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MEMBERSHIP AND OFFICERS OF THE COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THE MEETING OF CONSULTATION, AND
THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
I. GENERAL ASSEMBLY

· PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Chair – The Chair of the Permanent Council
Vice Chair – The Vice Chair of the Permanent Council
One representative of each member state
· Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters
Chair - Paraguay

Ambassador Manuel Cáceres Cardozo

· Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure

Chair – Dominican Republic

Ambassador Roberto Álvarez Gil
II. MEETINGS OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

· TWENTY-FOURTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

President - Brazil

Celso Amorim

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil

· Committee on Follow-up on the Twenty-fourth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs (Rio Treaty)

Chair - Brazil

[Open to the states parties to the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Rio Treaty)]
III. PERMANENT COUNCIL

CHAIRS AND VICE CHAIRS - 2006
/
2006

January to March

Chair – Saint Lucia

Vice Chair – Trinidad and Tobago
/
April to June

Chair – Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Vice Chair – Trinidad and Tobago

July to September

Chair – Suriname

Vice Chair – Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
/
October to December

Chair – Trinidad and Tobago

Vice Chair – Saint Lucia

WORKING GROUPS

· Ad Hoc Group to Prepare the Program to Commemorate the Birth of the Liberator Simón Bolívar

Bolivia

Colombia

Ecuador

Panama

Peru

Venezuela

· Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas 
/
Chair - Ecuador

Ambassador Mario Alemán Salvador

Vice Chairs – Canada, Honduras, Saint Lucia, and the United States

· Working Group to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of Santo Domingo
Coordinator:  Dominican Republic
Ambassador Roberto Álvarez

SPECIAL COMMITTEES

· SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME

Chair - Mexico

Ambassador Alejandro García-Moreno Elizondo

Vice Chair – El Salvador

Flavio Villacorta

PERMANENT COMMITTEES AND THEIR WORKING GROUPS

· GENERAL COMMITTEE

Chair – The Chair of the Permanent Council 

Vice Chair – The Vice Chair of the Permanent Council 

· Working Group to Prepare for the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons

Chair - Venezuela

Ambassador Nelson Pineda Prada (Alternate Representative to the OAS)

Vice Chair – Colombia

María Clara Isaza

· COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS

Chair – Guatemala

Ambassador Francisco Villagrán de León

First Vice Chair – Canada

Catherine Vezina

Second Vice Chair - Venezuela

Salvador Hernández

· Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Chair – Guatemala

Ambassador Juan León Alvarado (Alternate Representative to the 
OAS)

Vice Chair – Peru

Ana Peña

· Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance

President - Brazil

Silvio José Albuquerque e Silva

Vice Chair – Colombia

Margarita Manjarrez

· Working Group on the Draft Declaration on the Decade of the Americas for Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and Its Program of Action 

Chair - Peru

Ana Peña

· COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

Chair – Chile

Ambassador Esteban Tomic Errázuriz

First Vice Chair - Grenada

Ambassador Denis G. Antoine

Second Vice Chair – Honduras

Ambassador Mauricio Aguilar

· Joint Consultative Body of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management

Chair – The Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

Ambassador Esteban Tomic Errázuriz - Chile

Chair – The Chair of CEPCIDI
Ambassador Gordon V. Shirley - Jamaica

Working Group to Formulate Recommendations for the Creation of a Single Permanent Inter-American OAS Committee to Address Natural and Other Disasters

Chair:  Jamaica

Ambassador Gordon V. Shirley

· COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES 

Chair - Argentina

Ambassador Rodolfo Hugo Gil

Vice Chair – to be determined

· COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY AFFAIRS

Chair - Paraguay

Ambassador Manuel Cáceres Cardozo

Vice Chair – The Bahamas

Ambassador Joshua Sears

Vice Chair – Costa Rica

Ambassador Rodrigo Sotela (Alternate Representative to the OAS)

· Working Group to Consider Subprogram 21E (ex-10W) of the 2006 Program-Budget

Chair – Canada

Basia Manitius
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	GENERAL ASSEMBLY:
	

	
	

	Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly


	AG/CP

	Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters


	AG/CP/SUB.AAP

	Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure


	AG/CP/SUB.TP

	MEETING OF CONSULTATION:
	

	
	

	Meetings of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs


	RC

	Committee on Follow-up on the Twenty-fourth Meeting of Consultation 
of Ministers of Foreign Affairs (Rio Treaty)
	CS/TIAR
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	Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the draft Social Charter of the Americas


	GTC/CASA

	Working Group to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of Santo Domingo


	GT/DLR

	Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime


	CE/DOT

	General Committee


	CP/CG

	Working Group to Prepare for the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons


	GT/RTP

	Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs


	CP/CAJP

	Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples


	GT/DADIN

	Working Group to Prepare the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance


	CAJP/GT/RDI

	Working Group on the Draft Declaration on the Decade of the Americas for Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and Its Program of Action 


	CAJP/GT/DDD

	Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs


	CP/CAAP

	Committee on Hemispheric Security


	CP/CSH

	Joint Consultative Body of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the 
Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management


	OCC/DN

	Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society 
Participation in OAS Activities
	CP/CISC
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�.	Article 5 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council provides:  The office of Chair of the Permanent Council shall be held by each of the principal representatives in turn, following the alphabetical order in Spanish of the names of their respective countries. The office of Vice Chair shall be filled in the same way, following the reverse alphabetical order.  Article 6 provides:  The Chair and Vice Chair shall hold office for a term of three months. These terms shall begin automatically on the first day of each quarter of the calendar year.  Article 7 provides:  In the event of the temporary absence or disability of the Chair, the Vice Chair shall replace him/her and, in the event of the absence or disability of both of them, the principal representative of greatest seniority shall preside.  If for any reason the country to which the Chair corresponds does not have a principal representative, the Vice Chair shall serve as Chair until a principal representative of that country joins the Council.  If during a term or part thereof a country to which the Chair or Vice Chair corresponds does not have a principal representative, that term shall not be interrupted. Once it has ended, the Chair or Vice Chair shall go to the following country, in accordance with the order established in Article 5.


�.	Serving as interim Vice Chair by virtue of the absence of the Permanent Representative of Uruguay (Articles 4 and 5 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.)


�.	Article 7 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council establishes that if the offices of chair and vice chair of the Permanent Council should both devolve upon the principal representative of the same state, he or she shall be the chair. The office of vice chair shall devolve upon the principal representative of the state next in reverse alphabetical order, and thus successively.


�.	The officers of the Working Group shall comprise a Chair and four Vice Chairs elected on the basis of equitable geographical distribution by subregions; the Chair’s mandate shall last one term of six months, which may not be extended; the chairmanship shall rotate at the end of each six-month term; the previous Chair may not be re-elected and will become one of the Vice Chairs; the order of succession of subsequent Chairs shall be determined by the Working Group. (CP/SA 1489/05).
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