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COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY AND
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and assistance in natural and other disaster situations

(Presented by Ambassador Gordon V. Shirley and Ambassador Esteban Tomic Errázuriz, 

Chair of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development and Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security)
JOINT REPORT ON NATURAL DISASTER REDUCTION, RISK MANAGEMENT, 

and assistance in natural and other disaster situations

(Presented by Ambassador Gordon V. Shirley and Ambassador Esteban Tomic Errázuriz, 
Chair of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development and Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security)
I.
Mandates


At its Thirty-Fifth Regular Session, the General Assembly adopted the resolution "Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management", AG/RES. 2114 (XXXV-O/05), in which, inter alia, it endorsed the "Recommendations of the Committee on Hemispheric Security on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management" (set out in document CP/CSH-718/05).  
In furtherance of these recommendations, the General Assembly decided "to harmonize the relationship among the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR), the Inter-American Committee for Emergency Situations (IACSE) of the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (FONDEM), the Inter-American Emergency Aid Committee (IAEAC) 
/ and the other organs, agencies and entities of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the inter-American system in addressing matters relating to natural disasters and in particular mitigation through vulnerability reduction and risk management, monitoring and alert, emergency preparedness and response, and disaster recovery and reconstruction efforts" [AG/RES. 2114 (XXXV-O/05), operative paragraph 3]. 
Additionally, the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to set up a joint consultative body of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) and the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI) to, inter alia, work on the implementation of the previously mentioned recommendations, and propose amendments to the FONDEM and IACNDR Statutes for the creation of a single permanent inter-American committee to address natural and other disasters and carry out the functions of the IACNDR, IACSE and IAEAC [AG/RES. 2114 (XXXV-O/05), operative paragraph 4].
II.
Joint Consultative Organ on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management

Installation and officers


On August 25, 2005, the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development held a joint meeting in follow-up to the General Assembly mandate set out in operative paragraph 4 of AG/RES. 2114, abovementioned, and established the Joint Consultative Organ on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management, of the CSH and CEPCIDI.

The Chairs of the CSH and CEPCIDI co-chaired the Joint Consultative Organ (JCO).

Meetings

The JCO held 5 meetings between September 12, 2005 and May 16, 2006 to consider the mandates entrusted to it. 
The first JCO meeting was informational in nature, aimed at sharing experiences and perspectives of the governments and various bodies throughout the Americas that are involved in this area.  Presentations were made as follows: 
/
i. Remarks by the Secretary General of the Organization of American States, Dr. José Miguel Insulza

ii. "Vulnerability Reduction" (Presentation by the Office for Sustainable Development and Environment (OSDE) of the General Secretariat
iii. "Disaster Preparedness Response" (Presentation by Dr. Ciro Ugarte, Program on Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Relief of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)
iv. "Risk Management" (Presentation by  Ms Marlene Attz, Sustainable Development Department of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)
v. "Vulnerability Reduction-Disaster Management” (Presentation by Ms Christine Herridge/Ms Amy Coughenour of the Pan-American Development Foundation  (PADF)
vi. "Disaster Response-Risk Management" (Presentation by Mr. Errol Berkley of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)
vii. Presentation by Mr. Robert Thayer of the United States International Development Agency (USAID) 

viii. Presentation by Major General Keith M. Huber, President of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) 

ix. "Chile’s Experience over the Past Eleven Years. From Yokohama to Kobe" (Presentation by Dr. Alberto Maturana, National Director of the National Emergency Office of Chile (ONEMI)
x. "Grenada’s Experience" (Presentation by Ambassador Denis Antoine, Permanent Representative of Grenada to the OAS
During its deliberations in March, April and May 2006, the JCO heard from experts on several aspects of the topic, as follows:
/
i. "White Helmets Initiative" (Presentation by Minister Carlos Villalba of Argentina, a member of the White Helmets Committee of Argentina.
ii. "Recommendations on systematic risk management, including risk identification, risk reduction, and risk transfer" (Presentation by Mr. Pedro Bastidas, Specialist the Department for Sustainable Development of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States.
iii. "Ideas to develop a methodology for funding specially geared towards prevention, reconstruction, and recovery in the event of natural disasters" (Presentation by Mr. Kari Keipi Juhani, Senior Natural Resources Specialist of the Sustainable Development Department of the Inter-American Development Bank.
iv. "The Effectiveness of the World Bank Assistance for Natural Disasters (with a special focus on Latin America and the Caribbean)" (Presentation by Mr. Ronald Parker, Lead Evaluation Officer, Sector and Thematic Evaluation Group, Operations Evaluation Department of the World Bank

v. "The Role of Risk Reduction through Building Codes: Principles and Cost-Benefits of Implementing Them" (Presentation by Ms. Sylvana Ricciarini, International Liaison Director of International Operations, International Code Council 

vi. "The Pan American Development Foundation's (PADF) work in the area of Disaster Preparedness, Management and Mitigation" (Presentation by Ms. Christine M. Herridge, Director, Disaster Management, PADF.
vii. "The role of the Inter-American Defense Board in response to natural disaster  situations" (Presentation by Brigadier General Tomás Peña y Lillo, Vice-Chairman of the Inter-American Defense Board 

The Assistant Secretary General of the Organization, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, also addressed the JCO at its final meeting on May 16th.

Creation of a new Permanent Inter-American Committee on Natural and Other Disasters


At its second meeting held on March 13, 2006, the JCO established the "Working Group to Formulate Recommendations on the Creation of a new Permanent Inter-American Committee on Natural and Other Disasters", and elected Ambassador Shirley as its Chair.

At its first meeting on April 7th, 2006, the Working Group accepted the General Secretariat's advice to make the existing IACNDR the new permanent inter-American committee by extending its scope of function to incorporate those of the IACSE mentioned in the FONDEM and the IAEAC mentioned in the Inter-American Convention to Facilitate Disaster Assistance.  To this end, it was agreed to amend the IACNDR Statutes as well as those of the FONDEM.  In essence, the amendments to the IACNDR Statutes allow:

· for the IACNDR to assume the functions of the Committees referred to in the FONDEM Statutes and in the Inter-American Convention;

· the IACNDR to address not only natural but also other kinds of disasters; 

· to have a broader membership that includes all the OAS and inter-American system bodies that work in natural disasters; and

· for representation in the IACNDR by designees of the named members to facilitate meetings of the IACNDR.

Complementary amendments were made to the FONDEM Statute which essentially recognize the IACNDR as the committee which will carry out the duties specified in the FONDEM Statutes.

At the same time, it was recognized that while the General Assembly could mandate the IACNDR in its new capacity to carry out the functions of the IAEAC, the Convention itself could not be amended except by the states party to it. It was agreed that the modifications to the IACNDR Statutes would be sufficient to effect this change, until the Convention itself were amended. 


In its consideration of the draft amended IACNDR Statutes and draft amended FONDEM Statutes, prepared by the Department for International Legal Affairs, the Working Group agreed to some modifications put forward by the delegations. The Group also considered two draft resolutions through which the General Assembly could adopt those amended Statutes. The texts approved by consensus are set out in documents OCC/DN/doc.4/06rev. 1 and OCC/DN/doc.5/06 rev. 1.  

While the Working Group adhered strictly to the mandate to create the new committee and was guided by the General Assembly's intent to harmonize the work of the various bodies, it was also mindful of the need to achieve maximum efficiency.  It therefore also agreed to recommend that a more in-depth analysis of the new IACNDR and a fuller review of its Statutes be undertaken after June 2006. The Working Group also recommends that the name of the new committee be revised to reflect its expanded mandate to deal not only with natural disasters, but also with other kinds of disasters.  


The Chair of the Working Group reported to the Joint Consultative Organ on April 27th, submitting these texts and recommendations. 
The JCO agreed to the Working Group's recommendations on May 16th and approved the draft resolutions and draft amended Statutes by consensus, as set out in documents OCC/DN/doc.4/06rev. 2 and OCC/DN/doc.5/06 rev. 2, and agreed to forward them to the CSH and CEPCIDI for consideration and eventual transmittal to the Permanent Council and General Assembly for adoption.

Draft resolution: Natural disaster reduction, risk management and assistance in natural and other disaster situations


On May 9th, the Co-Chairs of the JCO tabled the draft resolution "Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management" in follow-up to the General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2114 (XXXV-O/05).  In presenting this draft, Ambassador Shirley noted that it included, inter alia, 
· mention of the amended IACNDR Statutes and FONDEM Statutes and the need for further review of the IACNDR Statutes as requested by delegations during the deliberations of the Working Group to Formulate Recommendations on the Creation of a new Permanent Inter-American Committee on Natural and Other Disasters; 
· that it covered the concerns raised on the inclusion of the gender perspective when addressing natural disasters; and 
· that it proposed a clear and practical way forward for the Organization to deal with this broad area.

The text was discussed at the final meeting on May 16th, and amendments by the floor were agreed to. The title was also changed to "Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance in Natural and Other Disaster Situations". The text was approved by consensus, as set out in document OCC/DN/doc.9/06 rev.1. 

The JCO agreed to forward this draft resolution to the CSH and CEPCIDI for consideration with the recommendation that it be submitted to the Permanent Council and CIDI for approval and eventual transmittal to the General Assembly for adoption.

III.
Recommendations 

On May 16th, the CSH and the CEPCIDI held a joint meeting to receive the report of the JCO.  The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Shirley in his capacity as Chair of the CEPCIDI. In the absence of the CSH Chair and Vice-Chairs, Mr. Giovanni Snidle, a former Vice-Chair of the CSH, co-chaired the meeting.

The three draft resolutions submitted were approved without comment and it was agreed to forward them to the Permanent Council and CIDI for approval and transmittal to the General Assembly for adoption.  These documents are appended to this Report as follows: 
i. Adoption of the Amended Statutes of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (Approved by the Joint Consultative Organ at its meeting held on May 9, 2006, and by the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on May 16, 2006) (OCC/DN/doc.5/06 rev. 3) –APPENDIX I.
ii. Adoption of the Amended Statutes of the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (Approved by the Joint Consultative Organ at its meeting held on May 9, 2006, and by the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on May 16, 2006 (OCC/DN/doc.4/06 rev. 3) –APPENDIX II.
iii. Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance in Natural and Other Disaster Situations (OCC/DN/doc.9/06 rev. 2) –APPENDIX III.

We are pleased to report to the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development that the Joint Consultative Organ has successfully concluded its work on the mandates set out in operative paragraph 4. b) and c) of AG/RES. 2114.  With respect to the mandates in operative paragraph 4. a) and d), the JCO began its consideration of the many aspects of these issues, but given their highly technical nature, concluded that they require more attention at that level with greater, direct input from the IACNDR and the Department for Sustainable Development.  
We believe that the JCO has concluded its assignment, but that the natural disaster issue still requires political input from the Member States, and therefore recommend that the Committee on Hemispheric Security be entrusted with this matter, in coordination with CEPCIDI in order to avoid duplication of efforts.
We are pleased to submit this Report and the recommendations and documents included. 
We are honored to have had this opportunity to collaborate in the endeavor to bring about a Smore harmonious institutional approach to dealing with natural disaster issues in particular, and with assistance in other disasters.  We trust that OAS initiatives to prevent disasters, reduce loss from disasters and in response to disasters will thereby be expedited. 
We must acknowledge with appreciation the inputs from all the delegations that participated in this work and contributed to its successful conclusion. 
We also wish to place on record our appreciation to the General Secretariat for their assistance and advice in the course of our deliberations.
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Original: English


JOINT CONSULTATIVE ORGAN


ON NATURAL DISASTER REDUCTION AND RISK MANAGEMENT

DRAFT RESOLUTION

ADOPTION OF THE AMENDED STATUTES OF 

THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON NATURAL DISASTER REDUCTION

(Approved by the Joint Consultative Organ at its meeting held on May 9, 2006, and 

by the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Permanent Executive Committee 

of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on May 16, 2006)

DRAFT RESOLUTION

ADOPTION OF THE AMENDED STATUTES OF 

THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON NATURAL DISASTER REDUCTION

(Approved by the Joint Consultative Organ at its meeting held on May 9, 2006, and 

by the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Permanent Executive Committee 

of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on May 16, 2006)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Permanent Council Report on the creation of a single permanent Inter-American Committee on Natural and Other Disasters and the related recommendations contained in that Report (AG/doc…../06);

RECALLING its resolution AG/RES. 2114 (XXXV-O/05), "Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management", which calls for a review of the Statutes of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) and the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (FONDEM) to propose amendments necessary to create a single permanent Inter-American committee to address natural and other disasters;

AWARE OF the duplications in the composition and function of the Inter-American Committee for Emergency Situation under the FONDEM, the IACNDR, and the Inter-American Emergency Aid Committee under the Inter-American Convention to Facilitate Disaster Assistance;

REITERATING:

The importance of reducing Member States' vulnerability to disasters by the appropriate use of sustainable development practices as an element of sustained economic and social development; and

The need to strengthen the planning and disaster management activities of the Organization of American States so as to respond more effectively to the increasingly frequent natural disasters in the Hemisphere;

RECOGNIZING the importance of the IACNDR as one of the principal regional instruments to assist member states in preparing, responding and reducing vulnerability to natural and other disasters; and

PURSUANT TO Article 15 of the IACNDR Statutes currently in force which establishes that proposed amendments to the current Statutes may be modified by the General Assembly at its own initiative,

RESOLVES:

1. To adopt the amended Statutes of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) attached hereto.

2. To declare that the IACNDR will fulfill the duties and functions of the Inter-American Emergency Aid Committee under the Inter-American Convention to Facilitate Disaster Assistance.

3. To declare that the IACNDR will also fulfill the duties and functions of the Inter-American Committee for Emergency Situations under the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (FONDEM).

4. To declare the entry into force of the revised IACNDR Statutes as of the date of the adoption of this resolution.

APPENDIX

DRAFT AMENDED STATUTES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE 

ON NATURAL DISASTER REDUCTION (IACNDR)

CHAPTER I

NATURE AND PURPOSE

Article 1

The Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (hereinafter “the IACNDR”) is an entity of the Organization of American States (hereinafter “the OAS” or “the Organization”), established by the General Assembly through resolution AG/RES. 1682 (XXIX-O/99).

Article 2

The purpose of the IACNDR is to act as the principal forum of the Inter-American system for analyzing issues related to natural and other disasters, including the prevention and mitigation of their effects, in coordination with the governments of member states; competent national, regional, and international organizations; and nongovernmental organizations.

The IACNDR seeks to strengthen hemispheric actions to achieve maximum international cooperation in support of national and/or regional efforts for timely prevention, preparedness, early warning, response, vulnerability reduction, emergency care, mitigation, rehabilitation, and reconstruction.

The IACNDR will provide advisory services to the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (FONDEM) in all matters pertaining to emergency aid, including social, humanitarian, material, technical and financial assistance to member states pursuant to the Statutes of that Fund.

The IACNDR will provide advisory and coordination services under the Inter-American Convention to Facilitate Disaster Assistance.
Article 3

The IACNDR is governed by these Statutes.  Its activities shall be carried out in accordance with the OAS Charter and the mandates handed down by the OAS General Assembly and Permanent Council.

CHAPTER II

FUNCTIONS

Article 4

The IACNDR shall submit to the Permanent Council:

Annual progress reports on the implementation and updating of the Inter-American Strategic Plan for Policy on Vulnerability Reduction, Risk Management and Disaster Response (IASP) which contains recommendations on initiatives related to natural disasters and methods of financing, placing particular emphasis on policies, programs, and international cooperation intended to reduce the vulnerability of member states to natural disasters.

CHAPTER III

STRUCTURE

Article 5:
Composition

The IACNDR shall comprise the Chair of the OAS Permanent Council, the Secretary General of the OAS, the Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, the President of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Director General of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Secretary General of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH), the President of the Pan American Development Foundation (PADF), the Director General of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the Director General of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), the Chairman of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB), and the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM).

Article 6:
The Chair and its functions
The Secretary General of the OAS, or, in his absence, his respective representative, is Chair of the IACNDR and, in that capacity, performs the following functions:

a. Convenes the IACNDR;

b. Represents the IACNDR before the other organs and agencies of the OAS;

c. Directs and coordinates the meetings organized by the IACNDR with other agencies responsible for or associated with matters related to the prevention and mitigation of the effects of natural disasters;

d. Coordinates performance of the IACNDR’s functions;

e. When necessary, invites the member states, permanent observers, and representatives of national, sub-regional, regional, and international organizations and mechanisms to participate in IACNDR meetings with voice but without vote; said organizations could include the United Nations, the World Bank, the International Committee of the Red Cross, the White Helmets Initiative, the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency (CDERA), and the Coordination Center for the Prevention of Natural Disasters in Central America (CEPREDENAC);

f. Coordinates the preparation of the reports that the IACNDR will submit to the Permanent Council;

g. Coordinates cooperation between National Coordination Authorities of the states parties to the Inter-American Convention to Facilitate Disaster Assistance and offers states affected by a natural disaster to notify the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA); and

h. Perform such duties as required under Article VII of the Statutes of the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (FONDEM).

CHAPTER IV

MEETINGS

Article 7

The IACNDR shall meet at least twice a year.  At the discretion of the Chair, more frequent meetings may be called.

Article 8

The necessary quorum for a meeting of the IACNDR shall be more than half its members.

Article 9

Should the Secretary General of the OAS be absent from all or part of a meeting of the IACNDR, the other members present shall decide by a majority of votes on a replacement to direct its discussions during his or her absence.

Article 10

A member of the IACNDR may, under special circumstances, appoint another high-level officer of the agency to which he or she belongs to represent it at those meetings that the member cannot attend.

Article 11

Each member of the IACNDR shall have the right to one vote.  The Committee shall do everything possible to adopt decisions and recommendations by consensus.  Should it not be possible to adopt decisions and recommendations by consensus, the Committee will adopt them by the majority vote of the members.

Article 12
The IACNDR shall meet at the OAS headquarters, except when it decides on an alternative venue for any of its meetings.

CHAPTER V

SECRETARIAT SERVICES

Article 13

The General Secretariat of the OAS shall provide secretariat services to the IACNDR, in accordance with the resources allocated in the Regular Fund program-budget of the Organization and other resources.


CHAPTER VI

FINANCIAL SUPPORT

Article 14

The IACNDR shall fund those activities that pertain to Article 4 of these Statutes by soliciting specific contributions from the member states of the OAS and from other states and international intergovernmental organizations, or by seeking to establish the necessary specific and trust funds, pursuant to Articles 69 and 70 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization.

In addition to financial contributions obtained pursuant to the foregoing paragraph, for purposes of emergency aid under Article V of the FONDEM Statutes, financial resources shall be made available pursuant to Article IV (b) of the FONDEM Statutes for such purposes.

CHAPTER VII

AMENDMENTS AND ENTRY INTO FORCE

Article 15

This Statute may be modified by the General Assembly either at its own initiative or at the request of the IACNDR.

Article 16

This Statute shall enter into force on the date of its adoption by the OAS General Assembly.
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JOINT CONSULTATIVE ORGAN

ON NATURAL DISASTER REDUCTION AND RISK MANAGEMENT
DRAFT RESOLUTION

ADOPTION OF THE AMENDED STATUTES OF 
THE INTER-AMERICAN EMERGENCY AID FUND

(Approved by the Joint Consultative Organ at its meeting held on May 9, 2006, and 

by the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Permanent Executive Committee 

of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on May 16, 2006)

DRAFT RESOLUTION

ADOPTION OF THE AMENDED STATUTES OF 
THE INTER-AMERICAN EMERGENCY AID FUND

(Approved by the Joint Consultative Organ at its meeting held on May 9, 2006, and 

by the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Permanent Executive Committee 

of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on May 16, 2006)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY:


HAVING SEEN the Permanent Council Report on the creation of a single permanent Committee on Natural and Other Disasters and Risk Management and the related recommendations contained in that Report (AG/doc…../06);

RECALLING its resolution AG/RES. 2114 (XXXV-O/05), "Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management", which calls for a review of the Statutes of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) and the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (FONDEM) to propose amendments necessary to create a single permanent Inter-American committee to address natural and other disasters;

AWARE OF the duplications in the composition and function of the Inter-American Committee for Emergency Situations under the FONDEM, the IACNDR, and the Inter-American Emergency Aid Committee under the Inter-American Convention to Facilitate Disaster Assistance;

REITERATING:

The importance of reducing member states' vulnerability to disasters by the appropriate use of sustainable development practices as an element of sustained economic and social development; and

The need to strengthen the planning and disaster management activities of the Organization of American States so as to respond more effectively to the increasingly frequent natural disasters in the Hemisphere;

RECOGNIZING the importance of the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund as one of the principal regional instruments to assist member states in responding to natural disasters; and
PURSUANT TO Article XI of the FONDEM Statutes currently in force which establishes that proposed amendments to the current statutes may be put forward by the Permanent Council for approval by the General Assembly,

RESOLVES:

1. To adopt the amended Statutes of the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (FONDEM) attached hereto.

2. To declare the entry into force of the revised FONDEM Statutes as of the date of the adoption of this Resolution.

APPENDIX

DRAFT AMENDED STATUTES OF

THE INTER-AMERICAN EMERGENCY AID FUND (FONDEM)

Article I

 In accordance with resolution VIII of the Second Special Inter-American Conference, an Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund is created, hereinafter to be called the Fund.

Article II

The primary objective of FONDEM is to support the political role of the OAS in matters pertaining to emergency aid, and to demonstrate the solidarity of the member states of the Organization by participating in the coordination of aid in the face of natural disasters in the Hemisphere.

Article III

The Fund shall provide available social, humanitarian, material, technical, and financial aid, both in kind and in services, to any member state of the Organization that is threatened by, has suffered from, or is in an emergency situation caused by natural disasters.

Article IV

The Fund shall be made up of:

a. Voluntary contributions from the governments of the member states, permanent observer states, or other states, international organizations, foundations, nongovernmental entities, public or private enterprises, or individuals; and

b. Financial resources approved by the General Assembly of the Organization charged against unused appropriations from previous biennia.

Article V

The Secretary General is authorized to grant emergency aid of up to US$25,000 per case from unused appropriations from previous biennia and shall immediately notify the Permanent Council thereof. 
Article VI

The Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction, as created by General Assembly resolution AG/RES. …. (XXXVI-O/06) will provide all advisory services to the Fund on all matters pertaining to emergency aid, and social, humanitarian, material, technical and financial assistance to member states pursuant to Article III of this statute.

Article VII
The Fund shall operate under the authority of the Permanent Council which shall set its general policy. The Secretary General shall be responsible for its management and shall report annually to the Permanent Council on the Fund's operations.

Article VIII

The Secretary General of the Organization of American States shall be responsible for carrying out the decisions of the Permanent Council with respect to the Fund and shall report to the Council on implementation of each decision. The Secretary shall also perform the following functions:

a. 
Receive donors' contributions and establish in the General Secretariat, in coordination with the Permanent Council, the machinery and procedures required for the operation of the Fund;

b. 
Receive requests for assistance submitted by affected member states, establish the admissibility of those requests, and present them to the Permanent Council for approval;

c. 
Ask the member states and other entities mentioned in Article IV.a for the contributions required by the Fund;

d. 
Establish cooperative relations and coordinate resources and emergency plans with the United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund, the World Food Programme of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the Pan American Health Organization, the League of Red Cross Societies, and other international and national institutions whose activities and experiences may further the best possible achievement of the Fund's objectives, and report to the Permanent Council thereon;

e.
Determine in each case the specific mechanisms for granting aid, with the urgency that the situation demands; and

f. 
Keep separate books for the accounts of the Fund. 

Article IX

The Secretary General shall request each member state to designate an official or agency to coordinate that country's participation in the Fund. Wherever possible, this official or agency shall be the same one entrusted with responsibility for plans to remedy national emergencies and for receiving external aid in these cases.

Article X

Administrative expenses and operational costs of emergency missions incurred by the General Secretariat in connection with the operation of the Fund shall be covered by the Fund's existing resources. The Secretary General is empowered to analyze the financial aspects of the Fund's operation and to submit any recommendations he may deem appropriate to the Permanent Council of the Organization.

Article XI

Amendments to these Statutes may be proposed by the Permanent Council to the General Assembly for approval.
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Original: Spanish/English

JOINT CONSULTATIVE ORGAN

ON NATURAL DISASTER REDUCTION AND RISK MANAGEMENT

DRAFT RESOLUTION

NATURAL DISASTER REDUCTION, RISK MANAGEMENT,

and assistance in natural and other disaster situations
(Approved by the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Permanent Executive Committee 

of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on May 16, 2006)
DRAFT RESOLUTION

NATURAL DISASTER REDUCTION, RISK MANAGEMENT, 

and assistance in natural and other disaster situations
(Approved by the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Permanent Executive Committee 

of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on May 16, 2006)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly, in particular the section on the work of the Joint Consultative Body on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management (AG/doc…/06);

DEEPLY CONCERNED by the devastation in several member states caused by diverse natural disasters, including phenomena such as the severe 2004 and 2005 hurricane seasons, cyclical problems associated with the “El Niño” warm water currents in the Pacific Ocean, floods, landslides, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and tsunamis, which have resulted in losses suffered by their populations including the tragic loss of life, the substantial damage to their economic and social infrastructure, and the resulting negative impact on their development objectives and on their poverty eradication efforts, exacerbated by the diversion of financial resources to disaster response and away from sustainable development;

REAFFIRMING the importance of urgently reducing the vulnerability of member states to natural disasters through the development of domestic natural disaster reduction strategies, mutual assistance, technical cooperation, land-use planning, and improvement of building-codes; 

RECOGNIZING the need to include a gender perspective in the Organization's activities related to natural disaster reduction and risk management;
CONSIDERING that effective natural disaster reduction and mitigation is dependent on a high degree of preparedness, effective mobilization and coordination by government at all levels, as well as by the private sector, and non-governmental, community and civil society organizations;

RECOGNIZING:

The important role of the Committee on Hemispheric Security in coordinating cooperation among the organs and mechanisms of the Organization related to the various aspects of security and defense in the Hemisphere, including natural and man-made disasters, in the framework of the Declaration on Security in the Americas;

The work of the Joint Consultative Organ on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management established in the framework of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) in its efforts to proceed with and further their consideration of natural disaster reduction and risk management, in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 2114 (XXXV-O/05);

That the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR), in accordance with the amendments to its Statute and to the Statute of Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (FONDEM) adopted at this regular session of the General Assembly, is a principal regional instrument for assisting member states in preparing for and responding and reducing vulnerability to natural and other disasters, as well as the advisory body to FONDEM and to the States Party to the Inter-American Convention to Facilitate Disaster Assistance; 

The commitments made by member states to meet the natural disaster risk reduction goals of the Hyogo Framework for Action, adopted at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction (Kobe, Japan, January 18-22, 2005), including the important role of regional organizations in helping to achieve those goals; and

The need to continue strengthening the Organization's planning and management activities so as to respond more effectively to the frequent natural disasters in the Hemisphere;

RECALLING:


Its prior resolutions on natural disaster reduction and risk management AG/RES. 2114 (XXXV-O/05), on natural disaster reduction AG/RES. 2024 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 1955 (XXXIII-O/03), and AG/RES. 1885 (XXXII-O/02), and on OAS natural disaster reduction mechanisms AG/RES. 1803 (XXXI-O/01) and AG/RES. 1755 (XXX-O/00); and
That, through the Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata in November 2005, the member states pledged to substantially improve the capacity at the national, regional, and hemispheric levels for risk mitigation; to implement cost-effective and robust early warning systems; to enhance disaster recovery and reconstruction capabilities in collaboration with relevant international and regional institutions; and to explore with relevant international and regional institutions the coordinated development of effective public-private catastrophic risk insurance systems; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government and Citizen Participation at the Municipal Level held in Recife, Brazil in October 2005, expressed in the Declaration of Recife their concern at the impact of natural disasters on issues related to democratic governance, such as efforts at poverty reduction and achieving more inclusive development to reduce social and regional inequality; and

NOTING:

The ongoing coordination initiatives of the General Secretariat, through the Office of the Assistant Secretary General and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development and its Department of Sustainable Development with international finance agencies, and the important work of the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system in matters related to natural disasters in their areas of competence; and

The effort by the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) to provide technical, advisory and educational services on the prevention and mitigation of natural disasters, which has contributed in assisting populations affected by such disasters,
RESOLVES:
1. To continue to accord high priority to the topic of natural disaster reduction, risk management, and assistance in natural and other disaster situations.

2. To instruct the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) to:
a. To deal with matters related to natural disasters, especially their mitigation through reduction of vulnerability and risk management, monitoring and warning, preparation and response to emergencies, and disaster recovery and reconstruction; and

b. To work on the immediate implementation of the Permanent Council's recommendations on systematic risk management, including risk identification, risk reduction, and risk transfer, directed to the OAS and its subsidiary bodies.
3. To request that the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development and its Department of Sustainable Development, in coordination with the IACNDR and with the support of its members:
a. Improve the economic cost-benefit analysis of natural disaster risk reduction and prevention, in consultation with the World Bank and sub-regional development banks; 

b. Identify funding geared specifically toward natural disaster prevention and disaster recovery and reconstruction, and to inform the IACNDR accordingly; and 

c. Carry out its work bearing in mind the gender perspective.

4. To request that the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development and its Department of Sustainable Development, also collaborate, as necessary, with the Department for the Promotion of Governance of the Secretariat for Political Affairs in providing technical support to the ministerial meeting on decentralization and its Network RIAD for the analysis and promotion of information and exchanges on aspects of natural disaster reduction and risk management which impact the efforts of the member states to strengthen democratic governance.   

5. To request that the Permanent Council prepare recommendations for the consideration of the next regular session of the General Assembly on the amendment of the IACNDR Statutes in order to bring its objectives, functions, structure and capacity to obtain resources into line with its new mandates. 

6. To request also that the Permanent Council consider the possibility of convening, at an appropriate time, a meeting of high-level national authorities on natural disaster reduction and risk management, with the participation of the private sector, sub-regional, national and international bodies and agencies, and non-governmental, community and civil society organizations.

7. To request that the Permanent Council also consider, with the assistance of the General Secretariat and in consultation with the IACNDR, the advisability and feasibility of using a technical team belonging to the Regional Humanitarian Volunteer Corps Network as a rapid response mechanism allowing the Organization to go to the scene of a disaster, at the request of the affected state, to contribute to the coordination of aid and interact with the United Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, as appropriate, as well as with specialized and local teams.

8. To request that the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development and its Department of Sustainable Development:
a. Provide advisory services on natural disaster reduction and risk management to the Permanent Council; 

b. Provide technical and advisory services on natural disaster reduction and risk management to the IACNDR; and
c. Work in close collaboration with the private sector, international, regional, subregional, and national disaster preparedness response organizations, and non-governmental, community and civil society organizations.

9. To urge member states to establish short time frames for the implementation of the recommendations set out in the Inter-American Strategic Plan for Policy on Vulnerability Reduction, Risk Management and Disaster Response (IASP), developed by the IACNDR, aimed at reducing the cost of the impact of natural hazard events that lead to a disaster and the number of persons needing attention during a disaster.

10. To urge the international community and international financial institutions to fund multinational programs on risk management focusing on each of its three main areas: identification, reduction, and transfer.

11. To actively encourage the preparation and sharing of individual country disaster preparedness, response, and mitigation plans in order to facilitate more effective support from members of the international community.

12. To urge the states parties to the Inter-American Convention to Facilitate Disaster Assistance to designate a National Coordinating Authority pursuant to the terms of the Convention and to notify the General Secretariat of that designation.

13. To invite those member states that have not already ratified the Inter-American Convention to Facilitate Disaster Assistance to give consideration to signing and/or ratifying the Convention, as the case may be, and to adopt the measures necessary for its effective implementation. 
14. To request the IACNDR and the General Secretariat to submit a joint annual report to the Permanent Council on the fulfillment of the mandates of the General Assembly and the Statutes of the IACNDR.

15. To instruct the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution, in accordance with the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

16. To request the Permanent Council to report on the implementation of this resolution to the OAS General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session.


17. To request the Secretary General to forward a copy of this resolution to the United Nations Secretary-General.
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�.	IAEAC is mentioned in the Inter-American Convention to Facilitate Natural Disaster Assistance. 


�.	Listed in chronological order of presentation. 


�.	Ditto. 





