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DRAFT RESOLUTION

STRENGTHENING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN

(Approved by the General Committee at its meeting of April 26, 2006)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


BEARING IN MIND resolution AG/RES. 2099 (XXXV-O/05), “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women,” which urged the Secretary General to take measures to support the work of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) and to promote gender equity and equality;


CONSIDERING that in the last five years the CIM has received additional mandates from the OAS member states without the corresponding budgetary appropriations, even though it carries out the following activities, which the member states consider a priority:

a.
It serves as the organ for follow-up, coordination, and evaluation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP) [AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00)];

b.
It is responsible for promoting measures aimed at institutionalizing integration of the gender perspective into the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system;

c.
It serves as the  technical advisory body of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on all aspects of gender equity and equality (Chapter 15, Plan of Action, Third Summit of the Americas);

d.
It collaborates with the ILO and ECLAC in strengthening national capacities to produce statistics broken down by sex and race, especially in the labor area (item 22, Plan of Action, Fourth Summit of the Americas); 
e.
It serves as coordinator, together with the General Secretariat, of the Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM), which is held every four years [AG/RES.  1741 (XXX-O/00)]; and

f.
It assists OAS bodies and member states in their efforts to combat the crime of trafficking in persons, especially women, adolescents, and children [CIM/RES. 225 (XXI-O/02)].

CONSIDERING ALSO that the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM is the secretariat to the Conference of States Parties and the Committee of Experts of the recently established Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI) [AG/RES. 2138 (XXXV-O/05)]; and
RECALLING:

That resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), of June 2000, which adopted the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP), requested the General Secretariat to strengthen the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM by providing it with the necessary human and financial resources, and to help it obtain funds from private sources; and

That resolutions AG/RES. 1451 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1592 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1625 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1777 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1941 (XXVI-O/03), AG/RES. 2021 (XXVII-O/04), and AG/RES. 2124 (XXXIV-O/04) instructed the General Secretariat and the Permanent Council to make every possible effort to allocate technical, human, and financial resources to the CIM so it would be better equipped to perform its essential activities; and
That at the Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM-II), held in April 2004, the Ministers adopted resolution CIM/REMIM-II/RES. 8/04, “Strengthening of the CIM,” which reiterated the need for greater human and financial support for the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM,

RESOLVES:

1. To reiterate its instruction to the Secretary General to provide the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), in its role as a specialized organization of the OAS, with adequate human and financial resources to strengthen its ability to carry out its growing mandates, in particular those recognized as priorities by the member states.

2. To urge the Secretary General to include CIM projects and programs among the priorities presented to external donors for funding. 

3. To invite member states and permanent observers, as well as individuals and national or international organizations, whether public or private, that wish to do so to make voluntary contributions to support the development and implementation of CIM projects and programs.

4. To renew the mandate to the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), to invite the CIM Executive Secretary to present periodic reports on the financial resources needed to fulfill the Commission’s mandates.

5. To request the Secretary General to report, through the Permanent Council, to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session on the implementation of this resolution. 
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