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Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic

to the Organization of American States

OEA 147

The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chairs of the Joint Consultative Organ on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management (JCO) and is pleased to attach a proposal for establishing a permanent natural disaster consultation team, as mentioned by the Delegation of Argentina at the JCO meeting held on April 27, 2006.

This Mission would be grateful if that proposal could be taken into account as one of the inputs to be considered during the analysis of OAS structures in respect of natural and other disasters, which is expected to take place pursuant to new mandates from the upcoming regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States. The Argentine Mission would also be grateful if this note could be distributed among the Member States.

The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States avails itself of this opportunity to express to the JCO the renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., April 4, 2006

ATTACHMENTS:
As mentioned.
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Distinguished Chairs of the Joint Consultative Organ on

Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management (JCO)

Organization of American States

Washington D. C.
Proposal of the delegation of Argentina
for establishing a permanent natural disaster consultation team


Existing institutional arrangements in the OAS with respect to natural disasters need to be revamped with a view to establishing greater clarity and consistency in the mechanisms at the Organization’s disposal for helping Member States in the event of disasters. This is being done by amending the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (FONDEM) and Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) Statutes, pursuant to the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2114 (XXXV-O/05).


Without prejudice to that revamping, it alone will not guarantee that the OAS is better positioned to respond swiftly, effectively, and efficiently to the cyclical disasters striking our Hemisphere.

Bearing in mind the considerations and concerns expressed by several bodies, including the JCO, Argentina wishes to propose the consideration of the possibility of creating, within the General Secretariat, a permanent consultation team responsible for designing and assisting with the establishment of an OAS disaster response team.

The team’s role would be to:
· Organize an interconnected database of experts on disaster issues;

· Design training and regional response plans;

· Draw up plans for strengthening local volunteers;

· Establish an action and coordination mechanism for the “White Helmets” regional network of volunteers.


This small task force should enable the OAS to be ready to go at a moment's notice and be present at the scene of a disaster, coordinate hemispheric assistance, and interact with specialized teams and local volunteers.
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