PAGE  


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CISC-227/06


29 March 2006
COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT
Original: English

AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION


IN OAS ACTIVITIES

APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF

THE GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY

ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]
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ANALYSIS OF THE ELEMENTS RELATED TO THE PARTICIPATION OF THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF COMMISIONERS ON UNIFORM STATE LAWS (NCCUSL) IN THE REGISTRATION PROCESS OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Department to provide Member States with information on National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws (NCCUSL) pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities”.  The document contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation presented by National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws (NCCUSL), in accordance with the aforementioned guidelines.
1.
Background
The National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws (NCCUSL) is a nonprofit organization working toward the enactment in state legislatures of uniform and model laws on subjects where uniformity is applicable.  The mentioned organization was founded in 1892, with the goal to amend the legal difficulties that result from wide variations in state laws within the United States of America.  The organization has its headquarters in Chicago, Illinois.
The mission of the NCCUSL is to provide states with legislation that promotes clarity and stability to important areas of state statutory law.  The NCCUSL works to facilitate economic development and the provision of a legal platform for foreign entities that deal with U.S. citizens and businesses.
The NCCUSL is comprised of state commissioners that have been determined by different methods of appointments and number of appointees by each state.  The NCCUSL holds over 300 uniform law commissioners, which must be members of the bar, including but not limited to state legislators, judges, law professors and other practitioners. 
The NCCUSL is responsible for the creation of the Uniform Commercial Code, which provides a comprehensive legal solution to major commercial projects.  The Uniform Commercial Code has been enacted across the country since 1954. 
The NCCUSL is mostly funded by appropriations provided from the states within the United States of America.  It also receives funds from associations such as the American Bar Association, the American Association of Matrimonial Lawyers, the American College of Mortgage Attorneys, the American College of Real Estate Lawyers, the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel, the American Law Institute, the Community Associations Institute, Ohio State University, and the Uniform Law Foundation.
The NCCUSL submitted its application on November 15, 2005.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment

 

Name:


National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws (NCCUSL)
Address:

211 E. Ontario Street, Suite 1300
Chicago, Illinois
Telephone:

312-915-0195
Fax:


312-915-0187
Website:

www.nccusl.org
Email:


nccusl@nccusl.org
Director:

Howard J. Swibel
Date established:
1892
3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

The main objective of NCCUSL is to promote uniformity in areas of statutory law of the states. The NCCUSL is currently working in areas such as commercial law, family law, the law of probates and states, the law of business organizations, and health law.  The NCCUSL shares the goals of the Organization of American State to defend democracy, protect human rights, enforce security, fight corruption and combat illegal drugs.  The NCCUSL works to:
· Promulgate uniform and model laws addressing human rights with national and international organizations;
· Promote democratic values and strengthening the federal system by providing rules and procedures that are consistent among the states within the United States of America;
· Collaborate in the fortification of the international system by developing consistent standards that are conducive to trade and international relations;
· Create uniform laws for the protection of individuals, including laws protecting victims of crime and enforcing interstate domestic orders against violence as well as family support and child custody orders;
· Promote equal access to the justice system regardless of where the crime or abuse was committed; and
· Propose new mechanisms to protect human rights and help to strengthen the inter-American system.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

The NCCUSL considers that its participation in the activities of the OAS can contribute to advance the harmonization of legal frameworks and the growth of trade.  The NCCUSL believes it has the organizational ability and academic and political resources to contribute to the accomplishment of the goals of the OAS:
· Gather information and comments on a particular subject or issue, and prepare reports and recommendations with legal expertise;
· Generate spaces for civil society, scholars, and experts to engage in debates on issues that merit drafting of uniform statutes;
· Merge existing networks of scholars, experts, and civil society in the legal field to the broader network of international actors; and
5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

The NCCUSL offers to support the efforts of the OAS by collaborating with academic experience and legal expertise.  To this end, the NCCUSL can support the work of the OAS in the following areas: 

· Provide relevant research and studies on juridical issues related to the integration of the developing countries of the Hemisphere, and the possibility of attaining uniformity in their legislation to the Inter-American Juridical Committee;
· Promote the protection of human rights through follow-up and support for the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights;
· Support the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council (CAJP) in the areas of human rights, the administration of justice, and international law, through reports and research;
· Support to the Department of the Promotion of Democracy with assistance and cooperation in developing standards for equal access to the judicial system in the United States; and
· Collaborate with the Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism (CICTE) in formulating proposals to assist Member States in drafting appropriate counterterrorism legislation.
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General (dated November 8, 2005).
· Official name, address, and the date of establishment

· Statutes and charter.
· 2004 annual report.
· Institutional mission, vision, and values statement

· 2004-2005 financial statements (audited by Ostrow Reisin Berk & Abrams, Ltd. Certified public accountants)
· Publication “A Guide to Uniform and Model Acts” published by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws (NCCUSL)
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