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DRAFT RESOLUTION

OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DRUG ABUSE CONTROL COMMISSION

(Approved by the General Committee at its meeting of May 22, 2006)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the comments and recommendations of the Permanent Council (AG/doc.xxx/06) on the annual report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) (CP/doc.xxx/06);
CONSCIOUS of the need for continued progress in the fight against the production of illicit crops, drug trafficking and related crimes, such as laundering of assets, illicit arms sales, and the diversion to illicit channels of pharmaceutical products and chemical substances;

AWARE that the drug phenomenon represents a threat to the security of some countries of the region;

DEEPLY CONCERNED over the appearance of armed groups related to drug trafficking in certain countries, giving rise to situations that can destabilize the institutional order and undermine democratic governance;

REAFFIRMING its commitment to the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) as an objective instrument for measuring the progress made by member states in controlling the illicit drug problem and strengthening hemispheric solidarity and cooperation, as also set forth in the resolution on “the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission AG/RES. Xxx/06”; 

RECOGNIZING that drug use is a public health problem that affects society as a whole,  the member states attach great importance to early prevention of substance use and abuse in the family, school, workplace and community, including programs that strengthen values and life skills in children and youth, and that the treatment and rehabilitation of drug abusers is an essential part of national health care systems, and

NOTING WITH SATISFACTION that CICAD has strengthened its cooperation and exchange of information with all pertinent subregional, inter-American and international bodies,
RESOLVES:

1. To thank the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) for its presentation to the General Assembly of its annual report for 2005 (CP/doc.xxx/06), and to congratulate it on the progress made in all aspects of the control of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances. 

2. To urge member states to:

a. Continue strengthening their national drug control systems, including the National Drug Commissions, national drug control strategies and plans and, as appropriate, decentralize those plans to local and municipal governments, and, in general, their framework of laws and regulations adapted to the current characteristics of the problem in each country;

b. Expand their long-term programs in substance abuse prevention and treatment for different age groups, and take steps to assure adequate resources for such programs;

c. Continue to strengthen their national controls over chemicals that can be used to produce illicit drugs, and in this effort, make full use of the pre-export notification (PEN) mechanism;

d. Promote the development of technologies that can be applied to improving the control of drug trafficking and diversion of chemical precursors, and  strengthen the resources appropriated for the national agencies involved in this work;

e. Establish or strengthen their Financial Intelligence Units to investigate potential money laundering crimes, particularly those related to drug trafficking;  

f. Seek to involve, as appropriate, non-governmental organizations, the private sector, community service organizations, religious institutions and the media in relevant aspects of their national drug programs;

g. Consider the possibility of adopting alternative measures that are geared to drug treatment to replace prison for cases of crimes of possession of drugs for personal use, in accordance with the legislation of each country;

h. Strengthen horizontal cooperation among member states to further the work of CICAD both in demand reduction and in supply reduction;

i. Continue to work actively in the CICAD Expert Groups that address Demand Reduction, Arms Control, Pharmaceuticals, Chemical Substances, Money Laundering, and Maritime Drug Trafficking, in order to facilitate and increase cooperation and coordination, as well as information exchange;

j. Advance the work of the CIFTA-CICAD Expert Group to prepare model legislation on the marking of firearms, and to continue the second phase, which is to draft model legislation to strengthen controls at points of export;

k. Consider the use of specialized investigative techniques such as controlled deliveries and undercover operations as part of their efforts to tackle drug trafficking, arms trafficking and the diversion of chemicals used in the production of illegal drugs;

l. Endeavor to ensure that sustainable social development and alternative development policies and projects support the ongoing economic viability of communities and families in those countries most affected by the production of drugs and the presence of illicit crops, as well as those countries most vulnerable to the appearance of such crops;

m. Provide, maintain or increase, to the extent possible, their financial and in-kind contributions to CICAD so that it can increase its assistance to member states in their national efforts to comply with the MEM recommendations. And at the same time, to thank those Permanent Observers and international financial institutions that have contributed to the work of CICAD, and
n. Increase to the extent possible the resources devoted to all areas of the drug problem, introducing innovative financing initiatives.

3. To acknowledge the progress made by the countries of the hemisphere in combatting the drug problem, urging them to continue their efforts.

4. To urge the Permanent Observer countries and international financial institutions to initiate, maintain or increase their contributions to CICAD activities.

5. To instruct the CICAD Executive Secretariat to:


a. In accordance with the Antidrug Strategy in the Hemisphere of 1996, continue to support the policies and programs corresponding to areas identified by the MEM according to the needs of each country in relation to efforts to control illicit drugs and related crimes;
b. Working through the Inter-American Observatory on Drugs, support member states in their efforts to develop and maintain uniform national data collection systems on the problem of drug use and related crimes at the national level, enabling them to measure the dimensions of the problem and track new trends in substance abuse. Further, to expand to other member states the CICAD Program to Estimate the Social and Economic Cost of Drugs in the Americas, as mandated by the Fourth Summit of the Americas;

c. Continue to support the work of the MEM and the Expert Groups dedicated to progress in the following thematic areas: demand reduction, control of firearms trafficking, pharmaceutical products, chemical precursors, money laundering, and maritime cooperation, which provide the Commission with informed opinion to guide its decisions;

d. Continue to support the creation or strengthening of Financial Intelligence Units in the member states, to enable them to track and investigate possible money laundering crimes, since these are often linked to the proceeds of drug trafficking;

e. Make every effort to diversify sources of contributions to CICAD’s Specific Fund, which finances CICAD activities and programs, and to strive to increase the amount of such contributions in real and nominal terms;

f. Explore new technologies and other measures to reduce costs in carrying out CICAD’s programs, and

g. Strengthen its cooperation and exchange of information with the various subregional, inter-American and international committees and mechanisms that are pertinent to achievement of its mission.
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