1


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CISC-239/06



13 April 2006

COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT
Original: Spanish


AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION


IN OAS ACTIVITIES

APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE

GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY

ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES 
[CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]
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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE

INTER-AMERICAN CONFEDERATION OF PUBLIC RELATIONS (CONFIARP)

This document has been prepared by the Summits of the Americas Department to provide information on the Inter-American Confederation of Public Relations (CONFIARP).  It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by the civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for the Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”

1.
Background

The Inter-American Confederation of Public Relations (CONFIARP) is a nonprofit entity created in Mexico City on September 26, 1960, under the name Inter-American Federation of Public Relations.  By 1985, it had grown so much that its name was changed to the Inter-American Confederation of Public Relations (CONFIARP) and its headquarters relocated to Caracas, Venezuela.

CONFIARP is a confederation of professional organizations composed of public relations professionals from 13 countries of the region, along with other entities and professionals that subscribe to its objectives.  Its purpose is to help regulate the practice of public relations.

CONFIARP’s mission is to improve ethics in the practice of public relations, to establish associations with other organizations pursuing the same interests, and to further cooperation among its members by fostering an exchange of ideas and experience. CONFIARP is made up of the affiliated professional public relations organizations and is the umbrella organization for close to 30,000 professionals from related areas.  There are a number of categories of membership:  principal members, associate members, institutional members (organizations), and observers (individuals).  


CONFIARP’s funds are the proceeds of the membership dues, service agreements with agencies or businesses for which CONFIARP provides training, donations, production and marketing of institutional publications, development of specific projects for international organizations or multinational businesses, and registration fees for the congresses, forums and events that the Confederation sponsors.  


CONFIARP applied for registration with the OAS on May 23, 2005.

2. Name, address and date of establishment

Name:
Inter-American Confederation of Public Relations (CONFIARP)

Headquarters address:
Centro comercial “Los Chaguaramos”. Avenida Edison. Piso 16. Oficina 5. Los Chaguaramos.


Caracas, Venezuela

Telephone:
58 212 – 693 8321


58 212 – 945 2458


58 212 – 941 5613

E-mail address:


juliocorredor@cantv.net
Website:


www.confiarp.org.ve
President:


Julio Corredor

Date established:

September 26, 1960

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities


CONFIARP’s primary area of activity is to promote the region’s cultural and socio-economic development by fostering public relations and circulating information among its member organizations and within the community. The activities that CONFIARP conducts are related to the activities that the OAS carries out in that they:

· Encourage their members to participate in all activities that promote socio-economic progress and the inclusion of their respective communities in the development process based on the principle of equity. 

· Help to defend peace, freedom, solidarity and cooperation between the peoples of the Americas and the world. 

· Strengthen the member States’ capacity to disseminate and share information and experience aimed at improving social conditions and creating niches for community participation. 

4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

CONFIARP believes that its participation in OAS activities could help strengthen peace in the region by helping to build consensuses that avert social conflict. CONFIARP can assist the OAS in the following ways:

· Holding courses and workshops to provide training on public relations concepts and communication techniques and how to apply them in public and private organizations.

· Concluding agreements with associations and universities to foster mutual understanding and support institution-building.

· Dissemination of declarations, sharing of documents and publications, sponsorship of courses, workshops and seminars on technical and international cooperation in public relations. 

5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support


One of CONFIARP’s objectives is to help defend peace, freedom, solidarity and cooperation among the countries of this Hemisphere.  CONFIARP could assist the work of the OAS in the following areas:

· Cooperate with the Department of Press and Communications of the OAS General Secretariat in disseminating information for the purpose of promoting democratic values.
· Work jointly with the Department of External Relations of the OAS General Secretariat on exchanging information and on improving the public’s perception of the activities that the Organization conducts.
· Support the Department for the Promotion of Democracy of the Secretariat for Political Affairs by creating opportunities for dialogue between the countries and civil society organizations, and institutionalizing mechanisms that help prevent and resolve social conflict.

· Assist the Summits of the Americas Department with promoting activities that ensure follow-up of the plans adopted at the Summits, and publicize the importance of civil society organizations’ participation in the Summits of the Americas and in the activities of the OAS.

6.
Documents submitted by CONFIARP
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS 
· Charter of CONFIARP
· Statute
· Annual report for 2004
· Strategy 2005 - 2007
· Institutional mission statement
· 2004 financial statement (audited by:  Álvaro Velásquez, public accountant)
· CONFIARP document delivery and receipt record
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