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DRAFT RESOLUTION

COOPERATION AMONG THE MEMBER STATES OF THE OAS
TO ENSURE PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
AND TO FIGHT CORRUPTION AND IMPUNITY
(Presented by the Permanent Mission of Peru)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

INSPIRED by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, the American Convention on Human Rights, known as “The Pact of San José,” and the Inter-American Convention against Corruption;

RECALLING resolution No. 1/03 “On Trial for International Crimes,” adopted by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) of October 24, 2003, as well as various pronouncements issued by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in the exercise of its jurisdiction;

CONSIDERING General Assembly resolutions AG/RES. 2072 (XXXV-O/05), 2039 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 1929 (XXXIII-0/03), AG/RES. 2022 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 1900 (XXXII-0/02), AG/RES. 1771 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1770 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1706 (XXX-0/00) and AG/RES. 1619 (XXIX-O/99) on “Promotion of the International Criminal Court”;

BEARING IN MIND that in accordance with international human rights instruments, states must respect and guarantee the human rights of all persons under their jurisdiction and that for that reason they are obliged to investigate and punish all violations of said rights, especially if such violations also constitute crimes under international law;
OBSERVING that, among other instruments, the Inter-American Convention to Prevent and Punish Torture and the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons, in the framework of the Organization of American States, as well as the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the International Convention Against the Taking of Hostages, of the United Nations, oblige States to take steps to try these crimes in their jurisdiction, or else to extradite the accused for trial;
CONVINCED, at the same time, that fighting corruption strengthens democratic institutions, avoids distortions in the economy, dishonesty in public administration, and a deterioration of moral standards in society;

MINDFUL of resolution CJI/RES. 84 (LXVI-0/05), in which the Inter-American Juridical Committee respectively welcomed and adopted the study “Joint Efforts of the Americas in the Struggle against Corruption and Impunity” and the Opinion attached to it (CJI/doc.181/05 rev. 4);

RECALLING that in the framework of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, the member states acknowledged that corruption may have international repercussions that require that States take steps to combat it effectively and to eradicate impunity.

BEARING IN MIND that the OAS General Assembly agreed to declare 2006 as the “Inter-American Year of the Fight against Corruption”;

REITERATING the need to facilitate international cooperation in the struggle against corruption and, especially, to take appropriate measures against persons who commit acts of corruption in the performance of their public duties; and

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that one of the purposes of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption is to promote, facilitate, and regulate cooperation among the States Parties to ensure the effectiveness of measures and actions to prevent, detect, punish, and eradicate corruption in the performance of public functions and acts of corruption specifically related to such performance,

RESOLVES:
1. To urge the member states to adopt such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to punish any violation of human rights, especially international crimes such as genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes, to consider them extraditable offences, and to allow the extradition of anyone accused of having committed them, or, failing that, to bring those persons to trial.

2. To call upon member states, in accordance with their respective domestic laws and international obligations, to facilitate the surrender and extradition of accused persons to the requesting State, in order to help the latter comply with its duty to investigate and punish violations of human rights, especially in the case of international crimes such as genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes.

3. [image: image2.wmf] 

 

PERMANENT COUNCIL

 

To remind member states of their obligation to comply with, or try to comply with, the pronouncements of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the judgments of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

4. To urge member states to do their utmost, in accordance with their domestic laws and international obligations, to surrender and extradite accused persons to the requesting State, in order to allow that State to comply with its duty to investigate and punish acts of corruption, including those committed in the exercise of public office.

�EMBED Word.Picture.8���





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP16007E03�








_1206255446.doc



PERMANENT COUNCIL



