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FOR THE DRAFT DECLARATION OF SANTO DOMINGO
Preambular paragraphs
[VEN: 1 bis. CONSIDERING that, at this time in the history of our Hemisphere, it is essential to renew and strengthen our democracies through the development of a universal and accessible Knowledge-Based Society that will allow for the full use of information and communication technologies (ICTs), in order to bridge the social and digital divide–necessary conditions for strengthening democratic governance and achieving integral development;]

[VEN: 5 bis. RECOGNIZING that policies geared toward the development of ICTs should be accompanied by comprehensive development strategies that make it possible to bridge the vast social and digital divide;]

[VEN 8 bis: RECOGNIZING that social oversight is the right of citizens to intervene in the supervision, follow-up, and monitoring of public affairs, for the purpose of verifying that the principles of transparency, efficiency, effectiveness, equity, soundness, execution, and quality, among others, are being adhered to, thus preventing the commission of acts of corruption;] 

[VEN 8 ter. RECOGNIZING ALSO that ICTs can be a useful tool for establishing or strengthening social oversight, with a view to achieving better and more transparent public administration, which can serve to enhance the quality of our democracies;]

[VEN: 25 bis. RECOGNIZING that the peoples of the Americas have contributed significantly throughout their rich history to the development of the Knowledge-Based Society, by generating scientific, technological, and cultural know-how, which has served as a basis and a foundation for the development of ICTs; it is therefore essential to respect traditional skills and the cultural identity of our peoples, in order to bring about development and build democracies with equity and social justice in the Hemisphere;]

Operative paragraphs

[VEN 2.bis new: Pledge to foster, promote, and facilitate, as appropriate, the use of ICTs, to encourage the active participation of citizens in the social oversight of public affairs, so as to achieve transparent and efficient government.]

[VEN 18 bis. Express their commitment to protecting and encouraging innovation and the creation and production of knowledge and of the scientific and technological resources of native peoples and artisans, who have made significant contributions to the development of the Knowledge-Based Society.  To those ends, we shall establish in our national legislations, where appropriate, legal norms making it possible to protect and safeguard those resources in order to salvage and maintain our historical memory.]
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