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ANALYSIS OF THE ELEMENTS RELATED TO THE PARTICIPATION OF THE OPEN SOCIETY INSTITUTE (OSI) IN THE REGISTRATION PROCESS OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Department to provide Member States with information on the Open Society Institute (OSI) pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities”.  The document contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation presented by the Open Society Institute (OSI), in accordance with the aforementioned guidelines.
1.
Background

The Open Society Institute (OSI) is a private operating and grant-making foundation established in New York, USA in 1993.  The OSI aims to influence public policy in order to promote democratic governance, human rights, and economic, legal, and social reforms.  Its head office is located in New York, New York, United States of America. 

The OSI undertakes activities in the following thematic areas: children and youth, gender equity, economic development, good governance, public health and education, strengthening civil society, economic reform, defending human rights, justice, legal reform, media and communications, and arts and culture.  The OSI carries out initiatives in Europe, Africa, Mongolia, Southeast Asia, Turkey, USA, and Latin America and the Caribbean.  The OSI’s initiatives address specific issue areas on a regional or network-wide basis around the world.  Most OSI initiatives are administered by OSI-New York or OSI-Budapest and implemented in cooperation with the Soros Foundations located in various countries and regions.


In Latin America and the Caribbean, the OSI works closely with two national Soros Foundations in Haiti and Guatemala - Fondation Connaissance et Liberte, and Fundación Soros-Guatemala - as well as OSI’s Latin American Program.  The Latin America Program is coordinated in Washington, DC; it provides OSI’s grant-making activities in the regions, acts as a liaison for the Soros Foundations in Guatemala and Haiti, and conducts policy work in Washington, DC.  The Latin America Program focuses on strengthening democratic institutions, ensuring international support for OSI goals, and promoting transparency and accountability.

The Open Society Institute provides grants to support specific initiatives to individuals, national foundations and other organizations, and US public charities.  OSI receives the majority of its funding from contributions received from its donor and Chairman, George Soros, and from non-profit corporations and charitable trusts he founded.  The OSI also receives contributions from agencies of the United States Federal Government.

The OSI has cooperated with the Organization of American States (OAS) in several initiatives, including with the Summits of the Americas Department in the implementation of the Inter-American Civil Society Partnership Initiative.  OSI signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and jointly funded activities and projects with this and other bodies of the United Nations (UN), and other international institutions, such as the World Bank and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS.  The OSI also collaborates with national government aid agencies, including the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), national governments in several countries in which Soros Foundations carry out activities, private foundations, and institutions that administer assistance funds obtained from their governments. 

The Open Society Institute applied for registration with the OAS on October 5, 2005.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment
Name:


Open Society Institute (OSI)
Address:

400 West 59th Street



New York, New York 10019



United States of America
Telephone:

212-548-0650
Fax:


212-548-4646
E-mail:


info@osi-dc.org
Website:

www.soros.org
President/CEO:

Aryeh Neier
Contact Person:

George Vickers



Director, Latin America Program
Date established:
1993
3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

The primary role of the Open Society Institute is to improve the protection of human rights and the rule of law and to encourage the implementation of economic and political policies that are based upon democratic values and practices.  Activities that OSI implements and that are related to the activities of the OAS include the following:

· Foster civil society engagement in democratic governance through the promotion of equitable access to knowledge and communications resources; 

· Strengthen transparency on the part of government and support the capacity of civil society organizations to monitor the public sector;
· Support initiatives that foster freedom of speech and expression;
· Contribute to the generation and implementation of economic and political policies that promote democratic values;
· Promote cooperative strategies to foster democratic governance and respect for human rights by improving the capacity of civil society to engage in monitoring initiatives; 
· Promote public health policies grounded in social inclusion, human rights, and justice; and
· Support the role of international organizations in formulating hemispheric policies and promote civil society’s participation in international proceedings, including follow-up and monitoring of the implementation of international agreements.
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

The Open Society Institute provides financing to organizations and individuals to carry out specific activities related to the OSI goal of promoting democratic societies.  OSI also engages in activities such as policy and analysis, coalition-building, sponsoring events, and implementing programs.  Activities carried out by this organization that can contribute to the OAS include the following:
· Cooperate with the Summits of the Americas Department of the OAS to support the Inter-American Civil Society Partnership Initiative, which aims to enhance the involvement of civil society in the activities of the OAS and in the Summit of the Americas Process;
· Support, observe and participate in the proceedings of multilateral organizations, including the Organization of American States (OAS), and support civil society engagement and participation in these activities;
· Organize and host meetings, panel discussions, seminars, and forums on a range of issues related to OSI goals;
· Disseminate information to civil society through the OSI website’s online resource center and through publishing documents, articles, reports, books, and newsletters on issues related to OSI areas of activity; 
· Provide grants, scholarships, and fellowships to support students develop educational and professional skills, particularly those students from developing countries who intend to apply skills in their home regions;
· Conduct public awareness campaigns on women’s issues, including human rights of women, violence against women, gender equality, and female empowerment as democratization;
· Provide training for local lawyers and advocates in international migrants’ rights standards, hold meetings, gather information, and write reports on international justice issues;
· Measure levels of transparency in freedom of information, monitor the implementation of freedom of information activities, and strengthen the capacity of civil society, journalists and the media to increase transparency and combat corruption;

· Strengthen and support civil society engagement in government and public policy activities through fostering the development of advocacy, organizing and legal skills, improved use of and access to information and communications technology, and network building and information exchange, and in particular focus on developing these skills among youths;
· Encourage and support efforts by governments to develop partnerships aimed at preventing security threats that are inclusive of civil society and write policy reports, disseminate information, and promote citizen cooperation in monitoring public agencies in support of democratic justice and security systems; and
5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

The Open Society Institute is interested in supporting the ongoing activities of the OAS and making recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives in such works areas, including security, justice, human rights, promotion of democracy, and strengthening of civil society participation.  The following areas have been identified as those in which this organization can cooperate with the OAS:
· Cooperate with the Office of Scholarships, Training, and Information Technology for Human Resource Development in providing fellowships to students of the Americas, particularly through the e-fellowship program;

· Support the Summits of the Americas Department in strengthening the participation of civil society in the Summits of the Americas process and in particular following up the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and resolutions of the General Assembly by sponsoring seminars, workshops, and the civil society participation in meetings;
· Assist the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), and particularly the Special Rapporteurship on Migrant Workers and their Families; the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression; and the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Women by disseminating information to civil society and publicizing international legal instruments that deal with freedom of expression and the rights of women and migrants, and provide information to these bodies upon request;
· Contribute to the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants Including Migrant Workers and their Families through providing research and recommendations on international migrants’ rights standards, disseminating information, and monitoring the Program’s implementation;
· Serve as a consultative resource to the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) by providing research and expertise on women’s human rights, violence against women, gender equality and female empowerment as democratization;
· Provide expertise and information to and support other activities and initiatives related to citizen participation and justice reform of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (CEJA) in the interest of promoting equitable justice systems;
· Support initiatives of the Department for the Promotion of Democracy of the Secretariat for Political Affairs to strengthen democratic values and civil society participation in democracy, particularly in carrying out the Program for the Promotion of Democratic Leadership and Citizenship (PROLIDEM) and the National Training Program for Democratic Leaders (CALIDEM);

· Assist in fulfilling the recommendations related to strengthening democratic governance in the Declaration of Recife of the III Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation at the Municipal Level in the Hemisphere, organized by the High Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government and Citizen Participation (RIAD) and support other initiatives of this organ; and
· Support the civil society initiatives of the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption, particularly the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC).
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General dated October 5, 2005
· Open Society Institute Trust Agreement (serves in lieu of charter/constitution and statutes)
· Financial statements for 2003 (Tax Return of Private Foundation) with list of sources of financing
· Annual report for 2004
· The names of directors and legal representatives
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