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Summary of the Meeting held on February 10, 2006

1. Opportunity for the presentation of contributions for the preparation, by the Working Group, of a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance 
/
· Presentation by Ms. Gregoria Flórez of the Fraternal Black Honduran Organization on “the situation of the Garifuna people in the Americas”

In her address, Ms. Gregoria Flórez spoke of the historic origins of the Garifuna peoples; their presence in four Central American countries; their cultural contributions to the societies of the nations where they live; the special nature of their peoples, as an admixture of Native American and Afro-descendant components, making them susceptible to discrimination along two vectors; the problems affecting the human, social, and political rights of those peoples; and the way in which development policies impact those peoples while denying them due participation in the political decisions and government actions that affect them.

The delegations thanked Ms. Flórez for her participation at this meeting of the Working Group, and they pointed out that all the concerns she identified have been addressed since the earliest days of the Working Group’s efforts and, consequently, were included among the issues that the member states planned to address in drafting an Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.

· Presentation by Dr. Celso Lafer,
/ full professor at the Law Faculty of the University of São Paulo, on the Ellwanger Case: Anti-Semitism as a race crime.  Dr. Lafer also spoke about how efforts targeting racism and racial discrimination had evolved at the international level since the signing of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination in 1965. 

Dr. Lafer began by speaking about the controversy generated in Brazil by the publication of a book on Holocaust denial in which the author claimed, inter alia, that since the Jews were not a race, the Holocaust was not a race crime. 

Dr. Lafer noted that the main problems addressed by the UN’s 1965 Convention on Racial Discrimination were the Holocaust and apartheid.

The Chair of the Working Group remarked that Brazil's initiative to step up efforts against racism, within both the UN and OAS systems, was the result of Dr. Lafer's concern regarding this matter and the support he gave while serving as foreign minister.
The delegations embarked on a dialogue with Dr. Lafer on a range of topics including differences between the terms "racism," "discrimination," and "intolerance"; the problem of our countries' nonimplementation of the human rights treaties and international instruments they have signed; and about the difficulties that might be faced by the future Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance  in responding appropriately to the particular problems of each nation of the Hemisphere vis-à-vis the three topics addressed by the instrument (on account of the diverse compositions of their populations).
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�.	Pursuant to operative paragraph 1 of resolution AG/RES. 2126 (XXXV-O/05).


�.	Brazilian Minister of State for Foreign Affairs on two occasions (1992 and 2001-2002); Minister of State for Development, Industry, and Trade; Ambassador to the United Nations and to the World Trade Organization (1995-1998).






