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N.V No. OEA-100/06
May 23, 2006
Excellency:
I have the honor to address Your Excellency to forward to you the draft resolution “Modernization and Automation of Electoral Systems and Processes in the Hemisphere,” which the Permanent Mission of El Salvador is submitting to the member states for consideration by the General Assembly.
I would appreciate it if the Chair could arrange to have said draft, the text of which is attached, translated into the official languages of the Organization and forwarded to the General Committee. 

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.


His Excellency
Ellsworth John
Permanent Representative of
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Chair of the Permanent Council
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.
1400 16th Street W Suite 100, Washington, DC., 20036 Tel. (202) 467-0054 Fax (202) 232-4806 moea@irree.gob.sv
MODERNIZATION AND AUTOMATION OF ELECTORAL SYSTEMS AND PROCESSES IN THE HEMISPHERE
(Presented by the Permanent Mission of El Salvador)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
BEARING IN MIND the Charter of the Organization of American States, which establishes in its preamble that representative democracy is an indispensable condition for the stability, peace, and development of the region and that one of the essential purposes of the Organization is to promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect for the principle of nonintervention;

GUIDED by the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which includes, among the essential elements of representative democracy, the holding of periodic, free, and fair elections based on universal suffrage and secret balloting as an expression of the sovereignty of the people;

RECALLING that, at the Third Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government of the democratic countries of the Hemisphere undertook to continue to enhance electoral mechanisms, using information and communications technologies where possible, to effectively guarantee the impartiality, promptness, and independent action of agencies, tribunals, or other bodies responsible for the conduct, supervision, and verification of elections at national and sub-national levels;

NOTING the establishment of the Secretariat for Political Affairs of the OAS General Secretariat and its contribution to the implementation of mandates concerning electoral affairs arising from both the Summits of the Americas and the Organization;

CONSIDERING the reports of the various electoral observation and technical assistance missions, in particular their diverse recommendations on the need to improve electoral systems and processes, which constitutes an important contribution to strengthening democratic institutional systems;
UNDERSCORING the advisability of reinforcing, for these purposes, hemispheric cooperation and the exchange of experiences in the areas of electoral legislation and technology, with support from the Organization of American States; and

HIGHLIGHTING the dialogue of heads of delegation on the topic “Good governance and development in the knowledge-based society,”

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the commitment by member states to the right of their peoples to democracy and, to this end, to seek to improve their electoral processes in terms of their organization, administration, and regulations.
2. To underscore the efforts made by the election officials in the member states to organize and administer elections, for the purpose of increasing the quality and transparency of their electoral processes, including the incorporation of new technologies.

3. To underscore the decisive contribution by the Organization of American States, through electoral observations, advice, and assistance, to the holding of elections and the strengthening and development of electoral institutions and processes in the member states.

4. To urge the General Secretariat to support national electoral bodies by involving them in a hands-on cooperation initiative in the areas of technology, legislation, and training, promoting the creation of a horizontal partnership under the auspices of the OAS.

5. To underscore the importance of the process of Inter-American Electoral Technology Meetings; and to suggest to the General Secretariat that at the next meeting, scheduled for the second half of 2006, it invite high-level officials, so as to encourage an effective exchange of successful practices and technologies in the electoral area.

6. To call upon member states and permanent observers to make voluntary contributions to the activities proposed to implement and follow up on this resolution.

7. To instruct the General Secretariat to include in its activity reports on the promotion of democracy the progress made in carrying out this mandate.
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