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REPORT OF THE JOINT WORKING GROUP OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL AND THE PERMANENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT ON THE DRAFT SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS
Resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), adopted by the General Assembly in Quito, Ecuador, instructed the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action, which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.  The resolution concluded with the request that they submit the results of their activities to the General Assembly for consideration.
In accordance with the aforementioned resolution, the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI elected the officers of this working group, comprising a chair and four vice chairs, according to the principle of equitable geographic distribution among the subregions.  It was further decided that the chair would serve one nonrenewable term of six months and that the office of chair would rotate.  Accordingly, it was decided to appoint the Permanent Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Ambassador Jorge Valero Briceño, as the first chair of the Working Group, while the four vice chairs were occupied by Canada, United States, Honduras, and Saint Lucia.

Resolution AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05) adopted by the General Assembly in Fort Lauderdale, renewed the instruction to the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action, and requested them to present the results of their work to the General Assembly for consideration and adoption.

Underscoring the importance of the Social Charter initiative, the Heads of State and Government, gathered for the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata in November 2005, offered their “encouragement to the OAS in drafting the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, whose principles and objectives will be directed towards the  achievement by member states of societies that offer all of our citizens more opportunities  to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion”;  and asked that every effort be made “to encourage the work now under way in the OAS, to conclude successfully the negotiation of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action.”
The Working Group initiated its activities on September 1, 2005.  The General Secretariat submitted a guiding document, GTC/CASA/doc.9/05, entitled “Background and Proposals for Drafting the Social Charter of the Americas”.  That document presented the main elements of an in-house introspective exercise in the General Secretariat and was offered as an initial contribution to the discussions of the Working Group.  Furthermore, at the first session it was decided to set a deadline for member states to submit their contributions for drafting the Social Charter of the Americas.  The Secretariat was requested to prepare a document that consolidated those proposals.
A special session of the Joint Working Group was held on October 13, which was attended by representatives of international organizations.  The purpose of that meeting was to receive specialized contributions for drafting the Social Charter of the Americas.  Taking part were the Inter-American Development Bank, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, and the Pan American Health Organization. The report of that meeting is contained in document GTC/CASA/doc.18/05.
By the deadline for submission of contributions by member states to the Social Charter drafting process, the Secretariat had received eight proposals from countries and groups of countries, which were recorded in the following documents: 
· Draft Social Charter of the Americas, presented by the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, cosponsored by Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay, and Ecuador;  document GTC/CASA/doc.3/05 rev. 2

· Mesoamerican Contribution to the drafting of the Social Charter of the Americas, presented by the Permanent Missions of Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Panamá;  document GTC/CASA/doc.4/05 rev. 1

· Democracy and Social Development: Principles and Priorities, presented by the Permanent Mission of the United States;  document GTC/CASA/doc.10/05

· Contribution to the Draft Social Charter of the Americas, presented by the Permanent Mission of Canada;  document GTC/CASA/doc.11/05

· The Social Charter of the Americas: A Contribution Based on Chile’s Social Policies;  document GTC/CASA/doc.12/05

· Contribution by Bolivia for the Draft Social Charter of the Americas, presented by the Permanent Mission of Bolivia;  document GTC/CASA/doc.14/05

· Contribution by Peru to the Draft Social Charter of the Americas, presented by the Permanent Mission of Peru;  document GTC/CASA/doc.15/05

· Contribution by CARICOM to the Social Charter of the Americas;  document GTC/CASA/doc.17/05

In November, the Secretariat presented the “Working document for the discussions of the Working Group”, GTC/CASA/doc.20/05 corr. 1, in keeping with the mandate contained in document CP/SA.1489/05.  The document consolidates, organizes, and systematizes all of the proposals put forward by the member states for drafting the Social Charter.  The delegations offered comments on the document at the session held on December 12, and decided to instruct the Secretariat to prepare a draft Preamble to the Social Charter based on document GTC/CASA/doc.20/05 corr. 1.
On January 23, 2006, the Working Group received the Draft Preamble prepared by the Secretariat (document GTC/CASA/doc.23/06) and then requested it to present a timetable of weekly meetings to begin discussions on the basis of the aforesaid draft.  The Secretariat was also asked to prepare an outline of the structure of the operative part of the Social Charter, based on document GTC/CASA/doc.20/05 corr. 1.
Discussions and negotiations on the Draft Preamble to the Social Charter of the Americas began on February 9.  On that occasion, two draft outlines were distributed of the operative section of the Social Charter of the Americas, which were prepared by the Secretariat at the request of the Working Group (documents GTC/CASA/doc.26/06 and GTC/CASA/doc.27/06).
On February 28, 2006, the term of Venezuela as Chair having concluded, the Permanent Representative of Ecuador, Ambassador Mario Alemán, was elected by acclamation to chair the Working Group for the period March-August 2006.  The Vice Chairs were occupied by the United States, Canada, Honduras, and Saint Lucia.
On April 26, 2006, after 16 meetings, the Working Group concluded a first version of the Draft Preamble to the Social Charter of the Americas, document GTC/CASA/doc.24/06 rev. 11, which is attached to this report.
The Joint Working Group would like to offer its sincere thanks to the Secretariat for its effective and intelligent contributions to facilitate its work. 
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