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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING ALTERNATIVA BOLIVARIANA PARA LAS AMÉRICAS (Bolivarian Alternative for Latin America and the Caribbean - ALBA)

This document was prepared by the Summits Department to provide information on the Bolivarian Alternative for Latin America and the Caribbean - ALBA.

It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities (CP/RES. 759 (1217/99). 
1.
Background

Alternativa Bolivariana para las Américas is a nongovernmental non-profit organization based in Caracas, Venezuela.  It was founded in 2004 to promote and publicize an integration model for Latin America and the Caribbean. ALBA focuses on promoting opportunities for dialogue and the implementation of socio-economic integration programs and projects.


ALBA works with community organizations, civil associations, educational institutions, social movements, political parties, forums, government agencies, and communities, as well as other bodies. ALBA has taken part in meetings on social economy, education, social movements, parliamentary issues, indigenous and rural farmer affairs, small and medium-sized entrepreneurs, and on human rights.


ALBA comprises 34 working groups in different countries in Latin America and the Caribbean, which examine and analyze socio-economic integration proposals.


ALBA has worked together with both the public and the private sector and has formed partnerships with the Latin American Parliament, the Andean Parliament, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Venezuela, and Empresarios por Venezuela.

It filed its application with the OAS on July 1, 2005.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:
Alternativa Bolivariana para las Américas [Bolivarian Alternative for Latin America and the Caribbean] (ALBA)

Address of head office:

Centro Plaza, Torre C, Piso 15-Of. 15,

Urb. Los Palos Grandes, 

Caracas, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

Telephone:


58 (212) 9056052

Fax:



58 (212) 9055999

E-mail address:


albapresidencial@yahoo.com

Director General:

Carmen Jacqueline Giménez Tellería
Date established: 

May 31, 2004

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

ALBA’s primary areas of activity are promotion and development of a peaceful democratic culture focusing on integration in Latin America and the Caribbean, through exchanges of ideas and implementation of social, economic, and cultural development projects; eradication of extreme poverty; education; combating corruption; employment generation; and elimination of discrimination for reasons of gender or race. Activities of ALBA that could be related to those of the OAS include:

· Contribution to the generation of democratic proposals involving citizen participation in areas such as socio-economic development.

· Promotion and development of democratic values and institutions by means of support for dialogue, the exchange of information, and the establishment of various cooperative ties between academic institutions, nongovernmental organizations, and regional and international organizations. 

· The design and execution of technical cooperation projects, support for exchanges of information on sustainable development in the region, and the promotion of new forms of cooperation among member states, the private sector, and civil society.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

ALBA conducts its activities by means of training programs, publications, research, and participation in consultations at the national and international levels. Noteworthy among its contributions that may be of interest to the OAS are:

· Implementation of administration and institution-building programs that include project identification, preparation, and management.

· Holding of national seminars on democracy and gender, and the establishment of communication and participation networks among civil society organizations working to defend human, political, and citizens’ rights.

· Organization of community meetings, international conferences, and forums aimed at creating opportunities for dialogue in society to link the different areas and topics involved in integration. 

· Preparation of studies and conclusions regarding the dominant political and social systems in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

· The establishment of civil society round table working groups to facilitate the exchange of experiences in Latin America with socio-economic integration. 

· Establishment of regional and municipal accession and training centers to handle requests for registration and contribution to the different sectors in the national and international community interested in joining the cooperation network.

· Promotion of cooperation mechanisms for access to science and technology as important phases in the formation of knowledge-based societies.

· Drafting of papers illustrating alternative ways of eradicating poverty, corruption, and discrimination. 

5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

ALBA considers that its close ties with community organizations and with local, national, and international networks and its participation in national and regional consultation processes can contribute to the activities carried out by the various OAS bodies and offices.  It could, for instance, support the work of the OAS as follows:

· Assist the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in the design of programs to educate and inform women, adolescents, and girls concerning integration and solidarity aimed at eliminating gender-based discrimination. 

· Conduct research and exchange experiences related to the development of programs for children in Venezuela and in the Americas and support the work of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN).

· Develop and implement programs and research projects to strengthen the protection and promotion of human rights in the Americas and support the work of the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).

· Work with the Department for the Promotion of Democracy of the OAS Secretariat for Political Affairs in the development of educational strategies and programs to promote and publicize the Inter-American Democratic Charter and foster democratic values in the member states.

· Facilitate studies and coordinated interaction proposals among countries with a view to creating a development and continuous employment network for the Department of Sustainable Development and the Division of Social Development and Labor of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development.

· Support the Program for the Promotion of Leadership and Democratic Citizenship of the Office for the Promotion of Democracy (OPD) of the OAS Department of Democratic and Political Affairs in designing and implementing mechanisms for developing and strengthening democratic practices and values among the citizens of the Americas.

· Assist the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the OAS with implementing and following up on draft resolution on “2006: Inter-American Year of the Fight against Corruption.” 

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS dated July 11, 2005

· Charter of Alternativa Bolivariana para las Américas
· Statutes of Alternativa Bolivariana para las Américas
· Letter addressed to the Director of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat certifying that Alternativa Bolivariana para las Américas was not economically active between May 31, 2004 and May 31, 2005 (Certified and signed by certified public accountant No. 15.328)

· Database of projects proposed by Alternativa Bolivariana para las Américas
· 2004 Annual Report of Alternativa Bolivariana para las Américas
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