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DRAFT RESOLUTION

AMERICAN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
(Presented by the Chair of the Working Group and

cosponsored by the delegations of Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Guatemala, Peru, and Venezuela - text approved by the CAJP on May 4, 2006, for presentation to the Permanent Council of the Organization)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING its resolutions AG/RES. 1022 (XIX-O/89), AG/RES. 1479 (XXVII-O/97), and AG/RES. 1549 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1610 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1708 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1780 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1851 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1919 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 2029 (XXXIV-O/04), and AG/RES. 2073 (XXXV-O/05);

BEARING IN MIND that, in its resolution AG/RES. 1022 (XIX-O/89) of 1989, the General Assembly requested the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) “to prepare a juridical instrument relative to the rights of the Indian peoples,” and that, in 1999, by resolution AG/RES. 1610 (XXIX-O/99), the General Assembly established a Working Group of the Permanent Council to consider the “Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” presented by the IACHR (CP/doc.2878/97 corr. 1);

CONSIDERING the commitments undertaken by the Heads of State and Government in the Declarations and Plans of Action of the most recent Summits of the Americas, held in Quebec City, Nuevo León, and Mar del Plata, in support of an early and successful conclusion of negotiations on the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples;

CLOSELY OBSERVING the parallel process under way in the United Nations to draft a Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples;

ACKNOWLEDGING the important contributions received by the Specific Fund to Support the Preparation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the efficient work of the Selection Board in the selection process for representatives of the indigenous peoples to receive financing from the Specific Fund;

NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the holding of the sixth and seventh meetings of negotiations in the quest for points of consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, among representatives of the member states and representatives of the indigenous peoples, which made it possible to conclude the review of Sections I through VI of the Chair’s Consolidated Text and the Draft Declaration, while consideration of the preamble remained pending;

BEARING IN MIND that the Working Group has begun to review the new working document for the negotiations, according to the “Record of the Current Status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” (GT/DADIN/doc.260/06 rev. 1);

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the offer by the Government of Bolivia to host one of the upcoming meetings of negotiations in the quest for points of consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to be held in La Paz in March 2007 (GT/DADIN/doc.264/06); and

HAVING SEEN the Report of the Chair of the Working Group on activities carried out during 2005-2006 term (GT/DADIN/doc.262/06 rev. 2),

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm that the adoption of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples remains a priority for the Organization of American States, emphasizing the importance of full and effective participation by the indigenous peoples in preparing the Draft Declaration.

2. To congratulate the Working Group on having completed the review of Sections I through VI of the Chair’s Consolidated Text (GT/DADIN/doc.139/03), [underscoring the need to arrive at a consensus declaration which {, while not legally binding,}
/ is capable of implementation by all member states],
/ and to urge it to make every effort to reach consensus on the pending texts of the Draft Declaration. (approved on April 18, 2006, pending consultations on the text in brackets)

3. To renew the mandate of the Working Group to continue its meetings of negotiations in the quest for points of consensus, so as to complete the drafting of the Declaration, on the basis of the “Record of the Current Status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” (GT/DADIN/doc.260/06 rev. 1), and emphasizing consideration of the proposals of member state delegations and indigenous peoples’ representatives recorded in documents GT/DADIN/doc.255/06 rev. 1 and GT/DADIN/doc.259/06 rev. 1.
4. To request the Permanent Council to instruct the Working Group to:

a. Hold up to three meetings of negotiations of up to five days each, between July 2006 and April 2007, at least one of which shall be held at OAS headquarters;
b. Continue to take the appropriate measures to ensure continuing transparency of, and effective participation by representatives of indigenous peoples in, the negotiation meetings in pursuit of points of consensus;
c. Emphasize the need to reach compromise solutions that are attentive to the most pressing concerns of the indigenous peoples, and to the needs of all member states, in the preparation of the Draft Declaration; and
d. Before the next meeting of negotiations, adopt by consensus in the Working Group a methodology based on the document GT/DADIN/doc.246/06 rev. 2: “Proposed Methodology for the Prompt Conclusion of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” emphasizing consideration of the proposals of member states and indigenous peoples.
5. To thank the Governments of Brazil, Canada, Finland, Guatemala, Nicaragua, and the United States for their valuable contributions to the Specific Fund to Support the Preparation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; and to invite the other member states, permanent observers, and institutions to promote the aims of the Specific Fund through their contributions.

6. To request the Secretary General to continue supporting the efforts of the Working Group and to make the necessary overtures to multilateral organizations, development banks and agencies, specialized multilateral agencies, and other funding sources to obtain the resources needed by the Specific Fund in order to fulfill its purpose. 

7. To request the Selection Board of the Specific Fund to continue to work according to the principles established in resolution CP/RES. 873 (1459/04), “Amendments to the Specific Fund to Support the Preparation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” so as to ensure greater transparency, and to provide more information in its report on the specific reason(s) for choosing each beneficiary.
8. To thank also the Governments of Guatemala and Brazil for the successful organization of the sixth and seventh meetings of negotiations in the quest for points of consensus.
9. To thank the Government of Bolivia for its country’s offer to host one of the upcoming meetings of negotiations in the quest for points of consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; and to instruct the Permanent Council to consider convening that meeting, in La Paz, Bolivia, in March 2007.

10. To congratulate those governments that have held consultations with their indigenous peoples on the Draft Declaration and to invite all member states to continue such consultations.

11. To request the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, its Special Rapporteur on Indigenous Peoples, and the General Secretariat of the Organization to continue to lend their valuable support to the process of drafting the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; and to thank them for their ongoing contributions to that process.
12. To request the Permanent Council to follow up on this resolution, which will be implemented within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources, and to present a report on its implementation to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session.
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�.	Text in {bracket} proposed by the United States delegation.


�.	The delegations of Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Peru, and Venezuela propose that the entire segment in [brackets] be deleted.





