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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE 
ARGENTINE RED CROSS, VILLA CRESPO CHAPTER


This document was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Department to provide information on the Argentine Red Cross -Villa Crespo Chapter. 

It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.
1.
Background


The principal mission of the Argentine Red Cross is to prevent and alleviate human suffering, without discriminating on the basis of politics, race, religion, or other factors. The Argentine Red Cross focuses on problems that most affect the country, such as illnesses in poverty situations, nutrition, HIV/AIDS, and disasters. It has 74 local chapters devoted to different activities in and for their communities.

The Argentine Red Cross Villa Crespo Chapter was established on December 29, 1983, and its mission is to represent the Argentine Red Cross in its district. The Red Cross activities handled by the Villa Crespo delegation related to promoting social action in the neighborhood, especially youth social activism and assistance to the population.


The projects and activities of the Argentine Red Cross Villa Crespo Chapter are funded by donations, member quotas, and income from activities and services offered to the community, such as blood pressure measurements and first aid care. 

The Argentine Red Cross Villa Crespo Chapter submitted its application to the OAS on April 1, 2005.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:



Argentine Red Cross -Villa Crespo Chapter
Address of head office:

Av. Córdoba 6434, C1427 BZR
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Telephone:


54-11- 4554- 3820

Fax:



54-11- 4554- 3820

E-mail address:


castrogiraldez@velcom.com.ar
Director General:

Isabel Carracedo Lema
Date established: 

December 29, 1983

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

The Argentine Red Cross Villa Crespo Chapter works in the areas of health, nutrition, and disaster assistance, promoting individual and community values and encouraging teamwork. Among its activities that could be related to those of the OAS or the bodies of the inter-American system are:

· Helping to improve the quality of life and food and nutrition for the vulnerable population in social emergency or disaster situations.

· Improving access to public health services for at-risk persons and communities, helping to improve coverage and emergency assistance.
· Collaborating on training and education in the various forms of HIV/AIDS prevention, and promoting attitudes of nondiscrimination.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

The aim of the Villa Crespo Chapter is to fight the poverty, inequity, and social exclusion that hinder integral development in Argentina.  Noteworthy among its contributions that may be of interest to the OAS are:
· Promotion of educational projects for the personal and social development of at-risk children and youth.

· Development of opportunities that provide tools to social organizations of the Argentine community for training and organization-building. 
· Dissemination of fundamental principles of international humanitarian law and of political, civil, and social rights.
· Promotion of food security through educational strategies regarding hygiene and nutrition.

5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support


The Villa Crespo Chapter will offer to work with the OAS to strengthen specific programs geared toward improving the quality of life of at-risk populations. It could support the work of the OAS as follows:

· Collaboration in the drafting and subsequent implementation of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action by sharing their objectives of eliminating the poverty, inequity, and social exclusion that affect the integral development and good governance of the countries of the Hemisphere.

· Support for the work of the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN) through the exchange of information and experience on matters pertaining to child development, and the provision of advisory services on the implementation of child-related policies.

· Collaboration with the Inter-American Committee on Social Development in strengthening social dialogue, defining policy, and developing cooperation activities, in particular those designed to combat poverty and discrimination.

· Support the Department of Social Development and Employment of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) by participating in the Social Network of Latin America and the Caribbean, sharing its experience and good practices with the rest of its members.

· Collaborate with the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction, providing social, humanitarian, material, technical, and financial assistance in disaster situations; and cooperate on the design of plans and the identification of good practices.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS, April 1, 2005

· Authenticated copy of the certificate of incorporation of the Villa Crespo Chapter

· Statutes of the Argentine Red Cross
· Form for chapter annual reports (2003-2004)

· Statements of accounts for 2004
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