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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND that the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, in the Declaration of Mar del Plata, adopted at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, encouraged the work of the Organization of American States (OAS) in drafting the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, “whose principles and objectives will be directed towards the achievement by member states of societies that offer all of our citizens more opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion;”

IMPLEMENTING the mandate of the Heads of State and Government of the Americas set forth in the Plan of Action adopted at the Mar del Plata Summit, whereby the OAS is to encourage the work currently under way in the Organization in order to “conclude successfully the negotiation of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action;”

CONSIDERING its resolutions AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), and AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05), which call for the drafting of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, to include the principles of social development and to establish specific goals and targets that reinforce the Organization’s existing instruments on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty; and
AWARE of the inescapable need for a prompt and successful conclusion to the negotiation of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action,

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the willingness and commitment of our states to adopt the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, so that the American Hemisphere will have a political instrument for the promotion of, observance of, and respect for economic, social, and cultural rights and will promote human development and the elimination of extreme poverty, in order to strengthen democracy in the states of the Hemisphere.

2. To instruct the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on the Social Charter of the Americas to finalize the Draft Social Charter of the Americas before March 31, 2007.
3. To instruct the Permanent Council to convene a special session of the General Assembly, to be held in Caracas, Venezuela, no later than April 30, 2007, to adopt the Social Charter of the Americas.
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