[image: image1.wmf] 

 

PERMANENT COUNCIL

 

OEA/Ser.G

CP/doc.4119/06

9 May 2006

Original: Spanish

NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF CHILE FORWARDING THE

DRAFT RESOLUTION: MEETING OF MINISTERS OF JUSTICE OR OF 

MINISTERS OR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OF THE AMERICAS: 
STRENGTHENING THE ACTIVITIES OF THE JSCA

This document is being distributed to the permanent missions and 
will be presented to the Permanent Council of the Organization.
PERMANENT MISSION OF CHILE
TO THE
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
Note No. 168


The Permanent Mission of Chile to the OAS presents its compliments to the Chair of the Permanent Council and is pleased to present a draft resolution to the General Assembly of the Organization at its thirty-sixth regular session, entitled “MEETING OF MINISTERS OF JUSTICE OR OF MINISTERS OR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OF THE AMERICAS: STRENGTHENING THE ACTIVITIES OF THE JUSTICE STUDIES CENTER OF THE AMERICAS,” which is attached to this Note.  That draft is presented in connection with the item “Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers, or Attorneys-General of the Americas,” which was recently added to the agenda of the next General Assembly.

On April 26, 2006 , at their sixth meeting, held recently in Santo Domingo, in the Dominican Republic, the Ministers of Justice or Ministers or Attorneys-General of the Americas adopted the document entitled “CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SIXTH MEETING OF MINISTERS OF JUSTICE OR OF MINISTERS OR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OF THE AMERICAS “ (classified as OEA/Ser.GCP/doc.4107/06).

In Section V of that document, the Ministers or Attorneys-General expressed their satisfaction with the Report on Judicial Systems in the Americas 2004-2005, prepared and presented by the JSCA, and requested the Center to continue contributing to the processes of reform and strengthening of the criminal justice systems of the member states, through its activities of research, evaluation, dissemination, training, and technical support.  In that regard REMJA urged the Center to continue publishing the above mentioned Report.  The aforementioned authorities also formally recognized the efforts and activities of CEJA reflected in its Report of Activities and encouraged the Center to continue its valuable work.

In Section VI, the Ministers of Justice or Ministers or Attorneys-General of the Americas recommended that a “proposed plan of voluntary contributions be presented for consideration at the next regular session of the OAS General Assembly, taking into account that the voluntary contributions by Member States are indispensable to fund the Center’s basic costs.”

Bearing in mind that the recommendations of the Ministers of Justice or Attorneys-General of the Americas will be considered by the OAS General Assembly at its upcoming regular session and that, consequently, it is necessary to follow through on the ideas expressed by the highest judicial authorities in the Hemisphere, pursuant to Section VI of the Recommendations, the Permanent Mission of Chile to the OAS considers it appropriate at this time to request the Permanent Council of the OAS to submit the attached draft resolution to its Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) for its consideration.
In asking that this request be included on the Order of Business for the regular meeting of the Council on Wednesday, May 10, 2006, the Permanent Mission of Chile avails itself of the opportunity to convey to the Chair of the Permanent Council the assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C. May 8, 2006
DRAFT RESOLUTION

MEETING OF MINISTERS OF JUSTICE OR OF MINISTERS
OR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OF THE AMERICAS:  STRENGTHENING THE
ACTIVITIES OF THE JUSTICE STUDIES CENTER OF THE AMERICAS

(Presented by the Permanent Mission of Chile)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN the mandates assigned by the Third and Fourth Summits of the Americas; resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXVI-E/99), containing the decision to establish the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA); resolution AG/RES. 2068 (XXXV-O/05), “Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA)”; the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (AG/doc.    /06), especially with respect to compliance with aforementioned resolution AG/RES. 2068 (XXXV-O/05) and resolution AG/RES _____ (XXXVI-O/06), “Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA)”;

BEARING IN MIND, in particular, the mandate conferred by the Fourth Summit of the Americas and the instruction by the Ministers of Justice or Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas at REMJA-V, held in Washington, D.C. in 2005, that the Justice Studies Center of the Americas prepare and submit a Funding Plan; 

WELCOMING the presentation by the Center, at REMJA-VI, held in Santo Domingo, in the Dominican Republic, in April 2006, of a Funding Plan that proposes a system of suggested voluntary contributions by member states to cover the JSCA’s basic costs;

RECOGNIZING that, according to that Plan, the Center’s basic costs for central administration and the services provided on a regional basis through its Virtual Information Center and publications, currently amount to US$675,000 a year;
CONSIDERING that, with respect to the JSCA, in their Recommendations and Conclusions adopted at REMJA-VI, the ministers of justice and attorneys-general recommended that this suggested voluntary contributions plan proposed by the Center for the member states be presented for consideration by the OAS General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session, “taking into account that the voluntary contributions by Member States are indispensable to fund the Center’s basic costs”; and

APPRECIATING the Report on the Center’s Activities and its Report on Judicial Systems in the Americas 2004-2005, as well as the concrete initiatives fostered by the Center in recent years to strengthen justice systems in the Hemisphere,
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RESOLVES:
1. To urge member states to make voluntary contributions to the Center to cover its basic costs for central administration and the services provided on a regional basis through its Virtual Information Center and publications.

2. That for the purposes contemplated in the foregoing operative paragraph, consideration be given to following the proposals presented by the JSCA at each REMJA.

3. To encourage the JSCA to continue its work of research, dissemination, training, and technical assistance for judicial reform projects in the Hemisphere.
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