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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING ACCIÓN ECUMÉNICA

This document was prepared by the Summits Department to provide information on Acción Ecuménica (Ecumenical Action). 

It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.
1.
Background


Acción Ecuménica is a nonprofit, nondenominational Christian-inspired civil society organization. It was established in 1977 and is based in Caracas, Venezuela. Its mission is to provide help to the community in the areas of health, education, and the promotion of integral development.
It operates a health center, staffed by a team of medical, educational, and social workers, for the inhabitants of the various neighborhoods that make up La Pastora parish and the entire Caracas metropolitan area. 

Acción Ecuménica focuses primarily on educational activities and offers courses and workshops on integral health, professional training, and the promotion of culture and sports. It has been involved in the creation and consolidation of communication instruments, products, and procedures to raise levels of community awareness and training. 

It carries out these activities thanks to the donations it receives from the individuals and the national and international public and private entities that contribute to its projects.  Part of its income also comes from the sale of publications and information brochures. 


Acción Ecuménica submitted its application on July 1, 2005.

2.

Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:



Acción Ecuménica
Address of head office:

Calle Norte 10, San Vicente a Medina, num. 139




Apartado Postal 6314 (Carmelitas) – Caracas 1010-A Venezuela

Telephone:


58- 212-860-1548
Fax:



58- 212-861-1196
E-mail address:


eku@cantv.net
Website:


www.accionekumene.org.ve
Director General:

José Manuel Larreal
Date established: 

March 19, 2000
3.
Primary areas of activity of CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

The objective of Acción Ecuménica is to promote the progress and well-being of individuals and their environment by working directly with the community and supporting endogenous and sustainable development. Among its activities, the following are related to the work of the OAS:

· Encouraging responsible individual behavior in the community by means of educational initiatives.

· Enhancing care for persons with HIV/AIDS, increasing their access to health services, and working in the area of training and education on the various forms of prevention of this disease.

· Encouraging social advancement and promoting access to decent, nondiscriminatory jobs through job training programs.

· Promoting culture and sports as alternative activities for young people from vulnerable and at-risk sectors.

4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Acción Ecuménica carries out its activities by providing assistance in the areas of health, education, and social work. It addresses the problems that hamper integral community development, by means of training, courses, and publications.  Noteworthy among its contributions that may be of interest to the OAS are:
· Promotion of education projects for the personal and social development of the most vulnerable sectors of society. 
· Establishment of a comprehensive health center for the care and monitoring of persons with HIV/AIDS.

· Organization of workshops and meetings and preparation of publications for children and youths, and promotion of campaigns to address the problems that have the greatest impact on at-risk sectors of the population.

· Development of job skills by means of workshops designed to promote women’s participation in the workforce. 
5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

Acción Ecuménica considers that the social welfare assistance it provides to poor, marginalized communities can buttress the activities carried out by the diverse OAS agencies and dependencies.  It could support their work as follows:

· Collaboration in the drafting and subsequent implementation of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action by sharing their objectives of eliminating the poverty, inequity, and social exclusion that affect the integral development and good governance of the countries of the Hemisphere.

· Support for the work of the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN) through the exchange of information and experience on matters pertaining to child development, and the provision of advisory services on the implementation of child-related policies.


· Collaboration with the Inter-American Committee on Social Development in strengthening social dialogue, defining policy, and developing cooperation activities, in particular those designed to combat poverty and discrimination.

· Cooperation with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) by promoting and protecting women’s rights and ensuring their full access, on an equal footing, to civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights.

· Collaboration in drafting the future Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, by making suggestions and comments to the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Convention.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS, dated July 1, 2005

· Report on the financial statements audited as of December 31, 2003 (Costeros-Villasana-Salas Associados) and financial trial balance sheet issued on February 22, 2005
· Articles of Incorporation and Statute of the civil society association Acción Ecuménica 
· Documents registering the minutes of the General Assembly of May 21, 2003

· Detailed notes on the draft “Atención psicosocial y de prevención del VIH-SIDA” (Psychosocial and HIV/AIDS preventive care)
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