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I.
Mandates

At its Thirty-Fifth Regular Session, the General Assembly adopted three resolutions on mine action: (i) Support for Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru, AG/RES. 2105 (XXXV-O/05); (ii) Support for the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnnel Mines in Central America, AG/RES. 2106 (XXXV-O/05); and (iii) The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone, AG/RES. 2142 (XXXV-O/05). 

Although these resolutions do not contain mandates to the Committee on Hemispheric Security, the Permanent Council has included the mine action topic on the Committee's agenda in the past, and at its meeting of July 20, 2005 assigned them to the Committee.
II.
Proceedings


The Committee held a meeting on April 11, 2006, to consider this topic.
/ On that occasion the OAS Office of Humanitarian Mine Action gave an oral report on developments with the Comprehensive Mine Action Program (AICMA) in the past year and implementation of the resolutions, abovementioned.  The Committee also took note of the written report of the General Secretariat which had been forwarded to it by the Permanent Council, document CP/doc. 4098/06 rev. 1.
/

As has been the tradition, the Member States with special interest in this topic, presented draft resolutions to the Committee on Hemispheric Security, in which the progress made in demining is detailed, and objectives are proposed for adoption by the General Assembly. 

II.A.
The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone

The Delegation of Canada presented a draft resolution entitled "The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone", document CP/CSH-747/06, which consolidates the subject matter of resolutions AG/RES. 2142 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2106 (XXXV-O/05).   As a result, this draft resolution is stronger, addressing in a single text the demining issue in the Hemisphere, as well as the progress made by affected member states in implementing comprehensive mine action programs. Additionally, the draft resolution calls on States Parties and non-states parties that share the objectives of the Ottawa Convention
/ to implement the Nairobi Action Plan, and reiterates the importance of Member States' participation in the OAS Register of Antipersonnel Land Mines.

Recognizing the role that the Inter-American Defense Board has played in several countries, providing technical advice and support in demining activities, the Committee included mention of the recent General Assembly decision to establish the Board as an entity of the Organization and the adoption of new Statutes for the Board which clearly defines, inter alia, its function in the provision of technical advisory services related to comprehensive mine action.
/  

The draft resolution was amended and approved, as set out in document CP/CSH-747/06 rev. 2 (Appendix I). 


It must be noted that the United States entered a reservation to the text, and requested that its position be included as a footnote to the draft resolution, and that it has been so included.


II.B.
Support for Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru

The Delegations of Ecuador and Peru introduced a draft resolution which focuses on the problem of antipersonnel mines in their common border areas, as well as their ongoing national mine-clearing programs and joint humanitarian demining efforts to address this problem.  Assistance and support received by Ecuador and Peru from other member states, the Organization itself, through the AICMA, permanent observer states to the OAS, and international donors are recognized in this text.  It is proposed that through this resolution the General Assembly call for the continuation of such technical and financial support for the implementation of mine action programs.


This draft resolution was considered and approved with some amendments, as set out in document CP/CSH-751/06 rev. 2 (Appendix II).
 III.
Recommendations

I am pleased to submit for the Permanent Council's consideration these two draft resolutions with the Committee's recommendation that they be approved and forwarded to the General Assembly for adoption.
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Esteban Tomic Errázuriz

Permanent Representative of Chile to the OAS

Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

THE AMERICAS AS AN ANTIPERSONNEL-LAND-MINE-FREE ZONE

(Presented by the Delegation of Canada on April 11, 2006, 

co-sponsored by Chile, Ecuador, and Honduras, and 

approved by the Committee on April 20, 2006)

DRAFT RESOLUTION

THE AMERICAS AS AN ANTIPERSONNEL-LAND-MINE-FREE ZONE 
/
(Presented by the Delegation of Canada on April 11, 2006,

co-sponsored by Chile, Ecuador, and Honduras, and 

approved by the Committee on April 20, 2006)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

REITERATING its profound concern over the presence in the Americas of thousands of antipersonnel land mines and other undetonated explosive devices;

BEARING IN MIND:

The serious threat that mines and other unexploded ordnance pose to the safety, health, and lives of local civilian populations, as well as of personnel participating in humanitarian, peacekeeping, and rehabilitation programs and operations;
That the presence of mines is a factor that impedes economic and social development in rural and urban areas; and 

That their elimination constitutes an obligation and prerequisite for the development and integration of peoples, especially in border areas, and helps to consolidate a common strategy for combating poverty; 

RECOGNIZING WITH SATISFACTION:

The efforts being made by Member States to implement comprehensive mine-action programs, including activities aimed at mine-risk education, stockpile destruction, mine clearance, the physical and psychological rehabilitation of victims, and the socioeconomic reclamation of demined areas;

The mine-free declaration made by the Government of Honduras at the conclusion of the final phase of its National Mine Action Plan, in October 2004, and the more than 65,000 families who benefited from this important humanitarian effort;

The mine-free declarations made by the Governments of Costa Rica and El Salvador in fulfillment of their obligations under the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction (Ottawa Convention);

The important and commendable effort made by the Government of Guatemala in managing to complete its mine clearance and destruction of explosive devices operations in 2005, culminating in its mine-free declaration of December, 2005, ahead of schedule, in fulfillment of its obligations under the Ottawa Convention, and its readiness to establish a physical and psychological rehabilitation program for the victims of antipersonnel mines;


The outstanding efforts of Nicaragua in anticipation of concluding its mine clearance and destruction of explosive devices operations by the end of 2006, thereby taking another step toward transforming Central America into the first mine-free region in the world, and to implement the program of support for the victims of mines and destruction of explosive devices, as well as the vocational reintegration program;

The important efforts made by Chile to adhere fully to the precepts set forth in the Ottawa Convention, including the destruction of all stockpiled mines; advances in demining on the border with Peru; work initiated on the borders with Argentina and Bolivia; and the initiative to validate a list of victims, thus making it possible to have a precise and useful record of the injured parties;

The start of mine-clearing operations in Colombia in November 2005, the development and training of a group of Colombian sappers, and the implementation of a rehabilitation and vocational reintegration program for the victims of mines and explosive devices;

The notable effort made by Suriname in managing to complete its mine-clearing and destruction of explosive devices program in 2005; and


The completion of the destruction of stockpiles and fulfillment of Article 4 of the Ottawa Convention by all the states parties to it in the Hemisphere; 

RECOGNIZING:

The valuable contributions by Member States such as Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, the United States, and Venezuela; and by Permanent Observers such as Denmark, France, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, the Russian Federation, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, the United Kingdom, and the European Union;;

The efforts being made by all governments to implement comprehensive mine-action programs, including activities aimed at mine-risk education, stockpile destruction, mine clearance, the physical and psychological rehabilitation of victims, and the socioeconomic reclamation of demined areas in their countries; 

The success of the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA), which for over 14 years has supported humanitarian de-mining activities and the destruction of explosive devices; and

The important and efficient coordination work of the General Secretariat, through AICMA, together with the technical assistance of the Inter-American Defense Board;

WELCOMING the work of non-governmental organizations in furthering the aim of a Hemisphere and a world free of antipersonnel land mines, which is often performed in cooperation and association with the states; 
HAVING SEEN:


The Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly, in particular the sections on matters assigned to the Committee on Hemispheric Security (AG/doc…../06); and

The Report of the General Secretariat on the Implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 2105 (XXXV-O/05), “Support for Actions against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru”, AG/RES. 2106 (XXXV-O/05), “Support for the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Central America” and AG/RES. 2142 (XXXV-O/05), “The Americas an an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone,” (CP/doc. …/06);

RECALLING:

Its resolutions AG/RES. 1411 (XXVI-O/96), AG/RES. 1496 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1569 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1644 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1794 (XXXI-O/01), and AG/RES. 1889 (XXXII-O/02), “The Western Hemisphere an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone”; AG/RES. 1936 (XXXIII-O/03), “The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone”; AG/RES. 2142 (XXXV-O/05), “The Americas an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone”; and AG/RES. 1744 (XXX-O/00), “Cooperation for Security in the Hemisphere,” in which it reaffirmed the goals of the global elimination of antipersonnel land mines and the conversion of the Americas into an antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone;


Its resolutions AG/RES. 1498 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1568, (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES 1641 (XXXVIII-O/99), AG/RES. 1995 (XXXlV-O/04), AG/RES. 2106 (XXXV-O/05) "Support for the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Central America",  AG/RES. 1299 (XXIV-O/94), “Regional Contribution to Global Security: Antipersonnel Land Mines”; and AG/RES. 1343 (XXV-O/95), "Mine-Clearing Programs", which reaffirmed the commitment of member states to use every means necessary to rid their countries of antipersonnel mines;  and



Its resolution AG/RES. 1240 (XXIII-O/93), "Inter-American Defense Board" and its resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXII-E/06), "Statutes of the Inter-American Defense Board";


RECALLING ALSO that in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted at the Special Conference on Security, held in Mexico City on October 28, 2003, the States in the Hemisphere reaffirmed their support for establishing the Hemisphere as an anti-personnel-landmine-free zone; and
TAKING NOTE of the successful outcomes of the Meeting of States Parties to the Ottawa Convention, held from November 28 to December 2, 2005, in Zagreb, Croatia, and the Declaration adopted by participants at that meeting, 
ADVANCE \d 4RESOLVES:

1. To renew its support for the commitment of Member States to strive jointly to rid their territories of landmines and their impact and to convert the Americas into an antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone.

2. To stress the responsibility of all Member States to continue their vital cooperation in mine action as an innovative form of confidence- and security-building.
3. To acknowledge the moral obligation of Member States to support victims of antipersonnel mines both physically and financially, with rehabilitation and vocational reintegration, through their national institutions.
4. To firmly condemn, in accordance with the principles and norms of international humanitarian law, the use, stockpiling, production, and transfer of antipersonnel mines by non-state actors, acts which put at grave risk the population of the affected countries; and to reaffirm that progress toward a mine-free world will be facilitated if non-state actors observe the international norm established by the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction (Ottawa Convention).

5. To urge Member States to continue considering mine action as a national and regional priority and to foster the necessary political momentum and contribution of resources to maintain the leadership that the Americas have acquired globally to further this fundamental humanitarian task.
6. To encourage Member States to develop statements of remaining goals and to collaborate with the OAS Mine Action Team, through its mine clearance, mine-risk education, and victim assistance programs, in order to advance mine action in the region.

7. To further encourage Member States and Permanent Observers to support the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Landmines (AICMA) with all necessary means and to provide resources to mine action programs in the region in order to achieve the goal of the Americas as an antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone.

8. To urge member states which have not yet done so to ratify or consider acceding to the Ottawa Convention as soon as possible to ensure its full and effective implementation.

9. To call upon all states parties and non-states parties that share the objectives of the Ottawa Convention to take all necessary action, at the national, regional, and international levels, to implement the Nairobi Action Plan 2005-2009.

10. To reiterate the importance of participation by all Member States in the OAS Register of Antipersonnel Land Mines by April 15 of each year, in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 1496 (XXVII-O/97); and to commend Member States which have regularly submitted their reports to that end.
11. To encourage Member States that are party to the Ottawa Convention to provide to the Secretary General as part of their submissions to the OAS Register of Antipersonnel Land Mines, in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 1496 (XXVII-O/97), a copy of their Ottawa Convention Article 7 transparency reports; and to further encourage Member States which are not yet party to the Ottawa Convention to provide similar information with their annual submissions.

12. Once again to urge Member States which have not yet done so to become party as soon as possible to the 1980 United Nations Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects and the four Protocols thereto; and to request Member States to inform the Secretary General when they have done so.

13. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue to provide Member States, within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources, with the support necessary to continue the mine-clearing programs and the prevention education programs for the civilian population, the rehabilitation of victims and their families, and the socioeconomic reclamation of demined areas.

14. To request the Inter-American Defense Board to continue to provide technical advice to AICMA.
15. To request the Secretary General to transmit this resolution to the United Nations Secretary-General and to other international organizations as he deems appropriate.

16. To request the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat to present a report on the implementation of this resolution to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

SUPPORT FOR ACTION AGAINST ANTIPERSONNEL MINES IN ECUADOR AND PERU

(Presented by the Delegations of Ecuador and Peru, and 

approved by the Committee at its meeting held on April 20, 2006)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:

The Annual Report of the Permanent Council (AG/doc.…/06), in particular the sections on matters assigned to the Committee on Hemispheric Security; and

The report of the General Secretariat on the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 2105 (XXXV-O/05), “Support for Action against Mines in Peru and Ecuador”; AG/RES. 2106 (XXXV-O/05), “Support for the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Central America”; and AG/RES. 2142 (XXXV-O/05), “The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone” (CP/doc.4098/06 rev. 1);

RECALLING its resolution AG/RES. 1644 (XXIX-O/99), operative paragraph 12, urging member states and permanent observers to provide assistance to the national mine-clearing programs being carried out by Ecuador and Peru in their territories;

AWARE that the presence of land mines in border areas between the two countries and in the vicinity of power grids in Peru constitutes a serious threat to civilian populations and stands in the way of economic development in rural and urban areas; and that their elimination constitutes an obligation and prerequisite for the development and integration of peoples, especially in border areas, and helps to consolidate a common strategy for combating poverty;

RECOGNIZING the substantial progress made by Ecuador and Peru in mine-clearing, the destruction of stockpiles, and measures to enhance transparency, and the special importance of humanitarian demining when it is carried out in a joint and consolidated fashion, as in the case of the work being done by the Governments of Ecuador and Peru in their common border area, which has resulted in information exchange and levels of cooperation that constitute an effective mutual confidence-building measure and an avenue toward further integration of their peoples;

NOTING WITH SATISFACTION that Ecuador and Peru have destroyed their antipersonnel mine stockpiles, in furtherance of one of the objectives of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction (Ottawa Convention);


NOTING the corresponding humanitarian demining efforts in 2005, as well as the awareness campaigns and assistance to victims in both countries;

NOTING ALSO the start of joint humanitarian demining activities, in 2006, in the common border area around the Chira River and in the Cordillera del Cóndor and the significant progress made;

RECOGNIZING:

The firm resolve of Ecuador and Peru to honor the commitments undertaken pursuant to the Ottawa Convention;

The complete elimination of antipersonnel mine stockpiles in Ecuador and Peru through assistance under the “Managua Challenge” Fund;

The demining of the Zarumilla Canal located on the border between Ecuador and Peru, as evinced by the signature of the minutes of the proceedings in Tumbes, Peru, in June 2002;

The carrying out, in March 2004, of humanitarian mine-clearing tasks on the border between the Department of Tumbes in Peru and the Province of El Oro in Ecuador, marking yet another step in the process of implementing and following through on the Brasilia Agreements of October 26, 1998;

The valuable cooperation being provided by OAS member states and permanent observers, and other countries, to national efforts in Ecuador and Peru to forge ahead with their mine-clearing programs;

The financial cooperation from the European Union, through the “Antipersonnel Mines Project in the Cordillera del Cóndor, Peru-Ecuador,” which will allow both countries to continue their concerted action against antipersonnel mines in a region of special social and ecological importance; 
The establishment, in Ecuador, of the Amazonas Regional Mine-Clearing Commando for the work to be carried out in the Province of Morona-Santiago, and, in Peru, of the Regional Mine-Clearing Office in Bagua, Department of Amazonas; 

The important work of coordination, promotion, and fundraising carried out by the General Secretariat through the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA), which is devoted to humanitarian mine-clearing, the physical and psychological rehabilitation of the victims and their families, prevention education, and the social and economic restoration of demined areas; and

The efficient technical advice and support of the Inter-American Defense Board and the AICMA Program for the mine-clearing activities in Ecuador and Peru supported by the AICMA Program, through a group of international monitors selected by the Board and appointed thanks to cooperation among the Governments of Brazil, Chile, Honduras, and Nicaragua; and

TAKING NOTE of the efforts made by Ecuador and Peru, with the help of AICMA and the Government of Canada, to organize, in August 2003, in Peru, the Regional Seminar “Towards an antipersonnel-land-mine-free Hemisphere” and, in August 2004, in Ecuador, the Regional Conference on Mine Action in the Americas “One more step towards an antipersonnel mine-free Hemisphere,”

RESOLVES:

1. To recognize the important work and achievements of the Governments of Ecuador and Peru in destroying their stockpiles and in mine-clearing in common border areas and in other areas of their respective territories, as well as in promoting education on the risks posed by antipersonnel mines in order to continue significantly reducing the number of accidents caused by these devices. 

2. To encourage the Governments of Ecuador and Peru to continue their intensive cooperation in the area of mine action as an innovative form of confidence- and security-building action that could serve as a new means of confidence- and security-building for other countries concerned and generate the political momentum needed to maintain the Hemisphere’s global leadership in promoting this essential humanitarian task.

3. Also to encourage the Governments of Ecuador and Peru to continue mine-clearing operations on the border, so that the border area may be free of antipersonnel mines within the time frame estimated by the two countries with technical advice from the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) and the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB).

4. To reiterate to member states, permanent observers, international organizations, and the international community in general the importance, in view of the initial results achieved, of their continuing to provide technical and financial assistance to the Governments of Ecuador and Peru for their mine-clearing programs and any comprehensive action against antipersonnel mines that they carry out along their common border and inside their respective territories.

5. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue to cooperate fully, through AICMA, with programs to support comprehensive action against antipersonnel mines in Ecuador and Peru, including work on humanitarian mine-clearing programs, the physical and psychological rehabilitation of the victims and their families, prevention education, and the social and economic reclamation of demined areas. 

6. To instruct the General Secretariat once again to continue to work, through AICMA, on identifying and raising voluntary contributions from member states, permanent observers, and other states, as well as other organizations, to the Specific Fund intended to continue to finance mine-clearing and comprehensive action programs against antipersonnel mines carried out by Ecuador and Peru in their respective territories.

7. To request the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session on the implementation of this resolution. 
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�.	Order of Business, document CP/CSH-749/06. 


�.	Report of the General Secretariat on the Implementation of Resolutions AG/RES. 2105 (XXXV-O/05) “Support for Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru,” AG/RES. 2106 (XXXV-O/05) “Support for the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Central America,” And AG/RES. 2142 (XXXV-O/05) “The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone”.


�.	"Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction" (Ottawa Convention).


�.	General Assembly resolution AG/RES.1 (XXXII-E/06), "Statutes of the Inter-American Defense Board", adopted on March 15, 2006. 


�.	 The "conversion of the Americas into an antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone" is incompatible with current United States landmine policy, which clearly states that we will not become a party to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction (Ottawa Convention). The United States remains committed to humanitarian mine action and to cooperating in practical steps to end the harmful legacy of landmines. The United States will continue to support OAS efforts to eliminate the humanitarian threat of all persistent landmines and declare countries "mine-impact-free".








