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DRAFT RESOLUTION
SUPPORT FOR THE HEMISPHERIC AGENDA OF THE KNOWLEDGE SOCIETY

(Presented by the delegation of the Dominican Republic)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING that the central theme of the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly is “Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society”;

HAVING SEEN that, in the Declarations and Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government of the Americas have acknowledged the importance of information and communication technologies (ICTs) and their social, cultural, political, and economic repercussions on our governments and peoples;

RECOGNIZING that in the Americas the knowledge society must be geared to fostering good governance and strengthening democratic processes; to promoting and protecting full respect for human rights, including the right to development; to achieving equitable and sustainable development by constantly striving to eliminate the social and economic divisions in our societies; and to preventing the emergence of new forms of exclusion;

BEARING IN MIND that the knowledge society must serve both the public and the private interest and, at the same time, the well-being of society, by contributing to the generation of wealth, the eradication of poverty, the promotion of social development, democratic participation, linguistic diversity, and cultural identity, and by ensuring at all times equal access to information and communication technologies, in order to eliminate the digital divide;

MINDFUL that it is important to better integrate the various ICT agendas in the region, in light of the results of the June 2005 Latin American and Caribbean Regional Ministerial Preparatory Conference, held in Rio de Janeiro, for the United Nations World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS);

RECALLING OAS General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2135 (XXXV-O/05), “Support and Follow-up of Activities Related to the World Summit on the Information Society”;

RECOGNIZING that, in order to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, it is necessary to foster integration of information and communications technologies in national and hemispheric policies and programs;

AWARE that the OAS General Secretariat has embarked on several initiatives, programs, and activities in support of national and hemispheric priorities with respect to implementing the knowledge society agenda, such as implementation of the Connectivity Agenda for the Americas; and

CONVINCED of the need for better coordination among key regional and international stakeholders, such as the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA), in order to avert the duplication of effort and to facilitate complementarity and synergies in a context of limited resources,

RESOLVES:
1. To urge the appropriate member state government authorities to strive to integrate information and communications technologies (ICTs) in both government institutions and society as a whole; and to request the OAS General Secretariat to support those efforts.

2. To encourage governments to identify, in their national budgets, appropriate mechanisms and sources of financing for developing strategies that, by drawing on sectoral synergies, promote the expansion of the knowledge society, assigning priority to programs and projects that foster the growth of a critical mass of citizens able to take up the challenges of the new digital economy.

3. To request the OAS General Secretariat, with the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA), to continue actively backing the work of the e-Government Network of Latin America and the Caribbean (REDGEALC), with the support of international cooperation and funding agencies, and to promote active participation by all the countries in the various activities of the Network, so that they may derive the maximum benefit from the Network.

4. To urge member states to support the consolidation of the Latin American Advanced Networks Cooperation (CLARA) and its expansion to new regions, especially in the Caribbean, a move that the OAS General Secretariat should support.

5. In order to help narrow the digital divide, to agree to launch, as soon as possible, within the OAS framework and in coordination with appropriate international organizations, the private sector, and civil society, a hemispheric digital literacy campaign, directed at the general public, to promote life-long learning, with special emphasis on those segments of the population that have least access to technology and based on best practices in this field in the Hemisphere.

6. To urge the member states, in the context of the second phase of the Connectivity Plan and the Quito Agenda, to place priority on installing telecommunications and information and communications technology infrastructure (broadband connectivity, intranets, access centers, computer laboratories) in primary and secondary schools, institutions of higher learning, and universities, as needed to ensure connectivity and access to information that will stimulate instructional innovation and benefit both teaching and learning activities, such as the efficient management and administration of education toward effective transformation of the workforce.

7. To instruct the OAS General Secretariat, in coordination with other international organizations that are members of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR), to promote the establishment of national and regional early warning and disaster prevention systems that draw upon the potential offered by ICTs.

8. To request the General Secretariat, in collaboration with other international organizations, to organize a yearly Regional High-Level Policy Dialogue on the Knowledge Society, especially as regards expansion of that society and its link to sustainable economic growth, employment and human capital, international trade, and democracy-building.  The first such meeting should be held in the first half of 2007.

9. To request the General Secretariat also, in collaboration with other international organizations, to support strategic alliances among government, private sector, and civil society for the joint development of electronic commerce projects that will improve and strengthen competitiveness in the productive sectors, and to include the social and economically vulnerable sectors in those projects. 
10. To convene an inter-American specialized conference in the OAS context to develop a legal framework for addressing the various topics related to implementation of the knowledge society in the Americas; and to instruct the Permanent Council to prepare the agenda for that conference, identify the necessary funding, and set its place and date.

11. To recommend that the Secretary General consider establishing, within the General Secretariat, an office to coordinate OAS programs and policies in the knowledge society area.

12. To instruct the General Secretariat to make every possible effort to incorporate information and communications technologies into its daily operations, including electronic versions of documents for meetings, wireless technology, and other such means of promoting expeditious and efficient handling of its responsibilities and facilitating work in all its areas and with member states.

13. To request the General Secretariat, in promoting digital solidarity, to develop programs and identify sources of funding for implementation of initiatives related to the Declaration of Santo Domingo and this resolution, placing special emphasis on encouraging social responsibility in the private sector and thereby promoting the development of a more just, inclusive, and equitable knowledge society.

14. To instruct the General Secretariat to create an OAS electronic forum for the citizens of the Americas that is easily accessible and user-friendly and emphasizes inter-American activities and programs the individual can employ, such as those related to the promotion and protection of human rights and to the OAS scholarships program.

15. To request the General Secretariat to report on the implementation of this resolution to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session.
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