argentina de Municipios (FAM) [Argentine Federation of Municipalities], a civil society entity.  It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.
1. Background


The Federación Argentina de Municipios (FAM) was founded in 1997 and has its headquarters in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  It is a nonprofit organization comprised of 2,200 municipalities whose aim is the promotion of democracy and strengthening of governance.

The FAM seeks to encourage the continuous exchange of information, documents, and experience in all areas involving municipal administration, seeking cooperation and support from provincial, national, and international organs and programs.
The FAM is governed by a Board of Directors composed of municipal officials. The group evaluates projects for municipal public works and carries out programs and actions to strengthen municipal management and local development.
The FAM has worked in joint projects with the Federación Latinoamericana de Ciudades, Municipios y Asociaciones [Latin American Federation of Cities, Municipalities, and Associations] (FLACMA), the Fundación Centro de Educación a Distancia para el Desarrollo Económico y Tecnológico [Foundation of the Distance Learning Center for Economic and Technological Development] (CEDDET), the National University of Quilmes (UNQ), the Dirección Nacional de la Juventud [National Youth Office] (DINAJU), and the Sistema de Información Geográfica [Geographical Information System], among others.
The FAM receives most of its funding from member dues and income from seminars. The federation also receives support from the Hanns Seidel Foundation and the Argentine national government.

The FAM filed its application with the OAS on March 15, 2006.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:



Federación Argentina de Municipios (FAM)
Address of headquarters:
Buenos Aires, Argentina

Telephone:


(5411) 48165653

Fax:



(5411) 48165653

E-mail:



fam@interserver.com.ar

Internet address:

http://www.fam-online.org 
Director General:

Julio César Pereyra

Date established:

April 23, 1997

3. Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities


The primary areas of activity of the Federación Argentina de Municipios (FAM) are the promotion and development of democratic, autonomous, and fair local governments.  The main concern is the strengthening of democracy in Argentina.  The specific activities it carries out that may be related to OAS activities include:

· Promote cooperation and work with governmental and nongovernmental organizations in all matters related to the strengthening of local autonomy;

· Promote Latin American integration from the municipal perspective, encouraging cooperation, formation of sister city pairs, and intercity solidarity;

· Promote efficiency and transparency in local governments, associations of municipalities, and municipal entities based on democratic principles and social equity;

· Promote new forms of linkage and cooperation between the municipal public sector and other social actors, such as intermediary bodies, professional associations, universities and educational institutions, private enterprise, nongovernmental and community organizations to promote activities of benefit to the local community.

4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

The FAM functions through programs for training, publications, research, congresses, and seminars for Argentine local governments and municipal institutions. Among the organization’s contributions that could be of interest to the OAS are: 

· Channeling of technical, financial, human, and physical resources for the benefit of Argentine local governments and municipal institutions; 

· Carrying out research on municipal public administration, public policy, local planning, decentralization, privatization and concession of public services, municipal budget management, productive local economic activities, and the design of social policies in the areas of education, public health, habitat, sanitation, environment and ecology, community organization and involvement, employment and jobs, and cultural development; 

· Establishment of and funding from foundations, institutes, centers for studies, or other organizations to promote studies, research, programs, projects, and activities on municipal and local topics;

· Promotion of sharing expertise among local governments, associations of municipalities, and Argentine municipal institutions. 

5. OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support


The Federación Argentina de Municipios (FAM) feels that it can support the work of the OAS in the following ways.

· Assist the Office for the Promotion of Democracy of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs in the design and implementation of mechanisms to promote democratic governments with the participation of civil society. 

· Cooperate with the Office for the Promotion of Democracy of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs to develop strategies and educational programs to promote the Inter-American Democratic Charter and encourage democratic values in the member states.

· Work with the Office for the Promotion of Democracy of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs to strengthen the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government and Citizen Participation (RIAD). 

· Assist the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development with the design and implementation of mechanisms to disseminate information on democratic practices and values in the community. 

6. Documents submitted by the CSO
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General, March 15, 2006

· Articles of Establishment of the Federación Argentina de Municipios (FAM)
· Statutes of the FAM

· Mission statement
· Financial statement for 2004 (audited by Salvador Omar Roson, CPA)

· Certificate of incorporation of the FAM

· Annual report of activities carried out by the FAM in 2005

· Plan of action of the FAM, which includes the strategic profile and activities planned for 2006

· Letter from the Permanent Mission of Argentina to the General Secretariat of the OAS, dated March 27, 2006.
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