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Summary of the meeting of March 7, 2006

1. Roundtable dialogue with civil society organizations

As reflected in its order of business (CAJP/GT/RDI-121/06 rev. 1), that meeting was organized by the Chair of the Working Group for two purposes.  The first was to provide a forum for open and lively dialogue between the member state delegations and the civil society organizations involved in the fight against racism, discrimination, and intolerance, some of whose representatives were present in Washington, D.C., on that date to participate in the IACHR hearings. 

The second purpose was to receive a document from these organizations with their specific recommendations on points to be included in a draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.
/  Said document, however, was not presented.
On that occasion, within the time generally allotted to the civil society organizations for inputs, they made individual presentations and engaged in dialogue with the member state delegations.

A list of the panelists and the topics addressed follows (the Secretariat did not receive written presentations):

· Bruce Ramer, Director, Latino and Latin American Institute of the American Jewish Committee (United States):  Concerns of the Jewish community in Latin America

· Jeannette Llaja, Demus (LGBT, Peru): Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transsexual victims of discrimination

· Diana Malamud, Active Memory (Memoria Activa) (AMIA/Jews, Argentina): Events surrounding the terrorist attacks against AMIA (1994) and the Embassy of Israel in Argentina (1992)

· Eddy Tejeda, National Migration Board (migrants, Dominican Republic): Haitian immigrants, victims of discrimination

· Oaxacan Movement (Movimiento Oaxaqueño) (indigenous peoples, Mexico)

· Beatriz Hernández Bautista: Obstacles to women’s participating in governments and in the political life of indigenous peoples and communities

· Maurilio Santiago Reyes, Human Rights and Advisory Assistance Center for Indigenous Peoples (CEDHAPI): Situation of indigenous persons under detention or in prison

· Israel Ochoa Lara, Community Legal Assistance: Discrimination and violence against indigenous peoples

· Elvia Duque, Afro America XXI (antidiscrimination legislation, Hemisphere): Legislation concerning Afro-Americans in Latin America - absence of specific protection for the human rights of persons of African descent (at the same level as for the rights of indigenous peoples)

· Marino Córdoba (Law 70, Colombia): Special legislation concerning persons of African descent

· David Baluarte, Attorney, Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL), on behalf of the coalition of NGOs active in the inter-American human rights system: Recommendations to promote civil society participation in the preparation of the Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance 

2. Preparations for the working meeting to examine and discuss the nature of a future Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, to be held on March 20, 2006, in Brasilia, Brazil

The Chair of the Working Group said that he was not certain his government would have sufficient financial resources to hold that meeting of the Working Group.
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