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The General Assembly,
CONSIDERING:

That the origins of the Inter-American Juridical Committee go back to the Third International American Conference when, on 23 August 1906, the International Commission of Jurists was created, a body of the Inter-American System that was substituted by the Inter-American Committee of Neutrality, constituted by the First Consultative Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs in September-October 1939, and which, by a 1942 resolution of the Third Consultative Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs adopted the name of Inter-American Juridical Committee, and was thereby incorporated in 1945 to the Charter of the Organization as the Permanent Committee of the Inter-American Council of Jurisconsults and later as the principal body of the OAS, by means of the Buenos Aires Protocol of 1967;

That, pursuant to its mandates, the Inter-American Juridical Committee and its predecessors, in consultative bodies of the inter-American system on legal affairs, did important work on the codification and progressive development of international law in the Hemisphere, thereby contributing to the unique legal  tradition that distinguishes the Americas in the international community;

That the unique legal tradition of the Americas is reflected in the Declaration of Panama on the inter-American contribution to the development and codification of international law, adopted by the OAS General Assembly on 5 June 1996; and

That, for the same reason, the centennial commemoration of the work of the Inter-American Juridical Committee is an opportunity to highlight the leading role it has played in international law,,
DECLARES:

FIRST: That 2006 will be the year for commemorating the Centennial of the Inter-American Juridical Committee.

SECOND: Its satisfaction at the efforts carried out by the Inter-American Juridical Committee in the sphere of private international law, which, through the codification of international juridical norms and harmonization of the legislations, have culminated in the signing of treaties and adoption of model laws on a wide variety of topics.

THIRD: Its satisfaction at the valuable contribution of the Inter-American Juridical Committee to the progressive development and codification of international law in fields such as the right to asylum, human rights, indigenous peoples, peaceful settlement of disputes, collective security, the law of the sea, the struggle against terrorism, corruption and the illicit traffic of narcotics and drugs.

FOURTH: Its recognition of the century of work of the Inter-American Juridical Committee as a consultative organ of the OAS in preparing draft conventions and proposing model laws, which are reflected in resolutions, legal opinions, reports and other documents, including its annual reports and, in particular, the Annual Report it submitted to the General Assembly on activities carried out in 2005 (CP/doc.4080/06).


FIFTH: That it invites the Inter-American Juridical Committee to present its points of view before the Permanent Council of the Organization on the general principles of law that form the legal basis of the inter-American system.
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