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I.
Mandates

At its Thirty-Fifth Regular Session, the General Assembly requested, inter alia, the Permanent Council to convene, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, several meetings related to different topics entrusted to that Committee, including (i) a meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions; (ii) a meeting to consider the topic of the limitation of military expenditures and the promotion of greater transparency in the acquisition of arms; and (iii) a seminar to consider, from a strategic point of view, how extreme poverty erodes social cohesion and undermines the security of states. These three meetings were mandated as follows: 
i. Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, AG/RES. 2110 (XXXV-O/05), operative paragraph 5

In this resolution, the General Assembly requested the Permanent Council to convene, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, a meeting of the states parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, "to which member states not party to the Convention will also be invited, to review implementation of that Convention, consider activities aimed at promoting its signature and ratification, and contribute to the preparation of the First Conference of the States Parties, which will take place in 2009 pursuant to Article VIII of the Convention."
ii. Limitation of Military Spending, AG/RES. 2152 (XXXV-O/05), operative paragraph 5

Through this resolution, the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council "to continue considering, in the context of the work of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and in compliance with the mandate contained in the Declaration adopted at the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, 2001), the topic of limitation of military expenditures and the promotion of greater transparency in the acquisition of arms, bearing in mind, among other elements, the legitimate security and defense needs of states and unilateral, bilateral, subregional, and hemispheric perspectives of the topic, and to organize, during the first half of 2006, a meeting of the Committee with the participation of experts on the subject and representatives of relevant subregional and international bodies."
iii. Addressing Extreme Poverty, Inequality, and Social Exclusion as a Means of Strengthening Hemispheric Security, AG/RES. 2115 (XXXV-O/05), operative paragraph 2 

The General Assembly, through this resolution, instructed the Permanent Council "to hold, in the context of the work of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, and in coordination with the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), in the third quarter of 2006, a seminar, with the participation of government experts, international organizations, and representatives of civil society, for the purpose of considering, from a strategic point of view, how extreme poverty erodes social cohesion and undermines the security of states."
II.
Proceedings

i. Meeting of the States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions 


With respect to this meeting of States Parties, the Delegation of Canada underscored the importance of the Convention for confidence- and security-building and the need to promote its ratification by all OAS Member States.  To that end, this delegation presented a draft resolution on the holding of the meeting of states parties, proposing that it be a one-day meeting.  The Committee accepted Canada's proposal and agreed to recommend that it be held on November 30, 2006.


Accordingly, the Committee approved, with some amendments, the draft resolution also put forward by the Delegation of Canada, "Convocation of the Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions", set out in document CP/CSH-748/06 rev. 2 corr. 1 (Appendix I).

ii. Meeting on the Limitation of Military Spending and the Promotion of Greater Transparency in the Acquisition of Arms


The Delegation of Peru presented a draft resolution in follow-up to the mandate to hold the meeting on the limitation of military expenditures and the promotion of greater transparency in the acquisition of arms.  When considering this proposal, the Committee took into account the General Assembly request that this meeting be held during the first half of 2006, but decided to recommend that, given the Committee's workload as well as the unanticipated length of concluding certain of its assignments, the meeting be postponed to December 1, 2006 to allow for proper preparation.  

Also, the Committee considers that since this meeting and the abovementioned meeting of the States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions deal with related matters and that it is probable that the government experts for both meetings would be the same, programming these events on consecutive dates would be most economical for the Member States and for the Organization. 

The Committee approved, with some amendments, the draft resolution as set out in document CP/CSH-752/06 rev. 4 (Appendix II).

iii. Seminar to consider, from a strategic point of view, how extreme poverty erodes social cohesion and undermines the security of states

Regarding the mandate to hold a seminar in the last quarter of 2006 to consider, from a strategic point of view, how poverty erodes social cohesion and undermines the security of states, the Delegation of Brazil proposed that the meeting be held on March 12, 2007.  This proposal was based on the fact that there are several OAS meetings scheduled for the last quarter of 2006. The Committee, considering the importance of the subject matter of the seminar and the need to ensure that it is properly organized, agreed to the proposal.  


The Committee approved, with some amendments, the draft resolution tabled by the Delegation of Brazil, as set out in document CP/CSH-756/06 rev. 2 (Appendix III). 
III.
Recommendations

I am pleased to submit for the Permanent Council's consideration these three draft resolutions, attached, with the Committee's recommendation that they be adopted.
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Esteban Tomic Errázuriz

Permanent Representative of Chile to the OAS

Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

May 9, 2006
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4 May 2006


COMMITTEE HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
Original: English

DRAFT RESOLUTION
CONVOCATION OF THE MEETING OF STATES PARTIES TO THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON TRANSPARENCY IN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS ACQUISITIONS
(Presented by the Delegation of Canada, co-sponsored by Chile,

considered by the Committee at its meeting held on April 20, 2006, 

and approved at its meeting held on April 25, 2006)

DRAFT RESOLUTION
CONVOCATION OF THE MEETING OF STATES PARTIES TO THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON TRANSPARENCY IN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS ACQUISITIONS 
(Presented by the Delegation of Canada, co-sponsored by Chile,

considered by the Committee at its meeting held on April 20, 2006,

and approved at its meeting held on April 25, 2006)
THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,

RECALLING the General Assembly request that the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, convene a meeting of the states parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, to which member states not party to the Convention will also be invited, to review implementation of that Convention, consider activities aimed at promoting its signature and ratification, and contribute to the preparation of the First Conference of the States Parties, which will take place in 2009 pursuant to Article VIII of the Convention, as set out in operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 2110 (XXXV-O/05); 


HAVING SEEN the Report of the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Committee's recommendation that the said meeting of states parties be held in the fall of 2006; 

BEARING IN MIND:

That the said Convention, in Article VIII, calls for the convening of a conference of States Parties by the depositary, seven years from the date of entry into force of the Convention;

That the said Convention entered into force on November 21, 2002; and

That to date 11 Member States have ratified the said Convention and 20 have signed it; and

DEEMING it timely and convenient to begin preparations for the first Conference of States Parties which will take place in 2009,

RESOLVES:
1. To convene a one-day Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, for the purposes set out by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES. 2110 (XXXV-O/05), with the participation of all signatory states of the Convention, to be held on November 30, 2006, at the Headquarters of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States in Washington, D.C.

2. To request the Committee on Hemispheric Security to make the preparations for the holding of the said Meeting of States Parties, including defining the agenda and calendar, and drafting recommendations for the First Conference of States Parites of the said Convention, as well as any other documents it deems necessary.

3. To request the Secretary General to bear in mind the recommendations of the said Meeting of States Parties Committee and to work closely with the States Parties and the Committee on Hemispheric Security when preparing the said First Conference of States Parties to the Convention.

4. That this resolution shall be implemented within the resources allocated in Program-Budget of the Organization and other resources.

5. To request the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the General Secretariat to report to the Permanent Council on compliance with this resolution by December 15, 2006.
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9 May 2006


COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
Original: Spanish

DRAFT RESOLUTION

CONVOCATION OF THE MEETING ON THE LIMITATION OF MILITARY SPENDING

AND THE PROMOTION OF GREATER TRANSPARENCY IN THE ACQUISITION OF ARMS
(Presented by the Delegation of Peru, co-sponsored by Costa Rica

and approved by the Committee at its meeting held on May 9, 2006)

DRAFT RESOLUTION

CONVOCATION OF THE MEETING ON THE LIMITATION OF MILITARY SPENDING

AND THE PROMOTION OF GREATER TRANSPARENCY IN THE ACQUISITION OF ARMS
(Presented by the Delegation of Peru, co-sponsored by Costa Rica

and approved by the Committee at its meeting held on May 9, 2006)

THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,

ADVANCE \d4
RECALLING that, in operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 2152 (XXXV-O/05), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to organize, in the context of the work of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, a meeting to consider the topic of the limitation of military expenditures and the promotion of greater transparency in the acquisition of arms, bearing in mind, among other elements, the legitimate security and defense needs of the member states, and unilateral, bilateral, subregional, and hemispheric perspectives; 
RECALLING ALSO, that in the said resolution AG/RES. 2152 (XXXV-O/05) the General Assembly resolved to continue promoting in the Hemisphere an environment conducive to arms control, the limitation of conventional weapons, and the nonproliferation of weapons of mass destruction, making it possible to devote a larger amount of resources to the economic and social development of the member states, which is an essential purpose set forth in the Charter of the Organization of American States, bearing in mind the fulfillment of international commitments and the legitimate security and defense needs of the member states; and


HAVING SEEN the report of the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Committee’s recommendation that the abovementioned meeting be held in the fall of 2006,

RESOLVES:
1. To convene a one-day meeting of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, for the purposes established in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2152 (XXXV-O/05), with the participation of government experts on the subject, to be held on December 1, 2006, at the headquarters of the Organization of American States, in Washington, D.C.
2. To request member states to present to the Permanent Council by mid-July 2006, for purposes of the said Committee meeting, their views on the topic of the limitation of military expenditure and the promotion of greater transparency in the acquisition of arms, bearing in mind, among other elements, the legitimate security and defense needs of states.

3. To request the Committee on Hemispheric Security to make preparations for the meeting, including the establishment of its agenda and schedule, as well as any other documents deemed necessary, and to request the views of civil society organizations for consideration during the preparatory process for this meeting.
4. That this resolution shall be implemented in accordance with the resources allocated in the Program-Budget of the Organization and other resources.

5. To request the Committee on Hemispheric Security to report to the Permanent Council by December 15, 2006, on the implementation of this resolution.
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28 April 2006


COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
Original: Portuguese

DRAFT RESOLUTION

ADDRESSING EXTREME POVERTY, INEQUALITY, AND SOCIAL EXCLUSION
AS A MEANS OF STRENGTHENING HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

(Presented by the delegation of Brazil, co-sponsored by Haiti, Honduras, and Venezuela;
considered by the Committee at its meeting held on April 25, 2006 
and approved at its meeting of April 28, 2006)
DRAFT RESOLUTION

ADDRESSING EXTREME POVERTY, INEQUALITY, AND SOCIAL EXCLUSION
AS A MEANS OF STRENGTHENING HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

(Presented by the delegation of Brazil, co-sponsored by Haiti, Honduras, and Venezuela;

considered by the Committee at its meeting held on April 25, 2006 

and approved at its meeting of April 28, 2006)
THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,

ADVANCE \d4
RECALLING that, in operative paragraph 2 of resolution AG/RES. 2115 (XXXV-O/05), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to hold, in the context of the work of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, and in coordination with the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), a seminar, with the participation of government experts, international organizations, and representatives of civil society, for the purpose of considering, from a strategic point of view, how extreme poverty erodes social cohesion and undermines the security of states; 

RECALLING ALSO that the Declaration of Santiago, approved at the Second Summit of the Americas (1998, Chile) contains a series of measures designed to eradicate poverty and discrimination; and

HAVING SEEN the Report of the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Committee’s recommendation that this seminar be held in the spring of 2007,

RESOLVES:

1. To convene a seminar of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, for the purposes established in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2115 (XXXV-O/05), to be held on March 12, 2007, at the headquarters of the Organization of American States, in Washington, D.C.
2. To request the Committee on Hemispheric Security, in coordination with the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), to make preparations for the meeting, including the establishment of its agenda and schedule, as well as any other documents deemed necessary.
3. That this resolution be implemented within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

4. To request the Committee on Hemispheric Security to report to the Permanent Council by April 15, 2007 on the implementation of this resolution.
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