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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN:
Resolutions AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04) “Draft Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region”; and
The report on the implementation of the aforementioned resolution, contained in document (AG/doc.    /06);

CONSIDERING that the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes as one of its essential purposes the eradication of extreme poverty, which constitutes an obstacle to the full democratic development of the peoples of the Hemisphere;
BEARING IN MIND:
That the Inter American Democratic Charter states that democracy is essential for social, political and economic development of the peoples of the Americas;
That the Inter-American Democratic Charter also states that poverty, illiteracy, and low levels of human development are factors that adversely affect the consolidation of democracy; and
That the promotion and observance of civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights are inherently linked to integral development and to equitable economic growth;
RECALLING the Declarations of the Summits of the Americas; the Declaration of Margarita on poverty, equity, and social inclusion; the Monterrey Consensus; and other pertinent documents of the Organization of American States;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the elimination of extreme poverty is an essential part of the promotion and consolidation of the democratic framework and is the common and shared responsibility of the states of the Americas; and
BEARING IN MIND that the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, in the Declaration of Mar del Plata, adopted at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, encouraged the work of the Organization of American States (OAS) in drafting the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, “whose principles and objectives will be directed towards the achievement by member states of societies that offer all of our citizens more opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion”;


NOTING the proposal by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela that, once the work on the Social Charter and its Plan of Action have been concluded, a special session of the General Assembly be held to adopt them; 

RECEIVING with appreciation the offer by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to host the above mentioned special session; and

CONSIDERING:
That the General Assembly, in resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), instructed the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action, which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty, and to submit the results to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session for consideration; and
That the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI established a joint working group to carry out the mandate contained in the above-mentioned resolution, and that said group concluded its first reading of the draft preamble to the Social Charter of the Americas (GTC/CASA/doc.24/06 rev. 11),

RESOLVES:
1. To take note of the report on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), “Draft Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region” and of the work carried out by the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) in fulfillment of the mandate contained in that resolution. 

2. To renew the mandate given to the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action, which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.
3. To instruct the Working Group to develop a methodology enabling it to expedite its consideration of the Draft Social Charter and its Plan of Action. 
4. To instruct the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action to work intensely to conclude the negotiations of those documents, and to express the sincere political will of all of our countries to conclude and adopt the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action before the end of the year 2007.
5. To request the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to present the results of their work to the General Assembly for consideration and adoption.
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