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I. INTRODUCTION

The Permanent Council, at its meeting on July 31, 2002, merged the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management with the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.  The new Committee, the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), is charged with coordinating the activities that the Summits of the Americas assign to the Organization of American States and civil society participation in the OAS activities and the Summit Process.


The present report refers to the activities of the CISC in the 2005-2006 period, which took into consideration the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas and the General Assembly of the Organization as well as the functions assigned by the Permanent Council of the Organization.  This report reflects the achievements of specific activities devised by the members of the Committee to carry the mentioned mandates.

II. OFFICERS

As host the Fourth Summit of the Americas and Chair of the Summit Process, the Permanent Representative of Argentina, Ambassador Rodolfo Hugo Gil, assumed the Chairmanship of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.

III. SPECIFIC MANDATES


The permanent Council, at its meeting of July 20, 2005, assigned the CISC, through document CP/doc.4049/05 rev. 3, the following General Assembly resolutions to consider and take appropriate action: AG/RES. 2092 (XXXV-O/05), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities and in the Summits of the Americas Process,” and AG/RES. 2091 (XXXV-O/05), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process.”
Likewise, the Committee studied the mandates contained in AG/RES. 2093 (XXXV-O/05), “Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation.”

To fulfill these mandates, the Chair presented a Work Plan, which was approved by the CISC during its meeting on September 28, 2005.

IV. ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT


The CISC held eight (8) meetings during this reporting period.  At these meetings, the Committee considered the topics of civil society participation in OAS activities and the Summits of the Americas process; follow-up of the mandates from the Summits of the Americas; preparatory activities and implementation of the Fourth Summit of the Americas held on November 4 and 5in Mar del Plata, Argentina; and the follow-up of the implementation of the Plan of Action of Mexico City on Decentralization and Strengthening of Municipal and Regional Administrations and Citizen Participation.

A. Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities

In accordance with resolution AG/RES. 1991 (XXXIV-O/04), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities,” the Committee considered and approved, during this reporting period, forty nine (49) requests from civil society organizations to be entered into the registry of civil society organizations in the OAS.  Of these requests, the Permanent Council approved forty four (44) while five (5) are in the process of consideration.


In this sense, the Chair, during the meetings of the CISC, underscored the importance of conforming to the criterion and parameters established in the Organization’s rules and regulations, particularly those contained in resolutions CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), when studying these applications.


During this period, the number of registered organizations rose by 40% over the previous year, which reflects the interest civil society interest in registering, and fulfills the mandate of the Member State to increase civil society participation in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas Process.


The CISC considered and approved, during its meeting on May 11, the draft resolution CP/CISC-243/06 rev. 1 “Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities and the Summits of the Americas Process,” presented by the Chair.  The mentioned draft takes into account the guidelines and strategies for the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities that were approved in resolutions CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”


Likewise, the CISC considered the important mandate emanating from the Fourth Summit of the Americas, which recognized the role of the OAS in the follow up and implementation of the mandates from the Summits of the Americas and instructed the General Secretariat to coordinate the participation of civil society in the Summit Process.

On the other hand, in relation with the Dialogue between the representatives of civil society and the Heads of Delegations of the Member States during the General Assembly, the Chair of the CISC, the Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic to the OAS, and the Summits of the Americas Department carried out appropriate efforts to ensure ample civil society participation.

To this end, the Summits of the Americas Department held the Roundtable with Civil Society “Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society” on May 2-3, 2006 at OAS headquarters.  The purpose of the Roundtable was to encourage increased discussions and the exchange of ideas among civil society organizations that follow up Summit mandates and carry out activities related to the themes of the inter-American agenda.  The recommendations contained in the document CP/CISC-248/06 corr. 1, Recommendations from Civil Society in the Roundtable with Civil Society “Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society,” will serve a basis for the dialogue that will be held with representatives of civil society organizations and Heads of Delegation of the Member States and the Secretary General at the thirty-sixth regular session of the OAS General Assembly.

B. Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process

In compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2091 (XXXV-O/05), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process,” the General Secretariat, through the Summits of the Americas Department, supported the meetings of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) held in preparation and follow up of the mandates emanating from the Four Summit of the Americas held in Mar del Plata, Argentina on November 4-5, 2005.

In the Fourth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government adopted the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata, with the commitment to fight poverty, inequality, hunger, and social exclusion in order to elevate living conditions and reinforce democratic governance in the Americas.

In the framework of the Four Summit of the Americas, the Summit of the Americas Department presented the following publications:

- 
Achievements of the Summits of the Americas: National Accomplishments

- 
Achievements of the Summits of the Americas: Institutional Contributions

The mentioned publications present a summary of the programs and projects executed by the countries and multilateral agencies according to the mandates of the Summit Process, particularly the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec, 2001), the Special Summit of the Americas (Monterrey, 2004).

Likewise, the Summits of the Americas distributed the Publication, “Official Documents of the Summits of the Americas Process 2004-2006” Volume IV, in order to ensure the promotion of the mandates of the Special Summits of the Americas (Monterrey, 2004) and the Fourth Summit of the Americas (Mar del Plata, 2005).

At its meeting on May 11, 2006, CISC considered and approved draft resolutions, presented by the Chair of the CISC, CP/CISC-244/06 “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process” and CP/CISC-242/06 rev.1 “Follow up and Implementation of the Mandates of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata.”

C. Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation

In fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2093, “Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation,” the Committee considered the report presented by the Executive Coordinator of the Department for the Promotion of Democracy (DPD) of the Subsecretariat of Political Affairs of the OAS.  In the mentioned report, the DPD highlighted the background of the Meeting as well as the proceedings and the results.

Similarly, at it meeting of May 11, 2006, the Committee considered the report of the General Secretariat on the implementation of this resolution and approved the corresponding draft resolution (CP/CISC-246/06) “Declaration of Recife,” presented by the Permanent Mission of Brazil. 

V. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Forty four (44) new civil society organizations were registered during this period, bringing the total number of civil society organizations in the OAS registry to 171.


With regard to the follow up activities of the Summits of the Americas Process, the OAS, through its organs, agencies, and entities, focused its activities on the fulfillment of Summits of the Americas mandates, especially the Fourth Summit of the Americas.


The Committee is pleased to conclude that the Organization of American States continues to play an active role in the follow-up and implementation of Summits of the Americas initiatives and in promoting the participation of civil society in the OAS activities and the Summits of the Americas Process.


Likewise, the Committee believes that it is fundamental that the General Secretariat continue providing the necessary support to effectively implement and follow up the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, which include the methodological and technical support for the evaluation and implementation of the mandates as well as the efforts to ensure the linkages of these mandates with the ministerial and sectorial meetings related to the Summits and carry out the work of coordinating and promoting the participation of civil society in the activities of the OAS and the Summit Process.


The Committee acknowledges the General Secretariat, in particular the Summits of the Americas Department and the Secretary of the Permanent Council, for all their support during this period.


This report and the attached draft resolutions reflect the recommendations of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities for future action and will be presented to the Permanent Council and, eventually, to the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly.


Rodolfo Hugo Gil


Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Argentina


Chair, Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and


Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities
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