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Draft resolution

STRENGTHENING AND IMPROVING THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM FOR THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

(Amendments proposed by the Permanent Mission of Chile)

PERMANENT  MISSION OF CHILE
TO THE
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
Note No. 183


The Permanent Mission of Chile to the Organization of Amereican States presents its compliments to the Permanent Council – Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and, with reference to the draft resolution “Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas,” presented by the Chair of that Committee, wishes to submit proposed amendments to that draft.

The amendments proposed do not alter the overall structure of the draft and are designed to complement and strengthen the language it uses.


The Permanent Mission of Chile to the Organization of Amereican States avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Permanent Council – Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs – the assurances of its highest consideration.
[Stamp of the Permanent Mission of Chile]

Washington, D.C., May 19, 2006

DRAFT RESOLUTION
AG/RES.       (XXXVI-O/06)
STRENGTHENING AND IMPROVING THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM FOR THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

(Amendments proposed by the Permanent Mission of Chile)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly as it pertains to this topic (AG/doc.    /06 add. 3), as well as resolutions AG/RES. 1828 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1890 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1925 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 2030 (XXXIV-O/04), and AG/RES. 2075 (XXXV-O/05);
REAFFIRMING that the promotion and universal protection of human rights, and respect for the rules and principles of international humanitarian law and international refugee law, based on the principles of universality, indivisibility, and interdependence, are quintessential to the functioning of democratic societies; for strengthening democratic governance; for the full exercise of the rule of law; and for facilitating both equitable, inclusive, and effective access to justice and full participation by all elements of society in public decision-making processes;
EXPRESSING that greater autonomy for the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), in the context of the Charter of the Organization of American States, the American Convention on Human Rights, and the Statute and the Rules of Procedure of said Commission, will lead to improvements in the inter-American human rights system;
CONSIDERING that the Organization can serve as a forum for contributing to the efforts of member states to develop and strengthen national systems for the promotion and protection of human rights;
BEARING IN MIND the Declarations and Plans of Action adopted by the Heads of State and Government in the Summits of the Americas process,
RESOLVES:
1. To reaffirm the commitment of member states to continue strengthening and improving the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights and, in that connection, to continue to take the following concrete measures aimed at:
a. Universalization of the inter-American human rights system by considering the signature and ratification or ratification of, or accession to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, all universal and inter-American human rights instruments;
b. Compliance with the judgments of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and implementation of the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights;
c. Facilitation of access by individuals to the inter-American human rights system;
d. A substantial increase in the budgets of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and that of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights so that, within a reasonable time, they may address their growing activities and responsibilities; and
2. To instruct the Permanent Council to:
a. Take part in the broad process of reflection on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights, initiated within the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, in consultation with the member states, specialized organs of the inter-American human rights system, nongovernmental organizations, national human rights organizations, academic institutions, and experts in this field; 

b. Analyze, through the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs of the Permanent Council (CAAP) ways to bring about an effective and adequate increase of the financial resources allocated to the organs of the inter-American human rights system in the program-budget of the Organization;
c. Support any initiatives taken by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to request funding from international and regional agencies to further the activities of the organs of the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights;
d. Urge member states to contribute to the Specific Fund for Strengthening the Inter-American System for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights;
e. Continue to consider ways to promote compliance with the judgments of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and implementation of the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights by member states;
f. Continue to analyze ways to improve the inter-American human rights system, including the possibility that the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights may come to operate on a permanent basis; 
g. Continue conducting each year, within the CAJP, the dialogue between the member states and the members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights on the way the inter-American human rights system operates.  The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs will establish the agenda for said meeting at least two months in advance;
h. Request the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to:
i. Continue to report on the correlation between, on the one hand, their respective Rules of Procedure and the amendments thereto that they adopt, and, on the other, the provisions of their respective Statutes and of the American Convention on Human Rights; and
ii. Continue to report on the impact and the meaning in practice of these regulatory reforms for the work of both organs and for the strengthening of the system.
iii. Examine the possibility of convening an Inter-American Human Rights Conference that, in addition to concluding the process of reflection undertaken in order to strengthen the inter-American human rights system, will serve to systematize and consolidate all the contributions, initiatives, and proposals aimed at improving the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights.
3.
To appreciate the implementation of the new Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, which has led, among other things, to greater participation by alleged victims in proceedings before the Court and to an increase in the use of friendly settlement procedures in the cases reveiwed by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, as well to follow-up by the Commission itself on implementation of the recommendations it makes.
4.
To reaffirm its appreciation of the voluntary contributions made by several OAS member states, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), permanent observers of the Organization, and other entities or agencies in order to facilitate the work of the organs of the inter-American human rights system. 
5.
To continue to promote the strengthening of national systems for the promotion and protection of human rights in member states and, to that end, to urge the pertinent organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to provide, in accordance with their capabilities and resources, cooperation and technical support to the member states that so request.
6. To request the Permanent Council to follow up on this resolution, which will be implemented in accordance with the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources, and to present a report on its implementation to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session.
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