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DRAFT RESOLUTION

SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS: RENEWAL OF THE HEMISPHERIC

COMMITMENT TO FIGHT EXTREME POVERTY IN THE REGION
(Presented by the Delegation of the United States of America)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
BEARING IN MIND that AG/RES.2139 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES.2056 (XXXIV-O/04) commit our countries to drafting a Social Charter of the Americas and Plan of Action which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty;
BEARING IN MIND ALSO:
That representative democracy is indispensable for the stability, peace and development of the region;
That the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that democracy is indispensable for the effective exercise of fundamental freedoms and human rights in their universality, indivisibility and interdependence, embodied in the respective constitutions of states and in inter-American and international human rights instruments;
That the promotion and observance of civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights is inherently linked to integral development, equality of opportunity, and equitable economic growth;
CONSIDERING:
That the effective exercise of representative democracy is strengthened and deepened by permanent, ethical, and responsible participation of the citizenry within a legal framework conforming to the respective constitutional order, and that democracy is essential for the social, political, and economic development of the peoples of the Americas;
RECALLING the Monterrey Consensus, the Declarations of the Summits of the Americas, and other relevant documents of the Organization of the American States; and

HAVING SEEN the report on the implementation of the aforementioned resolutions, contained in document GTC/CASA/doc.29/06,

RESOLVES:
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1. To renew the mandate given to the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action, which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.
2. To affirm that the Social Charter of the Americas and Plan of Action should continue to be the object of careful study, preparation, and drafting, so that when completed the Social Charter and Plan of Action will generate widespread attention and support within all the countries of the hemisphere.
3. To affirm also that the negotiations for the Social Charter of the Americas and Plan of Action are designed to produce a consensus and long-lasting document that will have a meaningful and significant impact on the reduction of poverty in the hemisphere, but given the complexity of the subject matter involved, no specific timetable or date of completion can be established at this time.
4. To request the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to report the results of their work to the General Assembly for consideration and adoption.
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