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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING 
THE FUNDACIÓN JUSTICIA DE PAZ MONAGAS

The present document has been drafted by the Summits of the Americas Department, for the purpose of providing information to the member states of the Organization of American States on the civil society organization Fundación Justicia de Paz Monagas (Monagas Peace Court Foundation).

The information contained in the present report responds to resolution CP/RES.759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and account of the various elements and documentation submitted by Fundación Justicia de Paz Monagas to comply with the provisions of the above-mentioned guidelines.
1.
Background


Fundación Justicia de Paz Monagas is a nonprofit nongovernmental organization with its main office in Maturin, Venezuela.  This foundation was established in 2000 for the purpose of promoting and administering a peaceful approach to justice.  Its activities focus on the implementation of programs and projects aimed at building up the culture of alternative conflict resolution in the State of Monagas, promoting the establishment of forums of dialogue and training for communities in this area.


Fundación Justicia de Paz Monagas promotes, disseminates, and implements principles of what it refers to as peaceful justice, which is defined as an alternative to the formal judiciary system, as it peacefully resolves conflicts between members of the community of Monagas.  Through conciliation and equity, it proposes building up the local and municipal management of communities.

Fundación Justicia de Paz Monagas promotes conflict resolution with the help of justices of the peace, who are elected in the different communities and act as mediators for conflicts.  This Foundation has elected six justices of the peace in different municipalities of the State of Monagas.

Fundación Justicia de Paz Monagas is a social development organization that strives to promote and advocate the democratization of the Venezuelan judiciary system through ideas, the generation of information, and the implementation of projects aimed at achieving a system that gives preference to public access and participation.


Fundación Justicia de Paz Monagas has implemented projects funded by the State Council Protection Fund for the Rights of Children and Adolescents (Fondo de Protección Consejo Estadal de Derechos del Niño y del Adolescente—CEDNA), the Social Fund of the Canadian Embassy in Venezuela, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the World Bank and the National Endowment for Democracy (NED). 

Fundación Justicia de Paz Monagas filed its application with the OAS on March 18, 2005.
2.
Name, address and date of establishment
Name:



Fundación Justicia de Paz Monagas  

Address of main office:

Calle 23-G. Modulo de Servicios de Viento Colao

Maturin Estado Monagas, Venezuela

Telephone:


5891-3152174/0416-4918174

Telefax:


5891-6511168

E-mail:



Marlene_rodrigueza@hotmail.com, fujipaz@mipunto.com
Web site:


http://personales.com/venezuela/barcelona/justiciapazmonagas/
Director General:

Marlene Rodríguez de Arreaza
Date established: 

March 19, 2000

3.
Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities

The primary areas of activity of the Fundación Justicia de Paz Monagas are the promotion and development of a culture of democracy, peace, and fairness. It focuses mainly on the peaceful resolution of conflicts, the consolidation of judiciary institutions, and the democratization of the community. Among its activities that could be related to work carried out by OAS, the following can be indicated:

· Promoting democratic institutions by supporting conflict resolution, exchanging information, and establishing cooperation ties between members of the community and nongovernmental organizations. 

· Promoting training and public participation in alternative conflict resolution and building up the capacity of member states to tackle and eliminate violent conflicts between community inhabitants.

· Developing and monitoring programs and projects aimed at improving the living conditions of children and adolescents, especially those who are in situations of criminal risk.

· Promoting access to justice by implementing training programs, as well as forums of dialogue on the matter. 

4.
Organization’s contribution that might be interest to OAS

Fundación Justicia de Paz Monagas conducts its activities by developing training programs, publications, socio-juridical research, and participation in the peaceful resolution of conflicts using alternative means.  Among the contributions that the organization has made and that may be of interest to the OAS, the following are noteworthy:
· Implementation of administration and institutional capacity building programs that include project identification, formulation and management.
· Establishment of conflict resolution centers for use by the community, the development of workshops, meetings, and publications aimed at children and adolescents, and the launching of campaigns geared to promoting peaceful coexistence in the country, reducing violence, and curtailing political conflicts. 

· Facilitating civil society connectivity by creating telecenters that provide technological services to various communities.

· Holding training workshops and national seminars for the dissemination of issues involving human rights, justice and democracy. 

5.
Identification of OAS work areas

Fundación Justicia de Paz Monagas deems that its participation in processes for the peaceful resolution of conflicts may be useful for the activities being conducted by various OAS bodies and dependencies.  In this regard, it could support their work as follows:

· Supporting the Department of Crisis Prevention and Special Missions of the Secretariat for Political Affairs in designing and implementing mechanisms aimed at the prevention and peaceful resolution of conflicts, with the participation of civil society.

· Providing the OAS Center for Justice Studies of the Americas (CEJA) with research and experiences related to conflict resolution using peace.

· Collaborating with the Department for the Promotion of Democracy of the Secretariat for Political Affairs in developing educational strategies and programs to promote and disseminate the Inter-American Democratic Charter and to foster democratic values among the member states, including justice.

· Supporting the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in drawing up programs aimed at instructing and informing women, adolescents and girls about the subject of violence and the peaceful resolution of conflicts.

· Providing assistance to the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) with regard to the development of programs aimed at children on school conflict resolution methods.
6.
Documentation delivered to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS, on March 18, 2005. 

· Detailed specific explanatory notes on the financial statements at December 31, 2004 (audited by Matilde Pacilli, C.P.C. 17814) 

· Document of Incorporation and Bylaws of the Fundación Justicia de Paz Monagas.
· Document certifying the legal status of Fundación Justicia de Paz Monagas.

· Notes on the projects developed by Fundación Justicia de Paz Monagas with their respective sources of funding.
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