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NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF EL SALVADOR
TRANSMITTING THE DRAFT RESOLUTION 
“PROMOTION OF HEMISPHERIC COOPERATION IN DEALING WITH GANGS"

This document is being distributed to the permanent missions and
will be presented to the Permanent Council of the Organization. 


Permanent Mission of El Salvador
to the Organization of American States
N.V No. OEA-101/06
May 23, 2006
Excellency: 


I have the honor to address Your Excellency to transmit the draft resolution “Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Gangs,” which the Permanent Mission of El Salvador places before the member states for consideration by the General Assembly. 


I would most appreciative if you would kindly transmit the draft resolution, which is attached hereto, to the General Committee, with the request that it be translated into each of the official languages of the Organization.

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 


Abigaíl Castro de Pérez

Ambassador

Permanent Representative
His Excellency
Ambassador Ellsworth John
Permanent Representative of
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Chair of the Permanent Council
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.
DRAFT RESOLUTION

PROMOTION OF HEMISPHERIC COOPERATION IN DEALING WITH GANGS

(Presented by the delegation of El Salvador and

cosponsored by the delegations of Belize and Panama)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
CONCERNED over the problems of public safety, principally in the large cities, which affect the quality of life of their inhabitants;

RECALLING its resolution AG/RES. 2144 (XXXV-0/05), "Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Gangs";

ACKNOWLEDGING that gangs are a problem experienced primarily by the countries of Central America and North America and call for in-depth analysis, as they represent a challenge that requires, first of all, recognition of the advisability and urgency of becoming more knowledgeable about the needs of their members; and

EMPHASIZING that, in the Declaration of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, the Heads of State and Government underscored their concern over the problem of criminal gangs and related issues, as well as their effects on the economic and social environment, which jeopardize the progress attained by our societies in the process of stabilization, democratization, and sustainable development, which situation calls for urgent and complementary action to prevent criminal acts, to prosecute those who commit them, to rehabilitate and reintegrate them, and to create opportunities to facilitate access to decent employment for youths;

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the findings of studies by different international organizations and some member states on the issue of gangs, which conclude that it is a very complex matter and should be addressed from a holistic viewpoint, including, inter alia, prevention, social support, respect for and protection of human rights, and national law enforcement;

HAVING SEEN the conclusions and recommendations issued at the following events:  the “Meeting on transnational criminal gangs: Characteristics, importance, and public policies, and their relationship with the problem of drugs in the context of transnational organized crime,” held in Tapachula, Chiapas, Mexico, in June 2005, at the initiative of the General Secretariat; and the “First regional forum on social prevention of violence, rehabilitation, and reintegration of at-risk youths or youths in conflict with the law,” held in San Salvador, in September of that year, at the initiative of El Salvador, to contribute to seeking solutions to the problem from its social and human perspectives; and

NOTING the creation of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and, within it, of the Department for the Prevention of Threats against Public Security, charged, among other tasks, with coordinating the efforts of the General Secretariat in areas related to public security,

RESOLVES:

1. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security:

a) To support member states in organizing meetings they may hold at the regional, subregional, and national levels on the different aspects of gangs; to compile and publish the findings; and to follow up on the conclusions, as applicable.

b) To coordinate its work on gangs with that of other international organizations, human rights organizations, and civil society organizations, including private enterprise.

2. To instruct the General Secretariat to carry out, as appropriate, the activities mentioned in this resolution in accordance with the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

3. To instruct the Permanent Council to follow up on this resolution and to present a report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session.
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