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DRAFT RESOLUTION

TRIBUTE TO HIS EXCELLENCY, ALBERTO LLERAS CAMARGO,
ON THE ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS BIRTH

(Approved by the General Committee at its meeting of May 5, 2006)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
WISHING to pay tribute to the memory and ideas of His Excellency, Alberto Lleras Camargo, the distinguished Colombian intellectual, politician, diplomat, journalist, and writer, defender of peace and democracy, and leader in the struggle to achieve integration in the Hemisphere;

UNDERSCORING the intellectual and journalistic vocation of His Excellency, Alberto Lleras Camargo, manifested in his work as founder, director, editor, and correspondent of major national and Latin American newspapers and journals, such as El Liberal, La Tarde, El Independiente, La República, El Tiempo and El Espectador in Colombia; and La Nación and El Mundo in Argentina;
RECALLING that His Excellency, Alberto Lleras Camargo, was an outstanding figure in the political life of the Republic of Colombia, who, in the course of his tireless efforts to champion democratic principles and values, held important public positions, as Councilman in Bogotá, President of the House of Representatives, Ambassador, Minister of the Interior, Education, and Foreign Affairs, and President of the Republic of Colombia on two occasions; 

EMPHASIZING that His Excellency, Alberto Lleras Camargo, played a fundamental part in the reconstruction and strengthening of democratic institutions in Colombia at a time when democracy was sorely tried;

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION that His Excellency, Alberto Lleras Camargo played an active part in the major conferences and meetings that gave rise to the new international order in the aftermath of the Second World War and contributed decisively to the Pan American cause at the Seventh International Conference of American States of 1933 in Montevideo; the Inter-American Conference for the Maintenance of Peace in Buenos Aires, in 1936, at which he gave a presentation for the founding of the League of American Nations; the Inter-American Conference on Problems of War and Peace (known as the Conference of Chapultepec) in Mexico, in 1945, in which he chaired the Committee on the Inter-American System, which gave rise to the agreement that led, three years later, to the establishment of the Organization of American States (OAS); the Inter-American Conference for the Maintenance of Continental Peace and Security, held in Rio de Janeiro, in 1947, which adopted the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Rio Treaty); the Ninth International Conference of American States, which created the Organization of American States and adopted the American Treaty on Pacific Settlement or Pact of Bogotá in 1948; and at the San Francisco Conference, which established the United Nations in 1945; 
RECALLING that His Excellency, Alberto Lleras Camargo, the last Director-General of the Pan American Union and the only Latin American to occupy that post, became the first Secretary General of the OAS, a position he held from 1947 to 1954; and 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that this year marks the one hundredth anniversary of the birth of His Excellency, Alberto Lleras Camargo,

RESOLVES:
1.
To extol the work and ideas of His Excellency, Alberto Lleras Camargo, and, in particular, his contribution to the ideal of American unity and constant struggle for peace and democracy in the Hemisphere.

2.
To pay tribute to the memory of His Excellency, Alberto Lleras Camargo in order to highlight and express our appreciation for his valuable contributions to the strengthening and prestige of the Organization as the last Director-General of the Pan American Union and first Secretary General of the Organization of American States.

3.
To join the celebrations of the one hundredth anniversary of the birth of His Excellency, Alberto Lleras Camargo, illustrious citizen of Colombia, the Americas, and the world.
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