[image: image1.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL


OEA/Ser.G

CP/doc.4127/06


19 May 2006

Original:Spanish

Item 6 on the agenda
DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL 
TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
This document is being distributed to the permanent missions and
will be presented to the Permanent Council of the Organization.
EXPLANATORY NOTE
The Permanent Council presents its Annual Report of activities (June 2005-May 2006), in keeping with Article 40 of its Statutes, for consideration by the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.
Those who served as chairs of the Permanent Council during the period covered by this report hope that the content of the various chapters of this report adequately reflect the importance of the work carried out by the delegations on topics and matters of interest to the member states.

Chapter I briefly reviews the Council’s legal basis and functions, and gives the names of the chairs and vice chairs of the Permanent Council.

Chapter II lists the Permanent Council meetings under the following headings:  protocolary meetings, regular meetings, and special meetings.  The records of the meetings have been attached.  It should be pointed out that the statements made by delegations appear in the minutes of the respective meetings.

Chapter III describes the activities of the committees, special committees, subcommittees, and working groups, along with a list of the officers of those bodies.


Chapter IV describes the activites of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly.


Chapter V includes a list of the declarations and resolutions adopted by the Permanent Council.
Appendixes A, B, C, and D contain, respectively, the records of the special meetings, the joint meetings of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), and the special meetings, as well as the number of meetings held.

Addendum I to this report includes the draft resolutions presented by the Permanent Council to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-sixth regular session.
Also attached to the report as addenda are the reports on the activities of the General Committee, the Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, the Committee on Hemispheric Security, and the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
CHAPTER I
1.
Chairs and vice chairs 

The Permanent Council of the Organization is composed of one representative of each member state, especially appointed by the respective government, with the rank of ambassador.  Each government may accredit an acting representative, as well as such alternates and advisers as it considers necessary.
/

The office of chair is held by each of the representatives, in turn, following the alphabetic order in Spanish of the names of their respective countries.  The office of vice chair is filled in the same way, following reverse alphabetic order.
/  These positions are held for a three-month term, which begins automatically on the first day of each quarter.
2005
	Term
	Chair
	Vice chair

	July-September
	Ambassador Roberto Álvarez Gil (Dominican Republic)
	Ambassador Deborah-Mae Lovell
(Antigua and Barbuda)

	October-December
	Ambassador Izben C. Williams
(Saint Kitts and Nevis)
	Ambassador Jorge Valero Briceño
(Venezuela)


2006
	Term
	Chair
	Vice chair

	January - March
	Ambassador Sonia Johnny
(Saint Lucia)

	Ambassador Marina Valere
(Trinidad and Tobago)

	April - June
	Ambassador Ellsworth I. A. John
(Saint Vincent and the Grenadines)
	Ambassador Marina Valere
(Trinidad and Tobago)


2.
Competence

Within the limits of the Charter and of inter-American treaties and agreements, the Permanent Council takes cognizance of any matter referred to it by the General Assembly or the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs.
/

It serves provisionally as the organ of consultation in conformity with the provisions of the special treaty on the subject.
/

It keeps vigilance over the maintenance of friendly relations among the member states, and for that purpose effectively assists them in the peaceful settlement of their disputes, in accordance with the provisions of the Charter.
/

It is the function of the Permanent Council to:
/
a. Carry out those decisions of the General Assembly or of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs the implementation of which has not been assigned to any other body;
b. Watch over the observance of the standards governing the operation of the General Secretariat and, when the General Assembly is not in session, adopt provisions of a regulatory nature that enable the General Secretariat to carry out its administrative functions;
c. Act as the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, in accordance with the terms of Article 60 of the Charter, unless the General Assembly should decide otherwise;
d. Prepare, at the request of the member states and with the cooperation of the appropriate organs of the Organization, draft agreements to promote and facilitate cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations or between the Organization and other American agencies of recognized international standing.  These draft agreements shall be submitted to the General Assembly for approval;
e. Submit recommendations to the General Assembly with regard to the functioning of the Organization and the coordination of its subsidiary organs, agencies, and committees;
f.
Consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary; and
g. Perform the other functions assigned to it in the Charter.
3.
Secretariat 

The Assistant Secretary General serves as secretary of the Permanent Council
/ and directs the Secretariat of the Permanent Council and the Office of Conferences and Meetings.

According to Executive Order 05-03, the principal functions of the Secretariat of the Permanent Council are as follows:

1. Advises the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Permanent Council, and their subsidiary bodies in the member states, on parliamentary questions and matters of procedure, and coordinates the advisory services that those organs may require or request from other departments and offices of the General Secretariat;
2. Provides secretariat services and support to the Chair of the Permanent Council;
3. Provides political and technical advice to the style committees of the meetings and conferences of the organs of the Organization;
4. Conducts background research and analysis on all items included on the agenda of the meetings in order to prepare memoranda and notes to assist the Chairs of the organs;
5. Coordinates with the Office of Conferences and Meetings the delivery of secretariat services for the General Assembly, the Permanent Council, and the Meeting of Consultation, and transmits to other departments and offices of the General Secretariat copies of resolutions, recommendations, requests, and other decisions of those organs;.
6. Coordinates with the Office of Conferences and Meetings the planning and provision of: interpretation; meeting organization, logistics, and coordination; and document translation, editing, production, distribution, database creation and maintenance, and archiving;
7. Ensures that the Web pages of the Secretariat to the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Permanent Council, and Subsidiary Organs and of the Office of the Assistant Secretary General are kept up to date in the official languages of the Organization.
CHAPTER II
MEETINGS
In accordance with Article 12 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council, the Permanent Council shall hold its meetings at its seat, in the manner determined by its Rules of Procedure.  It may also hold meetings in any member state, when it finds it advisable and with the prior consent of the government concerned (Article 13 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council).
Section VII of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council establishes the rules governing the convocation of protocolary, regular, and special meetings.
During the period covered by this report, the Permanent Council has thus far held a total of 62 meetings, including two closed meetings (CP/ACTA 1500/05 and CP/ACTA 1529/06), two joint meetings of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI (CP/ACTA 1502/05 and 1543/06), and three closed special meetings (CP/ACTA 1504/05, CP/ACTA 1521/05, and CP/ACTA 1525/06).
1.
PROTOCOLARY MEETINGS
In keeping with Article 38 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Council has thus far held the following protocolary meetings:
	Date
	Purpose
	Minutes

	July 22, 2005

	Commemoration of the Birth of the Liberator Simón Bolívar
	CP/ACTA 1498/05

	September 12, 2005
	In honor of His Excellency Ricardo Maduro Joest, President of the Republic of Honduras
	CP/ACTA 1508/05

	September 13, 2005
	In honor of His Excellency Dr. Leonel Fernández, President of the Dominican Republic
	CP/ACTA 1509/05

	September 28, 2005 
	In honor of His Excellency Mr. Bharrat Jagdeo,     President of the Republic of Guyana
	CP/ACTA 1510/05

	October 12, 2005
	Commemoration of the Anniversary of the Discovery of America:  Encounter of Two Worlds
	CP/ACTA 1515/05

	December 2, 2005
	In honor of His Excellency Mr. Gérard Latortue, Interim Prime Minister of the Republic of Haiti
	CP/ACTA 1520/05

	December 14, 2005
	In honor of His Excellency Ambassador Oscar Maúrtua de Romaña, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Peru
	CP/ACTA 1522/05


	March 9, 2006
	In honor of His Excellency Mr. Percival J. Patterson, O.N., P.C., Q.C., M.P., Prime Minister of Jamaica
	CP/ACTA 1534/06

	March 29, 2006
	In honor of His Excellency Mr. René Préval, President-elect of the Republic of Haiti
	CP/ACTA 1540/06

	April 7, 2006
	To Commemorate Pan American Day

	CP/ACTA 1544/06

	April 12, 2006
	In honor of His Excellency Mr. Alejandro Toledo, President of the Republic of Peru
	CP/ACTA 1546/06



The Permanent Council has held a total of 11 protocolary meetings.
2. REGULAR MEETINGS
As established in Article 36 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council holds regular meetings on the first and third Wednesdays of each month.  If it should be necessary to advance or postpone a regular meeting, the chair of the Council may set another date for it.  The meetings of the Permanent Council and its committees, subcommittees, and working groups are to begin punctually at the time indicated in the meeting announcement.
To date, the Council has held a total of 32 regular meetings and two joint meetings with CEPCIDI (CP/ACTA 1502/05 and CP/ACTA 1543/06).
The statements made by delegations during the regular meetings are transcribed in full in the minutes of each meeting.  However, pursuant to a decision by the General Assembly, the General Secretariat records the decisions adopted at each meeting.
The records of the meetings are attached hereto as Appendix A and Appendix B.
3.
SPECIAL MEETINGS
In accordance with Article 37 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council shall hold special meetings when:
a.
The chair considers it necessary;
b.
Any representative so requests in writing, stating the purpose of the request;
c.
The secretary general expressly so requests, in the exercise of the authority conferred upon him or her in the second paragraph of Article 110 of the Charter; or
d.
The General Assembly expressly so mandates

Accordingly, the Permanent Council has held a total of 14 special meetings.

Likewise, in keeping with Article 39 of its Rules of Procedure, the Council has held two closed meetings (CP/ACTA 1500/05 and CP/ACTA 1529/06) and three closed special meetings (CP/ACTA 1504/05, CP/ACTA 1521/05, and CP/ACTA 1525/06).
As with the regular meetings, the statements made by delegations are included in the minutes of each meeting.  For its part, the General Secretariat, pursuant to a decision by the General Assembly, records the decisions adopted at each meeting.

The records of the special meetings are attached hereto as Appendix C.
CHAPTER III
COMMITTEES, SPECIAL COMMITTEES, SUBCOMMITTEES,
AND WORKING GROUPS

The Permanent Council may establish such permanent and special committees and such working groups as it deems necessary
/ to discharge the functions assigned to it by the General Assembly and the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, and it shall take cognizance of any matter referred to it by the aforementioned organs and of any matter that, pursuant to Article 110 of the Charter, the Secretary General of the Organization may bring to its attention.
/


During the period covered by this report, the Permanent Council has been working with the following committees:

· General Committee
· Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs 
· Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs 
· Committee on Hemispheric Security 
· Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities 
On August 25, 2005, in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2116 (XXXV-O/05), the Permanent Council installed the:

· Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime
Listed below are the committees and the working groups, along with their respective officers:

WORKING GROUPS
· Ad Hoc Group to Prepare the Program to Commemorate the Birth of the Liberator Simón Bolívar
Bolivia
Colombia
Ecuador
Panama
Peru
Venezuela
· Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas 
/
Chair - Ecuador
Ambassador Mario Alemán Salvador
Vice chairs – Canada, Honduras, Saint Lucia, and the United States
· Working Group to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of Santo Domingo
Coordinator:  Dominican Republic
Ambassador Roberto Álvarez
· SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME
Chair - Mexico
Ambassador Alejandro García-Moreno Elizondo
Vice chair – El Salvador
Flavio Villacorta
PERMANENT COMMITTEES AND THEIR WORKING GROUPS
· GENERAL COMMITTEE
Chair – The chair of the Permanent Council 
Vice chair – The vice chair of the Permanent Council 
· Working Group to Prepare for the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons
Chair - Venezuela
Ambassador Nelson Pineda Prada (Alternate Representative to the OAS)
Vice chair – Colombia
María Clara Isaza
· COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
Chair – Guatemala
Ambassador Francisco Villagrán de León
First vice chair – Canada
Catherine Vezina
Second vice chair - Venezuela
Salvador Hernández
· Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Chair – Guatemala
Ambassador Juan León Alvarado (Alternate Representative to the 
OAS)
Vice chair – Peru
Ana Peña
· Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance
Chair - Brazil
Silvio José Albuquerque e Silva
Vice chair – Colombia
Margarita Manjarrez
· Working Group on the Draft Declaration on the Decade of the Americas for Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and Its Program of Action 
Chair - Peru
Ana Peña
· COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
Chair – Chile
Ambassador Esteban Tomic Errázuriz
First vice chair - Grenada
Ambassador Denis G. Antoine
Second vice chair – Honduras
Ambassador Mauricio Aguilar
· Joint Consultative Organ of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management
Chair – The chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security
Ambassador Esteban Tomic Errázuriz - Chile
Chair – The chair of CEPCIDI
Ambassador Gordon V. Shirley - Jamaica
Working Group to Formulate Recommendations for the Creation of a Single Permanent Inter-American OAS Committee to Address Natural and Other Disasters
Chair:  Jamaica
Ambassador Gordon V. Shirley
· COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES 
Chair - Argentina
Ambassador Rodolfo Hugo Gil
Vice Chair – to be determined
· COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY AFFAIRS
Chair - Paraguay
Ambassador Manuel Cáceres Cardozo
Vice chair – The Bahamas
Ambassador Joshua Sears
Vice chair – Costa Rica
Ambassador Rodrigo Sotela (Alternate Representative to the OAS)
· Working Group to Consider Subprogram 21E (ex-10W) of the 2006 Program-Budget
Chair – Canada
Basia Manitius
Other committees
	Committee
	Chair
	Vice chair
	Membership

	General Secretariat Staff Retirement and Pension Committee
	Ambassador Michael I. King, Permanent Representative of Barbados
	Ms. Margarita Riva- Geoghegan and Mr. Stacey Williams, Alternate Representatives of the United States
	Barbados, the United States, the Secretary General, and a staff representative

	Committee of the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund

	Ambassador Deborah Mae Lovell, Permanent Representative of Antigua and Barbuda

	Ms. Margarita Riva- Geoghegan, Alternate Representative of the United States
	Antigua and Barbuda, Guatemala, Peru, the United States, and the Secretary General 


CHAPTER IV
PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY


Under Article 91.c of the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Permanent Council acts as the Preparatory Committee of the OAS General Assembly, in accordance with the terms of Article 60 of the Charter.


During the period covered by this report, the Preparatory Committee held three meetings to agree on the preparatory work for the thirty-first special session of the General Assembly, held on January 30 and 31, 2006, in Washington, D.C., and the thirty-second special session of the General Assembly, held on March 15, 2006, Washington, D.C.


As concerns the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly, to be held in the Dominican Republic from June 4 to 6, 2006, the Preparatory Committee has held four meetings.  At its meeting of December 15, 2005, it installed the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure and the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters.


The agreements reached by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure for the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly have been published in document AG/doc.4506/06.

	Committee/subcommittee
	Chair
	Vice chair
	Membership

	Preparatory Committee
	Chair of the Permanent Council 
	Vice Chair of the Permanent Council 
	Open

	Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure
	Ambassador Roberto Álvarez Gil, Permanent  Representative of the Dominican Republic 
	
	Open

	Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters
	Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres,  Permanent Representative of Paraguay
	
	Open


CHAPTER V
LIST OF DECLARATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 
(June 1, 2005, to May 17, 2006)
2005

	CP/DEC. 28 (1494/05) 
	DECLARATION OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES ON THE ACTS OF TERRORISM PERPETRATED IN THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND ON JULY 7, 2005
 

	CP/RES. 885 (1499/05)


	SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRACY IN BOLIVIA

	CP/RES. 886 (1501/05)
	CONVOCATION OF THE THIRD MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HIGH-LEVEL AUTHORITIES RESPONSIBLE FOR POLICIES ON DECENTRALIZATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT, AND CITIZEN PARTICIPATION AT THE MUNICIPAL LEVEL IN THE HEMISPHERE

	CP/RES. 887 (1501/05)
	CONVOCATION OF THE SECOND MEETING OF CENTRAL AUTHORITIES AND OTHER EXPERTS ON MUTUAL LEGAL ASSISTANCE IN CRIMINAL MATTERS AND EXTRADITION 

	CP/RES. 888 (1501/05)
	PLACE AND DATE OF THE SIXTH MEETING OF NEGOTIATIONS IN THE QUEST FOR POINTS OF CONSENSUS OF THE WORKING GROUP TO PREPARE THE DRAFT AMERICAN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

	CP/RES. 889 (1503/05) rev. 2
	CONVOCATION OF THE MEETING OF NATIONAL AUTHORITIES ON TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS

	CP/RES. 890 (1503/05)
	SPECIFIC FUND FOR THE INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM OF COOPERATION TO PREVENT AND REMEDY CASES OF ABDUCTION OF CHILDREN BY ONE OF THEIR PARENTS

	CP/RES. 891 (1505/05)
	SOLIDARITY WITH AND ASSISTANCE FOR THE PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

	CP/RES. 892 (1507/05)
	SUPPORT FOR NICARAGUA

	CP/RES. 893 (1514/05)
	REALLOCATION OF THE EXTRA-BUDGETARY APPROPRIATION APPROVED UNDER CP/RES. 882 (1478/05) TO DEFRAY PART OF THE FY2005 UNFORESEEN EXPENSES

	CP/RES. 894 (1516/05)
	USE AND REPLENISHMENT OF THE CAPITAL FUND FOR THE OAS SCHOLARSHIP AND TRAINING PROGRAMS TO MEET OVEREXTENDED FELLOWSHIP COMMITMENTS

	CP/RES. 895 (1524/05)
	CREATION OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARIAT FOR MULTIDIMENSIONAL SECURITY AND THE ASSISTANT SECRETARIAT FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS

	CP/RES. 896 (1524/05)
	CONVOCATION OF THE FOURTH MEETING OF THE GROUP OF GOVERNMENTAL EXPERTS ON CYBER-CRIME, PURSUANT TO RESOLUTION AG/RES. 2068 (XXXV-O/05) AND THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FIFTH MEETING OF MINISTERS OF JUSTICE OR OF MINISTERS OR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OF THE AMERICAS (REMJA-V)


2006

	CP/DEC. 30 (1528/06)
	DECLARATION OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES ON THE ELECTIONS HELD IN HAITI

	CP/RES. 897 (1526/06)
	CONVOCATION OF THE THIRTY-FIRST SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

	CP/RES. 898 (1528/06)
	PLACE AND DATE OF THE SEVENTH MEETING OF NEGOTIATIONS IN THE QUEST FOR POINTS OF CONSENSUS OF THE WORKING GROUP TO PREPARE THE DRAFT AMERICAN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

	CP/RES. 899 (1531/06)
	DATE AND PLACE OF THE SIXTH MEETING OF MINISTERS OF JUSTICE OR OF MINISTERS OR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OF THE AMERICAS (REMJA-VI)

	CP/RES. 900 (1532/06)
	THE INTER-AMERICAN DEFENSE BOARD AS AN ENTITY OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES AND APPROVAL OF ITS STATUTES

	CP/RES. 901 (1535/06)
	CHANGE OF DATE OF THE THIRTY-SECOND SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

	CP/RES. 902 (1537/06)
	INVITATIONS TO THE THIRTY-SIXTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

	CP/RES. 903 (1542/06)
	ADJUSTMENT TO THE 2006 APPROVED PROGRAM-BUDGET

	CP/RES.904 (1550/06)
	CONVOCATION OF THE MEETING OF STATES PARTIES TO THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON TRANSPARENCY IN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS ACQUISITIONS

	CP/RES.905 (1550/06)
	CONVOCATION OF THE MEETING ON THE LIMITATION OF MILITARY SPENDING AND THE PROMOTION OF GREATER TRANSPARENCY IN THE ACQUISITION OF ARMS

	CP/RES.906 (1550/06)
	CONVOCATION OF THE SECOND MEETING OF THE CIFTA-CICAD GROUP OF EXPERTS TO PREPARE MODEL LEGISLATION ON THE AREAS COVERED BY THE CIFTA

	CP/RES.907 (1550/06)
	ADDRESSING EXTREME POVERTY, INEQUALITY, AND SOCIAL EXCLUSION AS A MEANS OF STRENGTHENING HEMISPHERIC SECURITY


APPENDIX A
RECORDS OF THE REGULAR MEETINGS

OEA/Ser.G

CP/SA.1460/05

16 August 2005

Original: Spanish

Record of the regular meeting of August 10, 2005

CP/ACTA 1501/05
/

After including the topic “Note from the Permanent Mission of Guatemala forwarding the draft resolution entitled “Date and venue of the Sixth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” proposed by the Permanent Mission of Guatemala, the Permanent Council adopted the order of business contained in document CP/OD-1501/05 rev. 1.

1. Second Meeting of Central Authorities and Other Experts on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition (CP/INF. 5218/05)
Having heard the presentation by Ambassador Osmar V. Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil, and following the audiovisual presentation by the General Secretariat, through the Department of Inter-American Law and Programs, on the agenda and reference documents, and pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2068 (XXXV-O/05), the Permanent Council convened the Second Meeting of Central Authorities and Other Experts on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition, to be held in Brasilia, Brazil, on September 1, 2, and 3, 2005. [CP/RES. 887 (1501/05)]

2. Third Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Governance, and Citizen Participation at the Municipal Level in the Hemisphere (CP/INF. 5200/05)
Pursuant to General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2093 (XXXV-O/05), the Permanent Council convened the Third Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation at the Municipal Level, for October 26 to 28, 2005, in Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil.  [CP/RES. 886 (1501/05)]

3. Meeting of the Permanent Council with Representatives of the Legislatures of the Americas [AG/RES. 2095 (XXXV-O/05)]

The Permanent Council reviewed the General Assembly’s instruction in resolution AG/RES. 2095 (XXXV-O/05) to convene a special meeting with the presidents or speakers of the national legislative institutions of the Americas, i.e., congresses, parliaments, or national assemblies, as well as representatives of regional and subregional parliamentary institutions, for the initiation of a dialogue on topics on the hemispheric agenda.

In that connection, it asked the General Secretariat to prepare, through the Office for the Promotion of Democracy of the Department of Political and Democratic Affairs, the draft agenda for that special meeting, as envisaged in the aforementioned resolution.

It also asked the General Secretariat to present that draft agenda by no later than August 31, 2005 and agreed to refer it for consideration by the General Committee.

4. Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas [AG/RES. 2122 (XXXV-O/05)]

In light of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2122 (XXXV-O/05) on the Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas, the Permanent Council asked the General Secretariat to prepare, through the Office for the Promotion of Democracy of the Department of Political and Democratic Affairs, a draft work plan in accordance with the guidelines provided in the aforementioned resolution.


It also asked the General Secretariat to submit the above-mentioned draft work plan by no later than September 30, 2005.

5. Contributions to the special fund for building improvement, maintenance services, and other urgent needs [AG/RES. 2157 (XXXV-O/05)] (CP/INF. 5214/05)

The Permanent Council thanked the Government of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas for its grant to the Special Fund for Building Improvement, Maintenance Services, and Other Urgent Needs, and it urged the other member states and permanent observers, and any other willing donor, to contribute to that fund.

6.
Adoption of minutes

The Permanent Council adopted the minutes of the special meeting held on May 12 and 13, 2004, the regular meeting held on May 17, 2004, and the special meeting held on May 26, 27, and 28, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1406/04, CP/ACTA 1421/04, and CP/ACTA 1425/04), respectively.

7. Note from the Permanent Mission of Guatemala accompanying the draft resolution entitled “Date and Venue of the Sixth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” (CP/doc.4051/05 corr. 1)

Taking note of the remarks of Ambassador Juan León, Alternate Representative of Guatemala and Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and mindful of the agreements reached by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2073 (XXXV-O/05), the Permanent Council approved the offer by the Government of Guatemala to host the Sixth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to be held from October 10 to 14, 2005, and instructed the General Secretariat to continue supporting preparations for said meeting. [CP/RES. 888 (1501/05)]

8. Other business

· The Alternate Representative of Argentina, Ms. Silvia Mérega, mentioned the anniversary of the death of the Liberator General José de San Martín, and invited delegates to the wreath-laying ceremony to take place in the Plaza San Martín, on the corner of Virginia Avenue and 20th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., at 9:30 a.m. on August 17, 2005.

· The Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Jorge Chen, mentioned the financial plight of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and his government’s donation to that body.

· The Chair of the Permanent Council convened a meeting of the General Committee for August 18.

· The Permanent Council bade farewell to the Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Alberto Borea Odría, thanking him for his outstanding contributions to the Organization’s agenda and wishing him every success in the performance of his new duties.
CP/SA.1492/05

18 August 2005

Original: Spanish

Record of the regular meeting of June 21, 2005

CP/ACTA 1492/05
/
· Report of the Secretary General on the mission to Nicaragua

The Permanent Council heard the presentation by the Secretary General of the Organization, José Miguel Insulza, on his visit to Nicaragua, accompanied by Ambassador Alberto Borea Odría, Permanent Representative of Peru and Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Paul Durand, Permanent Representative of Canada, and Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama.  That visit took place from June 15 to 19, 2005, pursuant to the mandate of the General Assembly [AG/DEC. 43 (XXXV-O/05)]

The Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, Ambassador Carmen Marina Gutiérrez, thanked the Ministers of Foreign Affairs for their support during the thirty-fifth regular session for the adoption of the Declaration “Support for Nicaragua” and the Secretary General for having traveled so quickly to her country.

· Presentation on “Employment in Latin America and the Caribbean”

The Permanent Council heard presentations by Dr. Virgilio Levaggi, Deputy Director of the International Labour Organization’s Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean (ORIT) and by Ms. Mónica Castillo, the Representative of that Regional Office.

The following delegations took the floor to thank the Chair of the Permanent Council for his initiative in inviting the representatives of ORIT and the speakers for their presentations:  Cost Rica, El Salvador, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Haiti, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, and Venezuela.

· Plan to Facilitate and Establish Priorities for the Work of the Permanent Council and the General Assembly

The Permanent Council agreed to postpone consideration of the topic referred to in document CP/doc.4047/05 until the next regular meeting scheduled for June 29, 2005.

· Installation of the Style Committee of the thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly

Pursuant to Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Permanent Council installed the Style Committee, comprising the delegations of Brazil, Colombia, Haiti, and the United States, with a view to reviewing the declarations and resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session, and contained in document AG/doc.4496/05.

· Referral of documents
The Permanent Council decided to refer the following reports to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for study:

· Report on budgetary execution and transfers between chapters of the program-budget of the Regular Fund for 2005 and specific funds (from January 1 to April 30, 2005) (CP/doc.4045/05)

· Quarterly reports on the use of funds allocated in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 831 (1342/02) between January 1 and March 31, 2005:

· Fund for Peace (CP/doc.4040/05)

· Columbus Memorial Library (CP/doc.4040/05 add. 1)

· Office of Education, Science, and Technology (CP/doc.4040/05 add. 2)

· Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CP/doc.4040/05 add. 3)

· Office for the Prevention and Resolution of Conflicts, Department of Democratic and Political Affairs (CP/doc.4040/05 add. 4).

· Welcome

The Permanent Council welcomed the new Permanent Representative of Ecuador, Ambassador Mario Alemán Salvador.

· Expressions of condolence and solidarity

The Permanent Council expressed its condolences to the people and Government of Guyana upon the death of Dr. Cedric Hilburn Grant, that country’s first Permanent Representative to the Organization.

The Council also expressed its solidarity with the people and Government of Chile following the recent earthquake, as well as with the people and Government of Guatemala, following the landslide in the Department of Alta Verapaz.

· Other business

Information provided by the Chair

The Permanent Council took note that, owing to the remodeling of the Simón Bolívar Room, regular meetings of the Council would continue to be held in the Hall of the Americas in the afternoons and that Committees and working groups not requiring a large room could continue to meet in the mornings in the Columbus Room, the Dr. José Gustavo Guerrero Room, or in the Padilha Vidal Room.


Lecture Series of the Americas

The Chair of the Council reminded the delegations that on Tuesday, June 28, Mr. Alejandro Miró Quesada, President of the Inter-American Press Association (IAPA), would be the speaker in the Lecture Series of the Americas.
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· Draft resolution:  Plan to Facilitate and Establish Priorities for the Work of the Permanent Council and the General Assembly
The Permanent Council initiated the process of reflection on the draft resolution “Plan to Facilitate and Establish Priorities for the Work of the Permanent Council and the General Assembly,” presented by the Chair of the Permanent Council, document CP/doc.4047/05 rev. 1.

After an exchange of views, the Permanent Council agreed to establish a working group, open to all delegations, chaired by the Permanent Representative of Canada, Ambassador Paul Durand.

· Third Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (CP/INF. 5192/05)
The Permanent Representative of Brazil, Ambassador Osmar V. Chohfi, announced a change in the date and theme of the Third Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation, which will now be held on October 26 to 28, 2005 in Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil.  The theme will be “Local Governments, Citizen Participation, and Regional Development: The Fight against Poverty, Job and Income Generation, and Democratic Governance” (CP/INF.5200/05).

· Lecture Series of the Americas
The Permanent Council took note of the Power Point presentation on the Lecture Series of the Americas since it began.  It expressed a vote of thanks for the efforts made to make the Series a success and, in particular, for raising the funds that made it possible.  Finally, it offered a special vote of thanks to the Governments of China and Greece for their financial contributions.

· Referral of documents to committees:

The Permanent Council agreed to remit the quarterly report on the use of funds allocated in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 831 (1342/02) between January 1 and March 31, 2005, presented by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (CP/doc.4040/05 add. 5).

· Welcome

The Permanent Council welcomed the new Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, Ambassador Roberto Álvarez Gil.

· Other business
Canada Day


The Permanent Council congratulated the delegation of Canada on its National Day.

Vote of thanks to the Chair of the Permanent Council

The Permanent Council thanked Ambassador Alberto Alfonso Borea Odría, Permanent Representative of Peru and Chair of the Permanent Council, for his fine performance as Chair.


Petrocaribe

The Permanent Representative of Venezuela, Ambassador Jorge Valero Briceño, informed the Council about the establishment of Petrocaribe, between Venezuela and another 14 Caribbean countries, aimed at overcoming oil and gas shortages.


Conference on Haiti

The Permanent Representative of Canada, Ambassador Paul Durand, told the Council that an international conference on Haiti had been held in Montreal on June 16 and 17, 2005, and proceeded to distribute its conclusions to those present at the meeting.


Millennium Challenge Corporation
The Representative of the United States, Ambassador John Maisto, congratulated the people and Government of Honduras, on being the second country to sign an agreement with Millennium Challenge Corporation.
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· Remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council

The Council heard the presentation by Ambassador Roberto Álvarez Gil, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic and Chair of the Permanent Council, at his first meeting as Chair of that body.  Ambassador Álvarez Gil expressed his willingness to collaborate with the Secretary General and to help him to achieve his goals. He also referred to the critical financial situation facing the Organization and the status of quota payments.  He then referred to the special General Assembly session to be held prior to January 2006 to consider measures to improve the financial situation of the Organization and urged his fellow ambassadors to participate actively in the work of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs to successfully achieve this common goal.  He referred to the inter-American human rights system and its achievements to date, adding that in spite of the progress made, there were still challenges that needed to be addressed.

· Mandates and Recommendations of the Thirty-fifth Regular Session of the General Assembly

The Permanent Council took note of the remarks by Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, Assistant Secretary General of the Organization, during his presentation of the information document on the mandates and recommendations of the thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly, contained in document CP/INF. 5199/05.

· Referral of document

The Permanent Council agreed to submit to the General Committee for study the Semester Report of the General Secretariat on the Activities of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs for the term July to December 2004, (CP/doc.3981/05).

· Adoption of minutes

The Permanent Council adopted the minutes of the regular meetings held on May 5, 12, and 14, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1415/04, CP/ACTA 1419/04, and CP/ACTA 1420/04), respectively.

· Farewell tribute to Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, Assistant Secretary General of the Organization

The Permanent Council paid a farewell tribute to Ambassador Luigi Einaudi, Assistant Secretary General, who, after five years of service to the Organization ends his term of office for which he was elected in Windsor, Canada, in June 2000.  The Council expressed its profound gratitude to Ambassador Einaudi for his distinguished service to the Organization, to the cause of the Americas, and to the inter-American system in his capacity as Acting Secretary General, and wished him every success for the future.

· Expressions of solidarity

On behalf of the Permanent Council, the Chair extended condolences and expressed the solidarity of that organ following the loss of life and devastation wrought by Hurricane Dennis on the peoples of the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Jamaica, Cuba, and the United States.

The Council also expressed its utter condemnation of the despicable and cowardly acts of terrorism perpetrated this past Thursday, July 7, 2005, in London, United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland, and observed a minute of silence to express its sorrow for the loss of life and injuries caused by this attack. The Council then issued a declaration condemning the terrorist act [CP/DEC. 28 (1494/05)].

· Other business

Announcements by delegations

· The delegation of Panama reminded the Caribbean states that Panama will be hosting a meeting of Caribbean Heads of State at the end of the month and that 14 states have confirmed that they will attend the meeting.

· The delegation of Panama also referred to the excessive number of mandates and activities that the Organization was carrying out in the face of financial difficulties and urged the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat to give consideration to that subject. The delegation expressed its support for the efforts made by the delegation of Peru and referred to the draft resolution presented by that delegation.

· For its part, the delegation of Canada, announced that the Working Group on Procedures and Priorities charged with the topic mentioned by the delegation of Panama will be meeting on July 19.

· The Delegation of Brazil referred to the Second Meeting of Central Authorities and Other Experts on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition, to be held in Brasilia from September 1 to 3.
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· Presentation by Dr. Francisco Santos, Vice President of Colombia (CP/INF. 5205/05)
The Permanent Council heard a presentation by the Vice President of Colombia, Dr. Francisco Santos, on his country’s achievements and challenges. In his presentation, the Vice President reaffirmed his Government’s appreciation to the Organization and to Secretary General José Miguel Insulza for their decisive support to Colombia’s efforts toward peace and harmonious coexistence. He also expressed special gratitude to those countries that had given financial support to the OAS special mission headed by Dr. Sergio Caramagna and emphasized the need for the continued presence, follow-up, and participation of all countries of the Hemisphere, through the OAS.

· Installation of the permanent committees and election of their chairs

The Council Chair, under Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, declared installed the five permanent committees, i.e.: the General Committee, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH), the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), and the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC).


The Council then elected the following chairs, by acclamation:


Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs: Ambassador Francisco Villagrán, Permanent Representative of Guatemala; 


Committee on Hemispheric Security: Ambassador Esteban Tomic, Permanent Representative of Chile;


Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs: Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanent Representative of Paraguay.

As for the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, the Council Chair reminded delegations of the provisions of Article 21 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council and noted that, in that context, the delegation of Argentina had formally requested that its term as Chair be renewed.  Therefore, under the Rules of Procedure, the Chair of the Committee was to be occupied by the Permanent Representative of Argentina, Ambassador Rodolfo Hugo Gil.

The Council decided that the vice chairs would be elected by the committees themselves.

· Proposed assignment of mandates from the thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly
The Permanent Council approved the proposed distribution of mandates, contained in document CP/doc.4049/05 rev. 1, with certain amendments proposed by delegations.

· Report on a petition filed against the Republic of Paraguay by a group of banks (originally ten) before the Courts of the Swiss Confederation
The Permanent Council heard a presentation by the Permanent Representative of Paraguay, Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, on this petition. 

· Adoption of minutes

The Permanent Council adopted the minutes of the regular meeting held on May 16, 2004, and the special meeting held on May 27, 2004, CP/ACTA 1424/04 and CP/ACTA 1426/04, respectively.

· Other business

Expressions of appreciation

Several delegations expressed their gratitude to Ms. Linda Poole for her services as coordinator of the Permanent Council Secretariat.

Expressions of solidarity

The Permanent Council expressed its heartfelt condolences to, and solidarity with, the peoples of Grenada, Jamaica, and Mexico, in connection with the harm caused by Hurricane Emily.
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The Permanent Council congratulated the people and Government of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay, who were celebrating the country’s Independence Day on the very day of the meeting.
· Note from the Permanent Mission of Argentina requesting inclusion of the topic “Commemoration of the Anniversary of the Death of the Liberator General Don José de San Martín”
The Permanent Council commemorated the anniversary of the death of the Liberator General Don José de San Martín.  The remarks made by the Chair of the Council and by the representative of the delegation of Argentina and various other delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting.
· Report of the Chair of the General Committee on the Convocation of the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons

The Chair of the General Committee referred to the convocation of the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, agreed to by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES. 2118 (XXXV-O/05).  He said that the General Committee had decided, at its meeting of August 18, 2005, to:

· Accept the offer by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to host said meeting on Isla de Margarita from November 17 to 19, 2005; and
· Request the Working Group charged with preparations for the meeting to elect its chair, in accordance with Article 28.b of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.

Accordingly, the Permanent Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 889 (1503/05), convening the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, to be held on the date and in the place indicated above. 

· Presentation by the Executive Director of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights on resolution AG/RES. 2066 (XXXV-O/05)
The Permanent Council heard the presentation by Dr. Roberto Cuellar, Executive Director of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, in keeping with the mandates issued in resolution AG/RES. 2066 (XXXV-O/05), “Dissemination of Information on the Inter-American System for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in Educational Institutions in the Countries of the Hemisphere.”

After listening to the comments by delegations, the Council decided to take note of Dr. Cuellar’s presentation on the Institute’s numerous activities in connection with that topic and to transmit it, together with the documents submitted by the Institute (CP/INF.5229/05), to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, to enable said Committee to take them into account when considering the human rights topics entrusted to it by the General Assembly.

· Note from the Permanent Mission of Argentina attaching the draft resolution “Specific Fund for the Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Prevent and Remedy Cases of International Abduction of Children by One of Their Parents”
Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina, presented the draft resolution “Specific Fund for the Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Prevent and Remedy Cases of International Abduction of Children by One of Their Parents.”

The Permanent Council, bearing in mind its mandate from the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2133 (XXXV-O/05), adopted resolution CP/RES. 890 (1503/05), in which, among other things, it established the “Specific Fund for the Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Prevent and Remedy Cases of International Abduction of Children by One of Their Parents.”
· Fighting Transnational Organized Crime in the Hemisphere

The Permanent Council considered the mandate entrusted to it by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2116 (XXXV-O/05) and installed the Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime, as provided for in operative paragraphs 4 and 5 of that resolution.

On a motion by Ambassador Osmar V. Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil, which was seconded by Ambassador Carmen Marina Gutiérrez, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, the Council elected, by acclamation, Ambassador Jorge Chen, Permanent Representative of Mexico, as chair of that Committee.


Lastly, taking into account operative paragraph 7 of the aforementioned resolution, which requested the Permanent Council to submit the Draft Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime to the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VI) for consideration, the Council asked the Special Committee to report, no later than February 1, 2006, on the implementation of the mandate entrusted to it.
· Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Gangs
The Council began its consideration of the mandate issued by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2144 (XXXV-O/05), “Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Gangs,” with presentations on the topic by Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, and the representative of the Department of Multidimensional Security of the OAS General Secretariat.


The Permanent Council took note of the presentations, comments, and suggestions of the General Secretariat and the delegations, which may be found in the minutes of the meeting. 

A proposal was made to refer that topic to the Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime for consideration, in view of the legal ties between said topic and the Committee’s mandate.  However, at the request of the Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Venezuela, the Council decided to hold off on referring the topic to the Special Committee until consultations had been held in that regard.
· Referral of documents to committees
The quarterly report on the use of funds allocated in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 831 (1342/02) between April 1 and July 30, 2005, was transmitted to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for consideration:
· Office for the Prevention and Resolution of Conflicts, Department of Democratic and Political Affairs (CP/doc.4053/05)

· Columbus Memorial Library (CP/doc.4053/05 add. 1)

· Fund for Peace (CP/doc.4053/05 add. 2)

· Office of Sustainable Development and Environment (CP/doc.4053/05 add. 3)

· Office of Education, Science, and Technology (CP/doc.4053/05 add. 4)
· Office of Trade, Growth, and Competitiveness (CP/doc.4053/05 add. 5 corr. 1).
· Adoption of minutes
The minutes of the special meeting of April 21, 2004, and of the regular meeting of May 20, 2004, were adopted (CP/ACTA 1411/04 and CP/ACTA 1423/04, respectively).
· Other business
· The Alternate Representative of Colombia reported on the First Meeting of National Authorities Directly Responsible for Granting the Authorizations or Licenses for the Import, Export, or Transit of Firearms, held within the framework of the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA).
· The Alternate Representative of Venezuela informed the Council that the expert from his country had not been able to attend the First Meeting of the Committee of Experts of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI) because she had not been issued a visa to travel to the United States.  The representative of the United States then proceeded to explain why the visa had not been issued.
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The Permanent Council held a regular meeting to consider the items listed on the order of business, document CP/OD-1511/05.

· Constitution of Chile

The Chair of the Permanent Council congratulated the people and Government of Chile on the entry into force of the amendments to the country’s Constitution.

· Welcome to the new Ambassador of Nicaragua

The Permanent Council extended a most cordial welcome to Ambassador José Luís Velásquez Pereira, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua to the Organization. 

· Report of the Chair of the Style Committee of the thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly

The Permanent Council listened to the report of the Style Committee, as presented by its Chair, Mr. Daniel W. Cento, Alternate Representative of the United States of America (CP/doc.4055/05).

Likewise, it took note of the comments made by delegations, with special attention paid to section III of the report on the observations and recommendations of the Style Committee.  In that connection, the Council decided:

· To thank the Chair of the Style Committee and its members (Brazil, Colombia, and Haiti) for their work;

· To request the Secretary General, under the authority conferred on him by Article 83 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, to send the declarations and resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session to the governments of the member states;

· To submit the observations and recommendations contained in section III of the report of the Style Committee to the Preparatory Committee for consideration, so that it may take them into account when considering procedures for the next session of the General Assembly; and

· To transmit to the Working Group on Procedures and Priorities the matter of footnotes to General Assembly resolutions.

· Report of the Committee on Hemispheric Security on the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines

In his capacity as Second Vice Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, Ambassador Mauricio Aguilar, Alternate Representative of Honduras, presented the report on the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (CP/CSH-736/05), prepared pursuant to resolutions:

· AG/RES. 2105 (XXXV-O/05), “Support for Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru”;

· AG/RES. 2106 (XXXV-O/05), “Support for the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Central America”; and 

· AG/RES. 2142 (XXXV-O/05), “The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone.”

Various delegations expressed their appreciation for the presentation of the report and their support for the work of the Office of Humanitarian Mine Action of the General Secretariat’s Department of Multidimensional Security, and drew attention to that Office’s involvement in such programs as humanitarian demining, prevention education, victim assistance, and fundraising.

Consequently, the Permanent Council decided to urge member states, permanent observers, and the international community in general to continue supporting that Program.

· Activity report and annual report of the Office of the Inspector General of the OAS for the period January 1 to December 31, 2004

The Council received the activity report and annual report of the Office of the Inspector General of the OAS (CP/doc.4059/05 and CP/doc.4060/05) and decided to forward them to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for consideration.

· Group of Friends of the Columbus Memorial Library

Under this item, the Council listened to presentations by Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama; Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General; and Ms. Beverly Wharton-Lake, Director of the Library.

The Council decided to reestablish the Group of Friends of the Columbus Memorial Library and invited it to convene its first meeting as soon as possible.  It also decided to take note of the comments made by delegations and to urge member states and permanent observers to continue supporting the Columbus Memorial Library.

Lastly, on a motion by the Alternate Representative of Costa Rica, seconded by the Alternate Representative of Venezuela, the Council elected, by acclamation, Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, as Chair of the Group of Friends of the Columbus Memorial Library.

· Referral of documents

The Council decided to transmit to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs the General Secretariat report on budgetary execution and transfers between chapters of the Regular Fund program-budget for 2005 and specific funds - January 1 to July 31, 2005 (CP/doc.4058/05).

· Adoption of minutes


The minutes of the regular meeting and of the special meeting held on May 18 and June 21, 2004, respectively (CP/ACTA 1422/04 and CP/ACTA 1428/04) were adopted.
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· In memoriam


The Permanent Council paid tribute to the former President of Colombia, Julio César Turbay Ayala, and asked Ambassador Álvaro Tirado Mejías, Permanent Representative of Colombia, to express its condolences to the people and Government of Colombia. 

· Oil, democracy, and hemispheric cooperation


At the request of the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (CP/INF.5241/05), the Council began its consideration of the topic “Oil, democracy, and hemispheric cooperation.” 


After listening to a presentation on the matter by Ambassador Jorge Valero, Permanent Representative of Venezuela (CP/INF.5252/05), and to the comments of some delegations, the Council decided to take note of both the statement and the comments and to continue its consideration of the topic at a future meeting.

· Report of the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on reallocation of the extrabudgetary appropriation approved by resolution CP/RES. 882 (1478/05) to cover part of the projected budget deficit for fiscal year 2005

At the request of the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, the Council decided to postpone its consideration of this subject until a future meeting.

· Meeting of the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States with representatives of the legislatures of the Americas 


The Permanent Council continued its consideration of the mandate assigned to it in resolution AG/RES. 2095 (XXX-O/05), “Meeting of the Permanent Council with Representatives of the Legislatures of the Americas.”


It took into account the document that it had asked the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs to prepare (CP/doc.4061/05), which provided some concise background information on the meeting, set out its goal, and proposed a preliminary methodology.


During its consideration of the document, the Council took note of the comments of the Alternate Representative of Argentina, who said that the mandate given to the Permanent Council in resolution AG/RES. 2122 (XXXV-O/05), “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas,” was related to the topic currently under consideration and recommended that it might be more expedient to discuss the two topics together.


Accordingly, the Council decided to transmit the mandates contained in the aforementioned resolutions, AG/RES. 2095 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2122 (XXXV-O/05), as well as the document prepared by the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs (CP/doc.4061/05), to the General Committee for consideration.

· Access to public information:  Strengthening democracy

The Permanent Council began its consideration of the mandate issued by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES. 2121 (XXXV-O/05), “Access to Public Information:  Strengthening Democracy.”


It was recalled that in that resolution the General Assembly had instructed the Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression and the Office for the Promotion of Democracy of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs not only to support the efforts of member states that request their cooperation on the matter but also to assist the Permanent Council in the preparatory work for a special meeting to be convened under the provisions of operative paragraph 11 of said resolution. 


In that connection, the Council decided to forward to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for consideration the mandates given to the Permanent Council in operative subparagraphs 11.a and 11.b of resolution AG/RES. 2121 (XXXV-O/05), taking into account, among other things, the preliminary work being carried out by the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs of the OAS General Secretariat. 


Likewise, it recommended to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs that it use as a reference the document containing the results of the meeting of government spokesmen of the OAS member states, held in Santiago, Chile, from August 16 to 18, 2005, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2121 (XXXV-O/05), which dealt with such topics as transparency and access to public information, and the dissemination of topics key to the strengthening of democracy.

· Other business

· The Secretary General referred to the difficult situation in Nicaragua and said that he would continue to keep the Permanent Council apprised of any developments.

· The Chair of the Permanent Council expressed his appreciation to the delegations and especially to the group of coordinators for the support he had received during his term as Chair.  He also expressed thanks to the General Secretariat staff and noted in particular the efficient work done by the Assistant to the Office of the Chair of the Council, Soledad Salas.
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The Permanent Council held a regular meeting to consider the items of the order of business, document CP/OD.1516/05. The order of business was adopted as presented.  

· Remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council


Since this was the first meeting of the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis delivered an address to the Council. In his remarks he referred, among other matters, to poverty, security, trade, health and education, and natural disasters. He concluded his remarks exhorting the Council to impress upon member states of the OAS “the need to use the occasion of the fourth Summit of the Americas to bolster the pillars of democracy, to promote closer collaboration and cooperation, to boldly confront the antecedents and the aggravators of poverty, and to embrace the opportunity offered by the elaboration of a Social Charter for the Americas to address and to redress the inequities of the Hemisphere”.

· Expression of Sympathy

The Permanent Council expressed its deep condolences and solidarity with the families of the victims of the countries in South Asia, that have been affected by the earthquake, as well as with the families of the victims and for the damage suffered in the Central American region, particularly Guatemala, El Salvador, and Mexico because of mudslides and flooding in the wake of hurricane Stan.  The Chair informed the Council that the OAS, through the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (FONDEM), had made contributions to these countries.  He also called on the international community to continue supporting these countries in this hour of need.  The affected countries took the floor to express gratitude for the contribution and for the solidarity they have received.

· Welcome to the new Ambassador of Peru


The Permanent Council welcomed Ambassador Fernando De la Flor Arbulú, who presented his credentials as Permanent Representative of Peru to the Organization of American States on the fifth of October, 2005.

1. Fifth Quarterly Report of the Secretary General to the Permanent Council on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA) (CP/doc.4062/05)


The Council heard a presentation made by the Secretary General on the Fifth Quarterly Report on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia.  Several delegations took the floor to comment on the matter and also to support this process.


The Council took note of the report and of the comments made by delegations, and also made an appeal to member states and Permanent Observers as well as to the international community in general, to continue to lend their indispensable cooperation to the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia.


Under paragraph 13 (c) of resolution CP/RES.759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the participation of Civil Society Organization in OAS Activities”, the Chair of the Permanent Council authorized the distribution of the document presented by the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL), titled “Observations to the OAS Permanent Council regarding the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia.”

2. Oral Report on the First meeting of National Authorities Directly Responsible for Granting the Export, Import, and International Transit Licenses or Authorizations for Transfers of Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related Materials

Ambassador Alvaro Tirado Mejia, Permanent Representative of Colombia, Chair of the First Meeting of National Authorities Directly Responsible for Granting the Export, Import, and International Transit Licenses or Authorizations for Transfer of Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related Materials, informed the Council of the results of the meeting, held at the headquarters of OAS, on October 6 and 7, 2005.


In his presentation, the Ambassador highlighted the conclusions adopted by the aforementioned meeting that will be presented to the next meeting of the State Party Convention.


The Council agreed to take note of the report made by Permanent Representative of Colombia.  

3. Presentation by the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on the draft resolution “Use and Replenishment of the Capital Fund for OAS Fellowships, Scholarships, and Training Programs to meet Over-Extended Fellowship Commitments 


The Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanente Representative of Paraguay, presented the draft resolution contained in document CP/CAAP-2783/05 rev. 1. Following an extensive debate with regard to the over-extended expenditures on the Fellowships and Training Programs, the Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 894 (1516/05) “Use and Replenishment of the Capital Fund for OAS Fellowships, Scholarships, and Training Programs to meet Over-Extended Fellowship Commitments”.

4. Referral of document to Committee


The Permanent Council decided to forward to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs the following documents:

· Semiannual report on all performance contracts (CPR) funded by any source from January 1 to June 30, 2005 and Report on CPR’s for the period January 1 to December 31, 2004 (CP/doc. 4063/05)

· Report on Budgetary Execution and Transfers between Chapters of the Regular Fund Program-Budget for 2005 and Specific Funds January 1 to July 31, 2005 (CP/doc.4058/05)

5. Other business

· Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, invited all delegations to the first meeting of the Group of Friends of the Columbus Memorial Library, scheduled for October 13 at the Library.

· Ambassador Osmar Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil, informed the Council that his government has made a payment of $6.2 million to the Regular Fund and a payment of $150.000 to the voluntary fund to be distributed to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and to the Office for the Promotion of Democracy, as well as a contribution of $1 million for the elections to be held in Haiti.

· The Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, Ambassador José Luis Velásquez, informed the Council on the recent developments in his country.

· The Alternate Representative of Venezuela reminded delegations that the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas will meet on October 13, 2005, in the Hall of the Americas, at 2.30 p.m. 

· The Alternate Representative of the United States, Ambassador Timothy Dunn, announced that his government will ratify the Inter-American Convention on Terrorism.
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The Permanent Council held a regular meeting to consider the items listed on the order of business, document CP/OD-1514/05.

1. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on the reallocation of the extra-budgetary appropriation approved in resolution CP/RES. 882 (1478/05) to cover part of the budgetary shortfall projected for fiscal year 2005

The Permanent Council heard a presentation by Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanent Representative of Paraguay and Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, on the budgetary deficit exceeding the program-budget adopted by the General Assembly for the current year. He also reported on measures recommended by the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for fulfilling obligations for fiscal year 2005.


In order to meet statutory obligations, the Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 893 (1514/05), “Reallocation of the Extra-budgetary Appropriation Approved under CP/RES. 882 (1478/05) to Defray Part of the FY2005 Unforeseen Expenses.”

2. Other business


Ambassador Gordon Shirley, Permanent Representative of Jamaica and Chair of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), reported to the Council on resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 115 (XXIII-E/05), adopted on September 29 of the current year, authorizing the Secretary General, by way of exception, to use resources from the OAS Capital Fund for Fellowships to meet excess fellowship obligations.


The Council decided to transmit the resolution adopted by CEPCIDI to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for appropriate action.
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The Permanent Council held a regular meeting on October 26, 2005, to consider the items on the draft order of business (CP/OD.1517/05). The order of business was approved as presented.  
· Condolences


The Permanent Council paid tribute to the memory of the former President of Bolivia, Mr. Luis Adolfo Siles Salinas, who passed away on October 20, 2005.  Mr. Siles served as Vice President of Bolivia from 1966 to 1969 and assumed the presidency when the then constitutionally elected President, Mr. Rene Barrientos Ortuño, passed away.  The Council conveyed its condolences to the family of the late former President Siles and to the people and Government of Bolivia.


The Permanent Council also paid tribute to the memory of the former President of Honduras, José Azcona Hoyo, who passed away on October 24, 2005.  Mr. Azcona was President of Honduras from 1986 to 1990.  The Council conveyed its condolences to the family of the late former President Azcona and to the people and Government of Honduras.

The permanent representatives of Bolivia and Honduras thanked the Council for the tributes paid to their late former presidents.

The Council expressed its condolences to the people and governments of Haiti and the Dominican Republic on the tragic loss of lives and the devastation caused by Hurricane Alpha.

The Council then observed a moment of silence.

· Independence day of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

On behalf of the Permanent Council, the Chair congratulated the people and Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines on their independence day, which is October 27.  Ambassador Ellsworth I. A. John, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, thanked the Council for recognizing his country’s independence day and invited all representatives to attend the celebration of that important day at OAS Headquarters on October 27, 2005. 
1. Approval of minutes


The Council approved the minutes of the special meeting held on June 30, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1430/04).


In accordance with Article 69 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Chair authorized the distribution of the minutes of the regular meeting held on July 22, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1433/04).

2. Referral of document to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP)

The Permanent Council agreed to forward to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) document CP/doc.4064/05, the report of the Secretary General on cooperation agreements in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2157 (XXXV-O/05).

3. Election of the Chair of the Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime


On a motion by Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanent Representative of Paraguay, and seconded by Ambassador Ricardo González de Mena, Alternate Representative of Panama, the Council elected Juan Sandoval Mendiolea, Alternate Representative of Mexico, as Chair of the Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime.  Mr. Sandoval was elected by acclamation.

4. First quarterly report on Haiti in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2147 (XXXV-O/05)

Secretary General José Miguel Insulza presented the first quarterly report on the situation in Haiti in compliance with operative paragraph 20 of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2147 (XXXV-O/05) (CP/doc.4065/05).  The report, which covers the period from mid-May to mid-October 2005, describes the current situation in Haiti and the work of the OAS Special Mission for Strengthening Democracy in Haiti, and it includes information on the OAS Electoral Technical Assistance Program in Haiti.


The Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, presented to the Council information on the meetings on Haiti held at the United Nations and the European Union.

The Council took note of the reports and of the observations made by the delegations, particularly those of Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti, who thanked the Council for the support his country is receiving. The Council stressed the importance of continuing to receive timely reports on the situation in Haiti, in particular in the months prior to and immediately following the elections.

5. Report on the situation in Nicaragua


Following a brief introduction by the Secretary General, the Chair gave the floor to Mr. Dante Caputo, Special Envoy of the Secretary General to Nicaragua, who presented a report on the work he has completed and the latest developments in Nicaragua, with emphasis on progress made and challenges encountered. 


Ms. Lila Bolaños, Alternate Representative of Nicaragua, thanked Mr. Caputo for the report and shared with the Council additional information on the situation in her country.


The Council took note of the information presented by the Secretary General, the Special Envoy, and delegations, and the Chair stressed the importance of continuing to receive information on the situation in Nicaragua.

6. Other business

· Ambassador Juan Enrique Fischer, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, requested a repeat distribution, free of charge, of the book on the Inter-American Democratic Charter that the OAS had published.

· Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti, informed the Council that a delegation from Caribbean Community (CARICOM) member states will be visiting Haiti to show support for the electoral process in Haiti.

· The Chair informed the Council of the recent visit of Ms. Matilde Ribeiro, Brazil’s Minister of State for the Promotion of Racial Equality.  Fernando Simas, Alternate Representative of Brazil, shared with the Council the highlights of Minister Ribeiro’s visit and the work being done by the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.  Brazil chairs the Working Group.  The Representative of Brazil informed the Council that his country will be hosting a regional conference to analyze progress made in the Hemisphere on these issues on April 26, 27, and 28, 2006.

· On the initiative of the Chair, the Council paid homage to Ms. Rosa Parks, the African-American civil rights activist who died on October 24, 2005.  The U.S. Delegation thanked the Chair and the Council for recognizing the life and contribution of Ms. Parks.
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The Permanent Council held a regular meeting on November 16, 2005, to consider the items on the draft order of business (CP/OD.1518/05).  The order of business was approved as presented.

· Condolences


The Permanent Council paid tribute to the memory of Sir Edmund Hawkins Lake, Antigua and Barbuda’s first Permanent Representative to the Organization.  Sir Edmund served as his country’s Ambassador to the OAS from 1982 to 1990 and as Chair of the Permanent Council on two occasions.

· Fourth Summit of the Americas


On behalf of the Permanent Council, the Chair congratulated the people and the Government of the Republic of Argentina on hosting the Fourth Summit of the Americas.  In this regard, the Chair informed the Council that, at the request of the Permanent Mission of Argentina, the item on the Fourth Summit of the Americas will be included on the order of business of the next meeting of the Permanent Council, which is scheduled for November 30.

7. Approval of minutes


The Council approved the minutes of the regular meeting held on July 22, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1433/04).


In accordance with Article 69.b of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Chair informed the Council that the minutes of the following private meetings had been distributed:

· CP/ACTA 1417/04, private meeting of May 6, 2004;

· CP/ACTA 1427/04, special private meeting of June 21 and 22 and July 28, 2004; and

· CP/ACTA 1431/04, private meeting of July 2, 2004
8. Strengthening relations and increasing cooperation between international institutions and the OAS

The Chair of the Permanent Council informed delegations that he had invited different regional, sub-regional and integration institutions to make presentations before the Council with the objective of learning more from each other and to explore possibilities of increasing cooperation. On this occasion, the Permanent Council received the presentation by the Director of the Secretariat of the Southern Common Market (MERCOSUR), Mr. Reginaldo Braga Arcuri.

The Council took note of Mr. Braga Arcuri’s presentation and reiterated the need for more interaction between the OAS and international institutions in order to explore concrete avenues of collaboration.


The presentation made by Mr. Braga Arcuri has been published as document CP/INF.5263/05.

9. Report of the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People on the Sixth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus
Before offering the floor to Ambassador Juan León Alvarado, Alternate Representative of Guatemala and Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, for the presentation of the Report,  the Chair of the Permanent Council highlighted the importance of the meeting that took place in Guatemala and also made reference to the very important dialogue that took place between  the Representatives of the indigenous peoples and the ministers of foreign affairs of the Americas in Mar de Plata, Argentina, prior to the Fourth Summit of the Americas.


Following the introduction by the Chair of the Council, Ambassador Juan Leon, Alternate Representative of Guatemala and chair of the aforementioned Working Group, presented the report on the Sixth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, document GT/DADIN/doc.237/05 rev. 1 corr. 1.

The Council took note of the presentation and of the report, as well as the observations and suggestions made by delegations, and decided to transmit the report to the Working Group of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for its consideration. The Chair also echoed a call made by various delegations regarding the need for support to this important process.

10. Referral of documents to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP)

The Permanent Council agreed to forward to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs the following documents:

· CP/doc.4067/05, Quarterly report on the use of funds allocated under resolution CP/RES. 831 (1342/02) between July 1 and September 30, 2005 – Inter-American Commission on Human Rights; and

· CP/doc.4068/05, Conferences and meetings for the year 2006.


The Council noted the request by the Permanent Representative of Brazil to include in document CP/doc.4068/05 the Second Meeting of the Conference of State Parties of the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC), to be held during the first semester of 2006.

11. Other business

· The Alternate Representative of Argentina informed the Council that in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2018 (XXXIV-O/04) and declaration AG/DEC. 45 (XXXV-O/05), the First Meeting of National Focal Points of the White Helmets Initiative will be held in Argentina on December 1 and 2, 2005, with the participation of the OAS, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI), and the Association of Caribbean States (ACS).

· The Council paid tribute to Mr. Carlos Quintanilla, an OAS staff member who will be retiring shortly, having served the Organization for 15 years as a conference room assistant.

· The Council bade farewell to Ambassador Jorge Chen Charpentier, Permanent Representative of Mexico, who has been appointed by his government as Assistant Secretary for Latin American and Caribbean Affairs in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mexico.

OEA/Ser.G

CP/SA.1524/05
10 January 2006

Original: English

Record of the regular meeting held on December 15, 2005

CP/ACTA 1524/05
/

The Permanent Council held a regular meeting on December 15, 2005, to consider the items on the draft order of business, document CP/OD.1524/05.  The order of business was approved as presented.

12. Oral report by the Assistant Secretary General on the Electoral Observation Mission to Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Following the presentation of the preliminary report of the Electoral Observation Mission to Saint Vincent and the Grenadines by Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, the Council congratulated the people and Government of that country on the elections held on December 7, 2005.  The Council then took note of report and of the observations made by Ambassador Ellsworth John, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and by other delegations.

13. Oral report by the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on the scale of quotas


The Council took note of the report on the scale of quotas presented by Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanent Representative of Paraguay and Chairman of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP).  As there was no consensus on the proposals analyzed by the CAAP, the Council decided to convene a meeting of governmental experts in order to propose a revised scale of Regular Fund quotas based on Article 55 of the OAS Charter.


The Council congratulated Ambassador Joshua Sears, Permanent Representative of The Bahamas and Chair of the Working Group that analyzed the scale of quotas in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2157 (XXXV-O/05).

14. Approval of minutes


The Permanent Council approved the minutes of the special meeting of the Permanent Council held on August 25 and 26, 2004, CP/ACTA 1436/04.

15. Meeting the political priorities of the Organization of American States


The Council took note of the report presented by the Secretary General based on document CP/doc.4071/05, “Meeting the Political Priorities of the Organization of American States (Presented by the General Secretariat in anticipation of the January 2006 Special General Assembly),” as well as of the observations made by delegations.


The Permanent Council also approved resolution CP/RES. 895 (1524/05), “Creation of the Assistant Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the Assistant Secretariat for Political Affairs.”
16. Convocation of the Fourth Meeting of the Group of Governmental Experts on Cyber-Crime pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2068 (XXXV-O/05)


The Permanent Council approved resolution CP/RES. 896 (1524/05), through which it convened the Fourth Meeting of the Group of Experts on Cyber-Crime, to be held at OAS headquarters on February 27 and 28, 2006, to carry out the mandates referred to in the conclusions and recommendations of the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-V).

17. Presentation by the Secretary of the Board of Directors of the Private Sector Forum of the Americas

The Council took note of the presentation made by Mr. James Fendell on the Private Sector Forum, as well as of the comments made by delegations. The Council also noted the creation of the Private Sector Forum of the Americas.
7.
Referral of document

The Permanent Council agreed to forward to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) document CP/doc.4069/05, “Status report on budget execution and transfers between chapters of the Regular Fund program-budget for 2005 and specific funds from January 1 to September 30, 2005.”

8.
Other business

· The Chair informed the Council that a progress report from the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) on the mandate concerning the Inter-American Defense Board had been distributed (CP/INF.5281/05). The Chair recognized the significant advances made by the Committee in fulfilling the mandate and noted that the Council would look forward to receiving the results of the Committee’s analysis and recommendations during 2006.

· The Council bade farewell to Ambassador Juan Enrique Fisher, Permanent Representative of Uruguay.

OEA/Ser.G

CP/SA.1526/06

16 February 2006

Original: English

Record of the regular meeting held on January 24, 2006

CP/ACTA 1526/06
/

The Permanent Council held a regular meeting to consider the items on the draft order of business, document CP/OD.1526/06.  The draft order of business was approved as presented.

· In memoriam


The Permanent Council paid tribute to the memory of Mr. Ernesto Leal Sánchez, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Nicaragua, and asked the Alternate Representative of Nicaragua to express its condolences to the people and Government of Nicaragua.

· Presentation of gavel to the outgoing Chair of the Council


The Council presented a gavel to Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis, in recognition of his excellent service as Chair of the Permanent Council from October to December 2005.

· Recognition of OAS staff members


The Permanent Council congratulated OAS staff members Von Martin and Rebecca Medrano, who received a special award at the 21st Annual Mayor’s Arts Awards Gala on January 9, 2006, in recognition of their efforts in support of the arts and culture in the Washington D.C. area.

· Meeting of Directors of the Offices of the General Secretariat in the Member States


The Permanent Council congratulated the General Secretariat on holding a meeting with the directors of the Offices of the General Secretariat in the Member States.

1. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the draft resolution entitled “Date and place of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas” (CP/CAJP-2318/05 rev. 1)


The Council decided to postpone its consideration of this item.

2. Report on the Mission to Haiti


The Council took note of the report presented by the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, on the recent mission to Haiti, as well as of the comments made by the Ambassador of Haiti and other delegations.

3. Report of the Chair of the Meeting of Experts to Propose a Revised Scale of Quota Assessments (REG/NEC/doc.6/06)


Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanent Representative of Paraguay and Chair of the Meeting of Experts to Propose a Revised Scale of Quota Assessments, presented the report of the experts.  The Council took note of the report, which contained two proposals for a revised scale of quotas, and in accordance with Article 60 of the Charter of the OAS, the Council agreed to transmit the report to the Preparatory Committee of the special session of the General Assembly.

4. Draft resolution: Convocation of the thirty-first special session of the General Assembly (CP/doc.4073/06)


The Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 897 (1526/06), through which it convened the thirty-first special session of the General Assembly for January 30 and 31, 2006.

5. Invitations to the thirty-first special session of the General Assembly 


The Council, taking in account that the special session of the General Assembly would only deal with items related to the Organization’s budget process, agreed to invite only the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS to the special session of the General Assembly.

6. Note from the Permanent Mission of Brazil offering to host the Seventh Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Work Group to Prepare the Draft Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples


The Council decided to transmit the note from the Permanent Mission of Brazil to the Working Group to Prepare the Draft Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Other business 

· The Chair informed delegations that the minutes of the regular meetings of the Council held on June 23, 2004, August 30, 2004, and September 7, 2004, and the minutes of the special meeting held on July 22, 2004, had been distributed in the room pursuant to Article 69 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.

· As requested by Permanent Mission of Venezuela, the Permanent Council agreed to hold the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons from March 14 to 17, 2006, on Margarita Island, Venezuela.   A revised version of resolution CP/RES. 889 (1503/05) rev. 1 will be duly issued by the Secretariat to reflect this decision. 

· Ambassador Paul Durand, Permanent Representative of Canada, informed the Council that the Liberal Party won the elections that were recently held in his country. 

· Ambassador Esteban Tomic informed the Council on the elections held in his country in which, for the first time, a woman was elected President of Chile.

· Ambassador María Tamayo Arnal informed the Council on the elections held in her country.
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The Permanent Council held a regular meeting to consider the items on the draft order of business, document CP/OD.1528/06.  The draft order of business was approved with the addition of a new item (CP/OD.1528/06 rev.1).

1. Approval of minutes


The Permanent Council approved the minutes of the regular meeting held on August 5, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1435/04) and of the special meeting held on September 23, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1440/04).


Also, in accordance with Article 69 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, CP/ACTA 1443/04 was distributed. 

2. Oral Report of the Secretary General on the Elections in Haiti


The Council took note of the oral report presented by Secretary General José Miguel Insulza on the recent elections held in Haiti, as well as of the comments made by Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti, and other delegations.  The Council approved the “Statement by the Permanent Council of the OAS on the Elections held in Haiti,” document CP/DEC.30 (1528/06). 

3. Draft resolution “Place and date of the Seventh Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft Declaration on the Rights of the Indigenous Peoples”

The Council approved resolution CP/RES. 898 (1528/06), accepting with gratitude the offer by the Government of Brazil to host the above-mentioned meeting and convene the Seventh Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, to be held in Brasilia, Brazil, from March 21 to 25, 2006.

4. Other business

· Ambassador Esteban Tomic Errázuriz, Permanent Representative of Chile and Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH), informed the Council that analysis and discussions on the juridical and institutional link between the OAS and the Inter-American Defense Board had been concluded.

· Ambassador María Tamayo Arnal, Permanent Representative of Bolivia, informed that due to the natural disasters that had occurred recently in her country, the President of Bolivia had declared a state of emergency.

· Ambassador Osmar Vladimir Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil, informed that his government had donated $50.000 to the OAS’s electoral observation program.
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The Permanent Council held a regular meeting on February 1, 2006, to consider the items on the draft order of business, document CP/OD.1527/06, which was approved as presented.

· The Council congratulated the Permanent Mission of Guyana on assuming the presidency of the Rio Group.

1. Oral Report of the General Secretariat on the Electoral Observation Mission in Honduras

Mr. Moises Benamor, Senior Specialist in the Assistant Secretariat for Political Affairs and Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission in Honduras, presented an oral report on the general elections held in Honduras on November 27, 2005.  The Permanent Council took note of the presentation and of the comments made by the Permanent Representative of Honduras, Ambassador Salvador E. Rodezno Fuentes, as well as the comments made by other delegations.

2. Oral Report of the General Secretariat on the Electoral Observation Mission in Bolivia


Mr. Steven Griner, Senior Specialist in the Assistant Secretariat for Political Affairs and Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission in Bolivia, presented an oral report on the general elections held in Bolivia on December 18, 2005.  The Permanent Council took note of the presentation and of the comments made by the Permanent Representative of Bolivia, Ambassador María Tamayo Arnal, as well as the comments made by other delegations.

3. Oral Report of the General Secretariat on the Electoral Observation Mission in Venezuela


Dr. Rubén Perina, Principal Specialist in the Assistant Secretariat for Political Affairs and Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission in Venezuela, presented an oral report on the election of members of the National Assembly held on December 4, 2005.  The Permanent Council took note of the presentation and of the comments made by the Permanent Representative of Venezuela, Ambassador Jorge Valero Briceño, as well as the comments made by other delegations.

4. Approval of minutes


The Permanent Council approved the minutes of the regular meetings held on June 23, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1429/04), August 30, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1437/04), and September 7, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1438/04), and of the special meeting held on July 22, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1432/04).

5. Other matters

· Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti, informed the Council on the visit of the Prime Minister of Haiti to Trinidad and Tobago.  He also referred to the upcoming general elections in Haiti and the enthusiasm of the Haitian people, stating that some 3.5 million Haitians had already registered for the elections.

· The Alternate Representative of Mexico informed the Council that his government had appointed Ms. Flor de Lis Vasquez to support the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) on the Follow-up Mechanism to the Convention of Belém do Pará.
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The Permanent Council held a regular meeting to consider the items on the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1532/06.  The draft order of business was approved as presented.

1. Sixth quarterly report of the Secretary General to the Permanent Council on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia 

The Secretary General presented to the Permanent Council the sixth quarterly report on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA) (CP/doc.4075/06).  The Council decided to take note of the report; of the statement by Ambassador Álvaro Tirado Mejía, Permanent Representative of Colombia; and of the comments made by delegations.

2. Note from the Permanent Mission of Peru on the draft Declaration on the Decade of the Americas for Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and its program of action
Ambassador Fernando de la Flor Arbulú, Permanent Representative of Peru, presented the draft Declaration on the Decade of the Americas for Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and its program of action (CP/INF.5292/06)

The Council decided:

· To take note of the presentation made by the Permanent Representative of Peru and of the comments made by delegations on the subject;

· To transmit to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), for its consideration, the draft Declaration on the Decade of the Americas for Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and its program of action (CP/INF.5292/06); and

· To recommend to the Preparatory Committee that it place the above-mentioned topic on the draft agenda for the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly.

3. Progress report of the Chair of the Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime 


The Permanent Council took note of the progress report of the Chair of the Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime (CE/DOT-32/06 and CE/DOT-32/06 add. 1) and decided to await the final report on the matter. 


The Council thanked Mr. Juan Sandoval, Alternate Representative of Mexico, for his excellent work as Chair of the Special Committee and, as he is leaving his post at the Permanent Mission of Mexico, wished him every success in his new functions.

4. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security 
Ambassador Esteban Tomic, Permanent Representative of Chile, presented to the Permanent Council the report of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) on the legal and institutional relationship between the Organization of American States and the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) (CP/CSH-746/06 rev. 1).

The Council decided:

· To take note of the report of the Chair of the CSH;

· To approve ad referendum, in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2117 (XXXV-O/05), adopted by the General Assembly in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, the draft resolution “The Inter-American Defense Board as an Entity of the Organization of American States and Approval of Its Statutes”; and

· To convene, as called for in resolution AG/RES. 2117, a special session of the General Assembly by March 16, 2006, to give final approval to the Statutes of the Inter-American Defense Board.

5. Annual report of the Inter-American Commission of Women
Ms. Carmen Lomellin, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), presented the annual report of the CIM to the General Assembly for 2005 (CP/doc.4081/06).

The Council took note of Ms. Lomellin’s presentation and the observations made by delegations, and it transmitted the report to the General Committee for further consideration, in compliance with Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

6. Transmission of reports to committees
The Permanent Council transmitted to the General Committee, in compliance with Article 91.f of the OAS Charter:

· The annual report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4076/06); and

· The annual report of the Inter-American Indian Institute to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4077/06).


The Council transmitted to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), also in compliance with Article 91.f of the Charter:

· The annual report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4079/06); and

· The annual report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4080/06).

The Council transmitted to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) document CP/doc.4082/06, “Budget Execution Status Report and Transfer between Chapters of the Regular Fund Program-Budget for 2005 as well as Budget Execution Status as of December 31, 2005, for all Specific Funds.” 

OEA/Ser.G

CP/SA.1537/06

23 March 2006

Original: English

Record of the regular meeting held on March 15, 2006

CP/ACTA 1537/06
/

The Permanent Council held a regular meeting on March 15, 2006, to consider the items on the draft order of business, CP/OD.1537/06.  The draft order of business was approved with some changes.

1. Presentation of the annual report of the Administrative Tribunal

The Council took note of the presentation made by Judge Agustín Gordillo, President of the Administrative Tribunal, on the Tribunal’s annual report for 2005 to the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly [CP/doc.4074/06].  The Council decided to transmit the Tribunal’s annual report to the General Committee in compliance with Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

2. Presentation of the semiannual report on the activities of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs 


Secretary General José Miguel Insulza presented to the Council Mr. Dante Caputo, the General Secretariat’s new Assistant Secretary for Political Affairs.  Mr. Caputo then presented the semiannual report on the activities of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs (DDPA) [CP/doc.4087/06].  The Council decided to transmit the report to the General Committee for its consideration.

3. Report of the General Secretariat on invitations to the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly for which authorization by the Permanent Council is required 


The Permanent Council authorized the Secretary General, through resolution CP/RES. 902 (1537/06), to extend invitations to those organizations identified in the document “Report of the Secretariat on invitations to the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly for which authorization by the Permanent Council is required” [CP/doc.4078/06 rev. 1].

4. Note from the Permanent Mission of Haiti requesting that the topic “Commemoration of the bicentennial of the creation in Haiti on March 12, 1806, of the Flag of Greater Colombia (Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, and Panama)” be placed on the order of business of the regular meeting of the Permanent Council of March 15, 2006 


The Permanent Council took note of the presentation made by Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti, on the topic “Commemoration of the Bicentennial of the Creation in Haiti on March 12, 1806, of the Flag of Greater Colombia (Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, and Panama)” [CP/INF.5313/06].

5. Referral of reports

In compliance with Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, the Permanent Council transmitted to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) the annual report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to the General Assembly, volumes I, II, and III [CP/doc.4088/06, CP/doc.4088/06 add. 1, and CP/doc.4088/06 add. 2].


The Council transmitted to the General Committee the annual report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IACI) to the General Assembly [CP/doc.408406].


The Council transmitted to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) the report on the transfer of appropriations between chapters of the approved Regular Fund program-budget for 2006 [CP/doc.4090/06].

6.
Other business
The Alternate Representative of Colombia informed the Council on the congressional elections held in Colombia on March 12, 2006.

OEA/Ser.G

CP/SA.1541/06

31 March 2006

Original: English

Record of the regular meeting held on March 29, 2006

CP/ACTA 1541/06
/

The Permanent Council held a regular meeting on March 29, 2006, to consider the items on the draft order of business, CP/OD.1541/06, which was approved as presented.

1. Approval of minutes

The Permanent Council approved the minutes of the regular meeting held on September 29, 2004 [CP/ACTA 1446/04], and the special meeting held on October 8, 2004 [CP/ACTA 1450/04].

2. Annual report of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) to the General Assembly 


The Council took note of the presentation of IICA’s annual report to the General Assembly for 2005 [CP/doc.4089/06] by IICA’s Director General, Dr. Chelston Brathwaite.  The Council also received a document entitled “IICA and the Americas – A successful partnership, 2002-2005”. The Council decided to transmit the Institute’s annual report to the General Committee in compliance with Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

3. Transmission of documents to committees

The Council sent to the General Committee the note from the Permanent Mission of Colombia transmitting the draft resolution “Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices” [CP/doc.4094/06].


The Council sent to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) the note from the Permanent Mission of Argentina forwarding the draft resolution “Right to the Truth” [CP/doc.4096/06].

4. Other business

· Ambassador Rodolfo Hugo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina, addressed the Council on the 30th anniversary of the coup d’état staged in his country.

· Ambassador Roberto Álvarez Gil, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, informed the Council on the following:
· That the bulletin for the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA) to be held from April 24 to 26, 2006 has been published.
· That the new site for the General Assembly session will be Santo Domingo, the capital of the Dominican Republic.
· The Permanent Council bade farewell to Ambassador María Tamayo Arnal, Permanent Representative of Bolivia, and Ambassador Salvador Rodezno Fuentes, Permanent Representative of Honduras.

OEA/Ser.G

CP/SA.1535/06

31 march 2006

Original: English

Record of the regular meeting held on March 9, 2006

CP/ACTA 1535/06
/

The Permanent Council held a regular meeting on March 9, 2006, to consider the items on the draft order of business, document CP/OD.1535/06, which was approved as presented.

The Council also decided to consider the draft resolution on the change of date of the Special General Assembly as recommended by the Preparatory Committee.

The Permanent Council welcomed the new Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Alejandro García-Moreno Elizondo.

6. Approval of minutes


The Permanent Council approved the minutes of the regular meeting held on October 6, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1447/04).

2.
Note from the Permanent Mission of Brazil

The Permenet Representative of Brazil, Ambassador Vladimir O. Chohfi presented a Progress Report on the Deliberations of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance. In his remarks, the Permanent Representative of Brazil emphasized the importance that all states provide their preliminary contributions to the Working Group Chair in the near future, to make possible a broad, multifaceted perspective on expectations as to the nature of the future document.
3. Change of date of the thirty-second special session of the General Assembly

The Council agreed to change the date of the thirty-second special session of the General Assembly and approved resolution CP/RES. 901 (1535/06) “Change of Date of the Thirty-Second Special Session of the General Assembly”, convening the special session on March 15, 2006, at the headquarters of the Organization. 

4. Transmission of documents

The Council decided to transmit to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs the following documents:

· AG/RES. 1 (XXXI-E/06) Scale of Regular Fund Quota Assessments and Ceiling of the 2007 Budget

· Chronological List of Conferences, Meetings and Other Events to be held from January to December 2006 (CP/doc.4083/06)

OEA/Ser.G

CP/SA.1545/06

5 May 2006

Original: English

Record of the regular meeting held on April 12, 2006

CP/ACTA 1545/06
/
1. Approval of minutes

The Permanent Council approved the minutes of the regular meeting held on October 6, 2004 [CP/ACTA 1448/04]; the special meetings held on September 29, 2004 [CP/ACTA 1445/04] and October 17, 2004 [CP/ACTA 1452/04]; and the joint meeting with CEPCIDI held on October 7, 2004 [CP/ACTA 1449/04].

2. Oral report by the Assistant Secretary General on his visit to Guyana


Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Albert Ramdin reported to the Permanent Council on his visit to Guyana, which was made in response to an official request from the Government of Guyana for an OAS Electoral Observation Mission amidst preparations for national elections expected later this year.  The Council took note of the oral report and of the comments made by Ambassador Bayney R. Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana.

3. Presentation by Senator Céline Hervieux-Payette, President of the Executive Committee of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA)


At the request of the Permanent Mission of Canada, the Permanent Council received Senator Céline Hervieux-Payette, President of the Executive Committee of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA).  The Senator reported, among other things, on the results of the Fourth Plenary Assembly, held at the National Congress of Brazil from May 19 to 21, 2005.


The Council took note of the presentation made by the President of FIPA and of the comments made by delegations.


The Chair of the Permanent Council authorized the publication of the report of the Fourth Plenary Assembly of FIPA, and a copy of the report has been deposited at the Columbus Memorial Library (CML).

4. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities transmitting the recommendations of the Committee on applications by civil society organizations under Article 6 of the Guidelines [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)] [CP/CISC-234/06]


The Permanent Council approved the participation of the following civil society organizations in OAS activities in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99):

· Acción Ecuménica – Venezuela [CP/CISC-219/06]

· Asociación de Micro, Pequeños y Medianos Empresarios Afro-Hondureños (CAMAFROH) – Honduras [CP/CISC-223/06]

· Asociación Venezolana de Mujeres (AVM) [CP/CISC-222/06]

· Centro de Implementación de Políticas Públicas para la Equidad y el Crecimiento (CIPPEC) – Argentina [CP/CISC-224/06]

· Federación Argentina de Municipios (FAM) – Argentina [CP/CISC-218/06]

· Fundación Innovación e Integración para el Desarrollo Sustentable, Económico y Social de los Pueblos – Argentina [CP/CISC-225/06]

· Global Foundation for Democracy and Development (GFDD)/Fundación Global Democracia y Desarrollo (FUNGLODE) – Dominican Republic/United States of America [CP/CISC-233/06]

· Inclusion International (II) – United Kingdom [CP/CISC-226/06]

· National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws (NCCUSL) – United States of America [CP/CISC-227/06]

· Open Society Institute (OSI) – United States of America [CP/CISC-228/06]

· Cooperativa Programa de Economía del Trabajo (PET) – Chile [CP/CISC-229/06]

5. Referral of documents to committees:


The Permanent Council agreed:

· To refer to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) the document entitled “Report on Fundraising:  Permanent Observers” [CP/doc.4102/06];

· To refer to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) the draft resolution “Cooperation among the Member States of the OAS to ensure the protection of human rights and to fight corruption and impunity” [CP/doc.4103/06 and AG/CP/SUB.TP-107/ 06], presented by the Permanent Mission of Peru; and

· To refer to the General Committee the note from the Permanent Mission of Bolivia requesting the inclusion of the topic “Water as a fundamental right of peoples” in the preliminary draft schedule and agenda of the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly [AG/CP/SUB.TP-113/06].

6.
Other business

· The Permanent Representative of Peru thanked the Organization for the work done by the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Peru during the general elections held in his country on April 9, 2006.

· The Permanent Representative of Brazil informed the Council that the Inter-American Court of Human Rights held its XXVI special session in Brazil from March 28 to 31, 2006.

· The Permanent Representative of Argentina informed the Council that the Inter-American Court of Human Rights held a special session in Argentina from April 3 to 7, 2006.
OEA/Ser.G

CP/SA.1547/06

5 May 2006

Original: English

Record of the regular meeting held on April 19, 2006

CP/ACTA 1547/06
/
· Condolences


The Council expressed its condolences to the people and Government of Argentina on the death of Ambassador Raúl Quijano, who served as Argentina’s Permanent Representative to the OAS from 1968 to 1975 and from 1979 to 1980.  The Council observed a minute of silence in Ambassador Quijano’s memory.


The Council also expressed its condolences to the people and Government of Costa Rica on the death of Ambassador Fernando Soto-Harrison, who served as Costa Rica’s Permanent Representative to the OAS from 1982 to 1983. The Council observed a minute of silence in Ambassador Soto-Harrison’s memory.

1. Oral report of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Peru 


Dr. Lloyd Axworthy, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Canada and Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Peru, presented an oral report on the general elections held in that country on April 9, 2006.  The Permanent Council took note of the report and of the comments made by Ambassador Fernando de la Flor Arbulú, Permanent Representative of Peru, as well as the remarks made by the Secretary General.

2. Oral report of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Nicaragua 


Mr. Gustavo Fernández, Personal Representative of the Secretary General and Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Nicaragua, presented an oral report on the regional elections held in that country on March 5, 2006.  The Permanent Council took note of the report and of the comments made by Ambassador José Luis Velásquez, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, as well as the remarks made by the Secretary General.

3. Oral report on preparations for REMJA-VI


Ambassador Roberto Álvarez Gil, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, presented to the Permanent Council the draft agenda [REMJA VI/doc.2/06 rev. 3] and draft calendar [REMJA VI/doc.3/06 rev. 3] for the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas, to held in the Dominican Republic from April 24 to 26, 2006.  Both draft documents will be approved at the first plenary session of REMJA-VI.  The Council took note of the presentation.

4.
Installation of the Style Committee of the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly

In accordance with Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Council installed the Style Committee of the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly. The Committee comprises the delegations of Brazil, Canada, Colombia, and the United States.

5.
Referral of documents to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs

The Permanent Council decided to refer to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) the annual report on performance contracts (CPRs) for the period January 1 to December 31, 2005 [CP/doc.4100/06].

6.
Approval of minutes

The Council approved the minutes of the regular meeting of October 22, 2004, CP/ACTA 1453/04.

APPENDIX B
RECORDS OF THE JOINT MEETINGS OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
AND THE PERMANENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE
INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT
OEA/Ser.G

CP/SA.1502/05

31 August 2005

Original: Spanish
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CP/ACTA 1502/05
/

Pursuant to the mandate issued by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2114 (XXXV-O/05), the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) decided to establish a joint consultative body of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) and the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI), on natural disaster reduction and risk management.


According to operative paragraph 4 of said resolution, the principal tasks of the joint consultative body are:
i. To work on the immediate implementation of the recommendations on systematic risk management, including risk identification, risk reduction, and risk transfer, directed to the OAS and its subsidiary bodies;
ii. To review the Statutes of Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (FONDEM) and of the Inter-American Committee for Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) and propose the amendments necessary to create a single permanent inter-American committee to address natural and other disasters and carry out the functions of the IACNDR, the Inter-American Committee for Emergency Situations (IACSE), and the Inter-American Emergency Aid Committee (IAEAC), which would be composed of the relevant organs, agencies, entities, and mechanisms of the OAS and the inter-American system;
iii. To convene in 2005, within the framework of the CSH, a meeting of the regional, subregional, and national disaster preparedness agencies, with the participation of governmental experts, subregional sector institutions, and international experts to share experiences and methods of analysis of vulnerability and risk and of the cost and benefit of investing in natural hazards mitigation, and to forward the recommendations of that meeting to the Permanent Council, CIDI, and the permanent inter-American committee; and
iv. To develop a methodology for funding specially geared towards prevention of and reconstruction and recovery in the event of natural disasters.
OEA/Ser.G

CP/SA.1543/06

5 May 2006

Original: English

Record of the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) held on April 12, 2006

CP/ACTA 1543/06


The Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) held a meeting entitled “Inter-American Development Forum”.  The joint meeting approved the following program: TITLE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
10:00 a.m.
Introductory remarks by Ambassador Ellsworth John, Chair, Permanent Council
10:20 a.m.
Remarks by Secretary General José Miguel Insulza

10:30 a.m.
Presentations by the guest speakers:

· Dr. Ciro de Falco, Executive Vice President, Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)

· Mr. L. Enrique García, President, Corporación Andina de Fomento (CAF)

· Mr. Harry Brautigam, Executive President, Banco Centroamericano de Integración Económica (CABEI)

· Dr. Compton Bourne, President, Caribbean Development Bank (CDB)

· Dr. Vincent Vanderpool-Wallace, Secretary General, Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO)

11:45 a.m.
Interventions by delegations

12:30 p.m.
Closing remarks by Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General

1. The statements made by Ambassador Ellsworth I. A. John, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and Chair of the Permanent Council; the Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza; the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert Ramdin; and the guest speakers may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1543/06.

APPENDIX C
RECORDS OF THE SPECIAL MEETINGS
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Original: Spanish

Record of the special meeting of July 14, 2005

CP/ACTA 1495/05
/

The Permanent Council held a special meeting to welcome His Excellency Enrique Bolaños Geyer, President of the Republic of Nicaragua.

The speech given by the President of the Republic of Nicaragua, the remarks by Ambassador Roberto Álvarez Gil, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic and Chair of the Permanent Council; the remarks by the Secretary General, Dr. José Miguel Insulza; and the statements of the delegations of Belize (on behalf of the GRUCA countries), Panama, Paraguay, and United States are provided in the minutes of the meeting (CP/ACTA-1495/05).

OEA/Ser.G
CP/SA.1496/05
29 August 2005

Original: Spanish

Record of the special meeting of July 19, 2005

CP/ACTA 1496/05

Assumption of office of the ASSISTANT Secretary General of the OAS

The Permanent Council held a special meeting for the assumption of the office of Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States by Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin. 

The meeting began with a speech by the Secretary General of the Organization, Dr. José Miguel Insulza, followed by a speech by the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Roberto Álvarez Gil, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic.  Immediately thereafter, on behalf of the members of the Permanent Council, the Council Chair proceeded to induct Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin into the office of Assistant Secretary General of the OAS.

The speeches given at this meeting are provided in its minutes (CP/ACTA 1496/05).


OEA/Ser.G
CP/SA.1499/05
29 August 2005

Original: Spanish

Record of the special meeting of July 26, 2005

CP/ACTA 1499/05
/
The Permanent Council heard a presentation by His Excellency, the Ambassador and Special Envoy of the Government of Bolivia, Marcelo Ostria Trigo, on “The Political and Social Situation and the Electoral Process in Bolivia.”

The Council then considered a draft resolution presented by the Coordinator of ALADI on behalf of the member countries of that group, which also received support from the countries of the GRUCA group and from the United States and Canada.  The Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 885 (1499/05), “Support for Democracy in Bolivia.”

OEA/Ser.G

CP/SA.1505/05

2 September 2005
Original: Spanish
Record of the special meeting of September 1, 2005
CP/ACTA 1505/05
/

At the request of the Permanent Representative of Honduras, Ambassador Salvador Rodezno Fuentes, the Permanent Council convened a special meeting to consider the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.

In that regard, the Permanent Council adopted the resolution “Solidarity with the People and Government of the United States and Assistance for the Victims of Hurricane Katrina” [CP/RES.891 (1505/05)].
OEA/Ser.G
CP/SA.1506/05
29 September 2005

Original: Spanish

Record of the special meeting of September 8, 2005

CP/ACTA 1506/05


The Permanent Council convened a special meeting to bid farewell to Ambassador Carmen Marina Gutiérrez Salazar, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua.


Remarks were made by the Secretary General, the Chair of the Permanent Council, the coordinators of the subregional groups, and the Permanent Representative of Nicaragua.  Their statements may be found in the minutes of the meeting.

OEA/Ser.G
CP/SA.1507/05
29 September 2005

Original: Spanish

Record of the special meeting of September 9, 2005

CP/ACTA 1507/05
/

The Permanent Council held a special meeting to consider the crisis in Nicaragua.  Present at the meeting was His Excellency Norman Caldera Cardenal, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua.


After listening to comments by delegations on the topic, the Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 892 (1507/05), “Support for Nicaragua.”

OEA/Ser.G
CP/SA.1513/05

6 October 2005

Original: Spanish

Record of the special meeting of September 30, 2005

CP/ACTA 1513/05

The Permanent Council held a special meeting to receive the Secretary of Commerce of the United States of America, Mr. Carlos Gutiérrez.


The presentation of the Secretary of Commerce, and the remarks by the Secretary General of the OAS and the permanent representatives, appear in the minutes of the meeting (CP/ACTA 1513/05).

OEA/Ser.G

CP/SA.1523/05

10 January 2006

Original: English

Record of the special meeting held on December 15, 2005

CP/ACTA 1523/05
/
The Permanent Council held a special meeting to consider the Avian influenza

Following an introduction by Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis and Chair of the Permanent Council, the Council heard presentations on the Avian influenza and its impact on the Americas by Dr. Carissa Etienne, Assistant Director of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO); Dr. Katherine Bliss, Policy Advisor for Environmental Health Issues in the U.S. Department of State’s Office of International Health Affairs; and Mr. Carlos Echeverria, Strategic Alliances Manager for the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA).

The Council took note of the presentations made by the special guests and the observations made by delegations.

OEA/Ser.G

CP/SA.1530/06

28 February 2006

Original: English

Record of the special meeting held on February 22, 2006


The Permanent Council held a special meeting to inaugurate the newly renovated Simón Bolívar Room.


The remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Sonia M. Johnny, Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia, as well as the statements presented by the Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza and by the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador and former Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the OAS, Ambassador Margarita Escobar, are provided in the minutes of the meeting (CP/ACTA 1530/06) 

OEA/Ser.G
CP/SA.1538/06
23 March 2006

Original: Spanish

Record of the special meeting of March 22, 2006

CP/ACTA 1538/06

The Permanent Council held a special meeting to receive His Excellency Francisco Carrión Mena, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ecuador.

The Permanent Council took note of the statement by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ecuador and of the comments by the delegations.


The statement by His Excellency Francisco Carrión Mena and the declarations and observations made by the delegations are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1538/06.

OEA/Ser.G
CP/SA.1533/06

23 March 2006

Original: English

Record of the special meeting held on March 7, 2006

CP/ACTA 1533/06
/

The Permanent Council held a special meeting on March 7, 2006, to discuss the topic “Gender and development in the Americas:  Remembering the Margins”.  This meeting was convened by Ambassador Sonia Johnny, Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia and Chair of the Council. 


After hearing opening remarks by Secretary General José Miguel Insulza, the Council listened to the following presentations:

1. Dr. Violet Eudine Barriteau, Head of the Gender and Development Unit, University of the West Indies:  “Gender Analysis and the Management of Natural Disasters in the Commonwealth Caribbean”;

2. Ms. Carmen Lomellin, Executive Secretary, Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM):  “Gender and HIV/AIDS:  Where Do Women Stand in the Anglophone Caribbean”;
3. Ms. Elena Crespo, Director of Gender, Office of the Vice Minister of Gender, Government of Bolivia:  “Gender and Development:  The Indigenous Perspective”; and

4. Dr. Linden F. Lewis, Associate Professor of Sociology, Bucknell University:  “Men, Masculinity, and the Process of Development.”


The Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, made closing remarks.
OEA/Ser.G

CP/SA.1539/06

29 March 2006

Original: English

Record of the special meeting held on March 29, 2006

CP/ACTA 1539/06

The Permanent Council convened a special meeting to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) [CP/OD-1539/06 rev. 1].


The meeting began with the remarks of Ambassador Sonia M. Johnny, Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia and Chair of the Permanent Council.  On behalf of the Permanent Council, she welcomed the Chair, Vice Chair, and other members of the CJI and congratulated the Committee on its work and on achieving this milestone in its history.


The remarks by the Secretary General José Miguel Insulza; Ambassador Francisco Villagrán De León, Permanent Representative of Guatemala and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP); Dr. Mauricio Herdocia, Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee; Dr. Antônio Cachapuz de Medeiros, Legal Advisor in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, and Mr. Joel Hernández García, Legal Advisor of the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of Mexico can be found in the minutes of the meeting [CP/ACTA 1539/06].

OEA/Ser.G

CP/SA.1536/06

23 March 2006

Original: English

Record of the special meeting held on March 15, 2006

CP/ACTA 1536/06
/

The Permanent Council held a special meeting on March 15, 2006, to receive His Excellency Carlos Morales Troncoso, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic.


Minister Morales Troncoso presented the draft “Declaration of La Romana: Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-based Society” [CP/doc.4093/06].


The Council decided:

· To take note of the remarks made by Minister Morales Troncoso and of the statements made by the delegations;

· To install a working group, to be coordinated by Ambassador Roberto Álvarez of the Dominican Republic, to consider the draft “Declaration of La Romana:  Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-based Society”; and

· To forward the draft declaration to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly for inclusion in the draft agenda of the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly.

APPENDIX D
NUMBER OF MEETINGS HELD BY THE COMMITTEES, SPECIAL COMMITTEES, SUBCOMMITTEES, AND WORKING GROUPS OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
(As of May 17, 2006)
	
	Meetings

	Permanent Council 
	62

	Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas
	18

	Working Group to Negotiate the Declaration of Santo Domingo
	5

	Working Group on Procedures and Priorities
	3

	General Committee
	5

	Working Group to Prepare for the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons
	13

	Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs 
	17

	Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
	9

	Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance 
	8

	Working Group on the Draft Declaration on the Decade of the Americas for Persons with Disabilities (2006-20016) and Its Program of Action
	0

	Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs 
	19

	Working Group to Consider Subprogram 21E (ex-10W) of the 2006 Program-Budget
	5

	Working Group to Study a Scale of Quota Assessments
	3

	Working Group to Review the Report on Quota Payments
	3

	Working Group to Consider the Paragraphs of the Draft 2007 Program-Budget Resolution
	6

	Working Group to Consider the 2007 Program-Budget
	13

	Committee on Hemispheric Security 
	11

	Joint Consultative Organ of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management
	5

	Working Group to Formulate Recommendations for the Creation of a Single Permanent Inter-American Committee to Address Natural and Other Disasters 
	1

	Working Group to Conclude the Analysis of the Juridical and Institutional Link between the OAS and the Inter-American Defense Board
	11

	Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities 
	8

	[image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL

Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime
	17

	Preparatory Committee
	7

	Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure
	2

	Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters
	18






































































































































































































































� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP16460E06�








� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








�.	Charter of the Organization of American States, Chapter XII, Article 80.


�.	Idem, Article 81, and Statutes of the Permanent Council, Article 6.


�.	Idem, Article 82.


�.	Idem, Article 83.


�.	Idem, Article 84.


�.	Idem, Article 91.


�.	Article 115, OAS Charter; and Article 8, Statutes of the Permanent Council.


�.	Article 12 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. 


�.	Article 18 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council. 


�.	The officers of the Working Group shall comprise a chair and four vice chairs elected on the basis of equitable geographical distribution by subregion; the Chair’s mandate shall last one term of six months, which may not be extended; the chairmanship shall rotate at the end of each six-month term; the previous chair may not be re-elected and will become one of the vice chairs; the order of succession of subsequent chairs shall be determined by the Working Group. (CP/SA 1489/05).


�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1501/05.


�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1492/05.


�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1493/05.


�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1494/05.


�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1497/05.


�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1503/05.


�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1511/05.


�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1512/05.


�.	Statements and comments by the delegations may be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1516/05.


�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1514/05.


�.	Statements and comments by the delegations may be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1517/05.


�.	Statements and comments by the delegations can be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1518/05.


�.	Statements and comments by the delegations may be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1524/05.


�.	Statements and comments by the delegations may be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1526/06.


�.	Statements and comments by the delegations may be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1528/06.


�.	Statements and comments by the delegations may be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1527/06.


�.	Statements and comments by the delegations may be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1532/06.


�.	Statements and comments by the delegations may be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1537/06.


�.	Statements and comments by the delegations may be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1541/06.


�.	Statements and comments by the delegations may be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1535/06.


�.	Statements and comments made by the delegations may be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1545/06.


�.	Statements and comments made by the delegations may be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1547/06.


�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1502/05.


�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1495/05.


�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1499/05.


�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1505/05.


�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1507/05.


�.	Statements and comments by the delegations may be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1523/05.








�.	Statements and comments by the delegations may be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1533/06.








�.	Statements and comments by the delegations may be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1536/07.
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