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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING ASOCIACIÓN MUNDIAL DE EDUCADORES INFANTILES (AMEI)/ WORLD ASSOCIATION OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATORS (WAECE) 

This document was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Department to provide information on the civil society organization Asociación Mundial de Educadores Infantiles (AMEI)/ World Association of Early Childhood Educators (WAECE).  It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by the civil society organization pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.
1.
Background


The Asociación Mundial de Educadores Infantiles (AMEI) / World Association of Early Childhood Educators (WAECE) is a nonprofit, nongovernmental organization founded in Madrid, Spain in 1992.  This association promotes experience sharing and establishes communication networks among early childhood educators from different parts of the world.


AMEI/WAECE promotes the right to education for all children under the age of 6.  It focuses on the educator as the prime entity in a child’s educational process and seeks to provide opportunities conducive to dialogue, such as conferences, seminars, courses, research activities and educational activities.

AMEI/WAECE has signed agreements with various international institutions, governments, universities and enterprises from the education sector, such as: the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the Autonomous Community of Madrid, the Ministry of Education of Colombia, the Ministry of Education of Spain, the Ministry of Education of the Republic of El Salvador, Universidad del Norte (Barranquilla-Colombia), the Government of the State of Michoacán  (Mexico), the Public Education Secretariat of the State of Michoacán  (Mexico), Universidad Pedagógica Experimental Libertador (Venezuela), Universidad Pedagógica Nacional (Mexico), the Salvadoran Institute for the Integral Development of Children and Adolescents - ISNA (El Salvador) and the World Association of Non-Governmental Organizations (WANGO). 


AMEI/WAECE filed its application to register with the OAS on September 30, 2005. 

2.
Name, address and date of establishment

Name: 
Asociación Mundial de Educadores Infantiles (AMEI) / World Association of Early Childhood Educators (WAECE)

Address of head office:

Averroes, 3 28007, Madrid, Spain

Telephone:


(34 91)
501 57 54

Fax:



(34 91) 501 87 56

E-mail address:


info@waece.org
Website:


www.waece.org
President:


Juan Sánchez Muliterno

Date established:

May 20, 1992

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

AMEI/WAECE’s main work involves fostering education, promoting youth and struggling to ensure the wellbeing of children, guaranteeing their development in society and championing human rights.  The main activities undertaken and related to the work carried out by the OAS are to:

· Encourage and coordinate activities designed to improve educational methodology, supporting the creation of networks to link educators, private institutions and the public sector.

· Conduct studies on the current state of early childhood education, promote research in teaching area and promote activities to encourage young children to read.

· Consolidate several organizations of civil society interested in promoting development and safeguarding human rights, particularly those of children and young people, into a single entity.

· Promote fair access by citizens to education in order to strengthen democratic values.

4.
AMEI/WAECE contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

AMEI/WAECE carried out its activities through agreements, training programs and information programs, conferences, seminars, courses and meetings.  The following are the main activities carried out that may be of interest to the OAS:

· Signing of agreements to cooperate with international civil society institutions, universities and enterprises whose work focuses on research, development and disseminating activities to improve the methodology of early childhood education.

· Implementation of a network of associates in all the Latin American countries, with services that could include a web library with specialized texts and educational materials, a work bourse in private early education centers, visits by specialists to other countries, etc.

· Producing and distributing bulletins to address the need for information on educational issues by Spain, Mexico, Latin America and the world in general, each of which has been adapted according to territorial area.

· Holding international conferences and symposia on early childhood education, writing and educational practices in initial education, the objective being to develop actions that seek to guarantee schooling for infants and updating educators’ knowledge in this area.

· Creation of programs aimed at educating children about values and fostering the social image of early childhood education.

5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

Project development by the AMEI/WAECE may be useful for the activities carried out in the different OAS bodies and dependencies.  The AMEI/WAECE will support the work of the OAS in the following areas:

· Contribute to the Inter-American Institute for Children and Adolescents of the OAS by developing activities geared to children’s welfare, while ensuring cooperation to share information that will enable policies to be developed to improve the quality of life of children in the Americas.

· Assist the Department of Education, Culture, Science and Technology of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in the design and implementation of projects that promote education and fair access thereto.

· Promote the Inter-American Cultural Policy Observatory (OIPC) by creating alliances with foundations, academic and research institutions to promote the dissemination of cultural information.

· Support the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) in its objectives to strengthen teaching staff in the member countries through initial training, recruitment, professional development and teacher certification; by promoting the development of a democratic culture through education; improving access to initial quality education for children; strengthening the capacity of the Ministers of Education for development and implementing educational reform policies through information- information and development of the literacy program.
· Attend the Inter-American Social Development Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to develop social programs, reaffirming the importance of education as a key element for promoting democracy, integral development and fighting poverty.

· Support the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (CIDH) in its efforts to safeguard and promote respect for human rights and individual freedom in the Americas.

· Contribute to the Inter-American Network of Information on Childhood (RIIN) in its objective to select and review data and projects and make them available to the community on the world wide web. 

6.
Documents submitted by the Organization

· Letter addressed to the Director of the Summit of the Americas Department, dated September 30, 2005
· Incorporation documents
· Bylaws
· Status Report at September 2005
· Declaration of the institution’s mission
· Financial statements for 2004
� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP16061E04�








