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NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF PERU SUBMITTING 
THE DRAFT RESOLUTION “STRENGTHENING POLITICAL PARTIES
FOR DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE”
This document is being distributed to the permanent missions and 
will be presented to the Permanent Council of the Organization.

PERMANENT MISSION OF PERU
TO THE

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
Note No. 7-5-M / 164

Washington, D.C., May 4, 2006

Excellency:


I have the honor of addressing Your Excellency to convey the draft resolution “Strengthening Political Parties for Democratic Governance” and to request that it be placed before the thirty-sixth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, to be held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, on June 4 to 6, 2006.


In this connection, I would be most grateful for Your Excellency’s good offices in ensuring that the draft resolution is conveyed to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for its consideration. 


Respectfully,


[signature]


HERNANDO DE LA FLOR ARBULÚ


Permanent Representative of Peru


to the Organization of American States
His Excellency Ambassador Ellsworth John

Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Chair of the Permanent Council

Organization of American States 

Washington, D.C.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

STRENGTHENING POLITICAL PARTIES FOR DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE 

(Presented by the delegation of Peru)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND that the Charter of the Organization of American States recognizes that representative democracy is an indispensable condition for the stability, peace, and development of the region;

CONSIDERING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that the essential elements of representative democracy include, among other things, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; access to power and its exercise in accordance with the rule of law; the holding of regular, free, and fair elections, based on secret balloting and universal suffrage as an expression of the sovereignty of the people; the pluralistic system of political parties and organizations; and the separation and independence of the branches of government;

CONSIDERING ALSO that the Inter-American Democratic Charter stipulates that the strengthening of political parties and other political organizations is a priority for democracy; 

RECALLING that in the Declaration of Nuevo León, adopted during the Special Summit of the Americas held in Monterrey, Mexico, the member states recognized that political pluralism and sound political parties are essential elements of democracy; underscored the importance of rules to ensure the transparency of party finances, to prevent corruption and the risk of undue influence, and to encourage a high level of electoral participation; and consequently agreed to promote the conditions that enable political parties to thrive, autonomous of government control;
RECALLING that the legislative branches of government in most of the member states are responsible for entering into international treaties and conventions, and, in addition, that they perform other legislative and oversight duties; 

ALSO RECALLING that the member states’ executive branches of government are responsible for complying with international commitments, including the Charter of the Organization of American States;

RECOGNIZING the important role played by political parties in democratic governance by mediating and channeling citizens’ demands and in serving as government and opposition;
RECALLING the hemispheric mandates regarding the strengthening and modernization of political parties handed down by the member states in both the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas and the Inter-American Democratic Charter;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the activities carried out by the Inter-American Forum on Political Parties (FIAPP); and that at the subregional and regional levels, the member states concerned have fostered actions aimed at developing democratic institutionality and strengthening political parties, such as the efforts of the Rio Group and the PARLATINO; 

BEARING IN MIND that the international meeting on “Democracy, Governance, and Political Parties in Latin America,” held on July 16 and 17, 2004, at the headquarters of PARLATINO, brought together more than three hundred parliamentarians representing 75 parties and 22 countries and adopted several proposals for the strengthening of political parties that were conveyed to the XVIII Presidential Summit of the Rio Group; and,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that in compliance with the mandates handed down under the Inter-American Democratic Charter and the Declaration of Nuevo León, the General Secretariat has concluded its comparative study of how electoral campaigns and political parties are funded,

RESOLVES:

1. To underscore the importance of consolidating political parties in the functioning of democracy.
2. To urge the member states to encourage their respective branches of government to consider, within the confines of their authority, the adoption of measures aimed at promoting the strengthening of political parties, including the passage and/or amendment of electoral legislation.
3. Encourage the further development of internal democracy within political parties, the transparent handling of political parties’ funds, the regulation of party life and of relations between parties and governments, the fight against corruption, and the promotion of equal opportunities among the members of political parties.
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To acknowledge the work carried out by the Inter-American Forum on Political Parties (FIAPP) and the Department for the Promotion of Democracy of the General Secretariat, and to urge them to continue providing assistance to those member states and regional parliamentary bodies that so request, thus contributing to the process of strengthening and reforming the Hemisphere’s political parties and party systems, including technical assistance for political parties and/or national parliaments in the field of political funding, and the identification and dissemination of common principles related to campaign and party finance.
5. To instruct the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat to report back to the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly regarding the implementation of this resolution.
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