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This document contains the recommendations of the representatives of civil society organizations that took part in the Roundtable with Civil Society: “Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society”, which was held on May 2 and 3, 2006 at the headquarters of the Organization.

The Roundtable addressed the following themes at four work sessions:

· Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society

· Promotion of Democracy and the Declaration of Florida

· Promotion of Human Rights

· Social and Economic Development and the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata

The recommendations contained herein are presented for the consideration of the Member States so that they might be taken into account in the preparation of the draft resolutions to be considered in the framework of the Thirty-Sixth Regular Session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) to be held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic from June 4 to 6, 2006.

SESSION I – GOOD GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE KNOWLEDGE-BASED SOCIETY

Considerations

Discussions on the information society -and the knowledge-based society- frequently give excessive weight to the technological aspect, and in so doing, traditional technologies are overlooked in favor of digital technologies (community radio stations, community television, video, etc).

Reflections on the “knowledge-based society” generally overlook production of knowledge and its transformation into concrete applications that contribute to the well-being of people and societies.
Principles

1. Elevate discussions on the knowledge-based society, so that they not only address issues of infrastructure and technology but also proceed in a framework of observance and protection of human rights and the obligation of states to ensure them as a public duty.

2. Information and communication technologies (ICT’s) should not be seen merely as tools, but as strategic factors for development policy design.  This means that agreement should exist on protocols for connectivity, accessibility, usability, inclusion, and respect for diversity that assures the quality, effectiveness, and efficiency of those technologies.
3. In constructing a knowledge-based society, local capacity building should center not only on technical capacities, but also on those that foster autonomy and self-sufficiency in management, organization, and sustainable development.
4. Any knowledge management initiative in the Hemisphere should have as cross-cutting issues interculturality, “inter-American-ness”, and, in general, every aspect that comprises the diversity of the region.

5. Any agreement on access to and use of ICT’s, be they of the traditional variety, or the various digital technologies, or those that arise from the newly evolving media convergences, should ensure that every group and segment of the population has equitable conditions of access.

6. Backwardness in terms of scientific and technological knowledge, its skewed regional distribution, and the inequity in its access–which discriminates against women in particular–are issues that must be resolved in order to attain adequate levels of production and distribution of new knowledge.  Higher education institutions and technological research and development centers have a pivotal role to play in the dynamics leading to the construction of the knowledge-based society.

7. In the context of the knowledge-based society, it is essential to recognize the principle of joint responsibility between government and the private sector, as well as active participation for civil society organizations.

Recommendations

1. The Member States should provide sufficient and balanced appropriations that ensure equitable distribution of and access to communications and telecommunications services, as well as guaranteeing the human rights of free access to public information and freedom of expression by means of all technological mechanisms and legal practices.

2. Governments should ensure sufficient appropriations for the development of scientific research and technological innovation, and choreograph knowledge transfer programs among higher education institutions and research centers in the region.  Governments should also accept that in a knowledge-based society founded on the principles of plurality and respect for diversity they have an obligation to recognize traditional knowledge and ensure its sustainability.  We further recommend that higher education institutions be called on to contribute to all initiatives connected with the issues of good governance, development, and the knowledge-based society in general, and human resources training, in particular.

3. States should encourage improvement and linkage of knowledge distribution circuits, taking advantage of the infrastructure in place and strengthening new infrastructure (Internet 2, CLARA).  States should also continue with the identification of best practices in the application of rules on intellectual property.  Governments, international agencies, and higher education institutions should strengthen capacity-building policies and programs for teachers through the inclusion of ICT’s, centering not only on technical aspects, but also on the use and harnessing of knowledge to strengthen educational and development promotion skills.

4. Positive steps should be taken to enable access to knowledge and capacity building with the use of ICT’s, as well as full exercise of rights, for Afro-descendants, indigenous peoples, displaced people, migrants, persons with disabilities, women, children and young people, and, in general, all socially and economically disadvantaged groups.

5. ICT’s should be included as tools in the range of resources to which citizens in democratic societies should have access in order to ensure accountability and transparency at all levels of government, for instance, through inclusion of the concept of public purchases and works as a procurement system that not only increases efficiency in the investment of state funds, but enhances openness and social control and reduces the risk of corruption in countries.

6. Governments and the appropriate international agencies should promote the use of ICT’s in order to accomplish the Millennium Development Goals in the region, in particular with regard to efforts to reduce HIV/AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis.

7. Governments should enact policies and treaties that ensure protection and full respect for the civil, labor, and human rights of migrants.  This recommendation applies to both border crossing and internal migrants.  A component of such policies should be the inclusion of ICT’s and the generation of strategies and resources for capacity building, both in communities of origin and in places of destination of migrants.

SESSION II – PROMOTION OF DEMOCRACY AND THE DECLARATION OF FLORIDA

1. We request the governments to disseminate and promote the Inter-American Democratic Charter among civil society and the general public, and to educate civil society organizations (CSO) about the scope and constraints of the OAS in its role in inter-American affairs. 

2. We recommend that Member States increase the funds they allocate to the OAS in order to ensure that the Organization fulfills it mission and the mandates that come out of the Summits of the Americas process which the Member States have freely signed.

3. We ask that in the Declaration of Santo Domingo civil society organizations be considered Promoters of Democracy–the latter understood as the power of peoples–and that the Millennium Development Goals be regarded as a base line that should be in place in each country, and not targets to be met by our countries.

4. We urge governments to implement mechanisms to follow up on the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and the OAS General Assembly, in order to ensure that Declarations and Plans of Action become not dead letters, but effective instruments that guide agendas with specific measures.

5. We request governments to create follow-up mechanisms to monitor measures adopted by them to combat poverty and integrate excluded groups (inter alia, women, ethnic minorities, disabled persons, victims of armed political violence, indigenous peoples, etc.)

6. We urge governments to institute and/or improve legal frameworks on access to information and to use ICT’s as a tool to expedite and facilitate public access to information in the possession of the state.
7. We ask that judicial systems incorporate ICT’s in order to upgrade their efficiency and transparency, and thereby expedite the resolution of cases.

8. We request Member States to implement campaigns that encourage the participation of women and, therefore, a gender balance in the political and public life of states, which should include mechanisms to monitor compliance with this recommendation.

9. We invite the technical departments and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development of the OAS, as well as the Member States and their respective cooperation agencies, to support the initiatives of hemispheric civil society networks whose purpose is to monitor, support, or contribute to the effective implementation of the mandates of the Summit of the Americas process and the activities of the OAS. 

10. We request that ICT’s be used to support good governance in the region, as well as the involvement of civil society in the processes connected with the review of democracy in the Hemisphere, especially with respect to early warning systems to detect democratic crises. 

11. We remind the Member States of the vital importance of linking effective channels for public participation at the national level through the creation of permanent mechanisms for dialogue and collaborative activities that contribute to democratic governance, the model for which should be the ministry of foreign affairs in each country.

12. We recommend the analysis of mechanisms that help to combat and prevent misuse of the Internet in order to avert harmful practices for development, such as, inter alia, child pornography, cyber espionage, computer viruses, and the spread of hackers. 

13. In order to move forward in the regional struggle against corruption, we request:  

· Inclusion of ICT's in the follow-up mechanisms for the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (ICAC), in order, inter alia, to expedite and increase the transparency of the negotiations process in the second round of the Follow-Up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC).

· That the Member States that have not yet signed the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and other international instruments in this area do so immediately.  Likewise, we request the same of states that have not yet joined the MESICIC process.

· That information be provided to civil society on progress in implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2071 adopted by the OAS General Assembly, which declares 2006 as the “Inter-American Year of the Fight against Corruption”.

· Formalization of the participation of civil society organizations in meetings of the MESICIC Committee of Experts, as well as the resumption of follow-up visits in the Mechanism.

· That civil society organizations be permitted to submit their responses to the questionnaire within 30 days after the deadline for Member States.

· That legislative branches approve bills that would permit the inclusion in their legislations of the offences provided in Article 6 of the ICAC.
· That the Conference of States Parties to the MESICIC meet in the course of 2006.
14. We consider it essential to implement mechanisms for protection and promotion of human rights, which are pivotal and of strategic importance for the promotion of democracy.  The more the fundamental rights of persons are violated, the more our democracies are weakened.

15. We urge governments to improve the forums for dialogue with civil society in the official activities of the OAS, in order to ensure an effective exchange of ideas and proposals through construction of productive dialogue, not unilateral monologues that merely set out a variety of agendas without engagement.

16. We request the Member States, in the framework of measures to strengthen civil society participation, to offer spaces for training, information, and permanent linkage with OAS agencies.

SESSION III – SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND THE DECLARATION AND PLAN OF ACTION OF MAR DEL PLATA
Inclusion and protection of vulnerable groups
1. We propose that OAS programs on inclusion and protection of vulnerable populations bear in mind the role of culture and identity.
2. As regards the issue of employment for young people, it is necessary to look for creative ways to use information and multimedia technologies as tools that enable documentation of self-correction of inappropriate conduct. Furthermore, we advocate access to and strengthening of community centers as places where young people can come together and avoid the isolation that leads them to crime.  We also recommend that efforts be made to establish mechanisms that encourage and celebrate successful experiences of young people in contributing to social and economic development.
3. We recommend facilitation by states of access for women to programs on generation of self-employment and, at the same time, access for young people of both sexes to information on sexual and reproductive health.
4. We propose a break with the trend of establishing charity-based programs to solve the problems of the most vulnerable, and, rather, recommend that emphasis be placed on sustainable programs.

5. We urge the states to ratify the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities. Measures should be adopted in support of the integration in the workplace of persons with disabilities, through the application of organized and inclusive training policies in order to equip them with the necessary skills and qualifications for employment, self-employment, and micro-entrepreneurship.

6. We recommend that states ensure, through awareness-raising measures, the integration of the disabled community in employment in the public and private sectors, based on the legislative strides that have been made in many countries.

7. We recommend that states design and implement affirmative policies and measures that take into account the issues of race and gender as causes–and not simply effects–of poverty.

Development model and insertion in the international economic system

8. The situation at present, in a context of globalization, widespread expansion of the knowledge-based society, and asymmetrical conditions of competition with other regions, necessitates a review of the economic insertion model adopted in the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, with a view to the institution of measures by our states to increase the competitive advantages of our nations, through an increase in the value added of our output and efforts to attain productive complementarity in the region.  We further recommend examination of the feasibility of alternative but parallel systems of valuation in the exchange and trade of goods and services.

Employment generation
9. We recommend that the Member States consider new labor models for our populations that are consistent with respect for the human rights of workers.

10. We recommend the creation of jobs in high-technology sectors without neglecting employment generation in complementary sectors, even if they belong to traditional sectors of the economy.

Role of civil society and the mandates and commitments adopted by States

11. We recommend that civil society monitor the commitments that States have adopted in the framework of the Summits of the Americas process and, as necessary, that the OAS create mechanisms to review those commitments.  Furthermore, we recommend that the OAS establish mechanisms to encourage engagement between states and civil society.

12. We urge the states to implement the provisions contained in Articles 64 and 66 of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata which reaffirm transparent and accountable democratic governance; that accountability is a key instrument to achieve transparency and efficiency in the use of resources administered by governments; and that states should implement the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and participate fully in its Follow-Up Mechanism.
13. We also urge states to comply with the provisions contained in Articles 64 and 65 of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata to identify, before December 2006, specific initiatives for cooperation, and the exchange of experiences in the development of technical skills in our countries that contribute to the full application of the provisions of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption, and the strengthening of its Implementation Follow-up Mechanism (MESICIC), giving special consideration to the recommendations arising from the first round of said Mechanism.

14. We recommend that states make efforts to monitor and measure the effectiveness of national and regional programs.

SESSION IV – PROMOTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

1. Take advantage of information and communications technological advances to divulge good practices and databases, in order to strengthen civil society in its role as comptroller of the state.

2. Improve channels for civil society participation, in particular in those spaces where policies are discussed that can negatively impact respect for human rights in the Americas.

3. Strengthen the organs of protection of human rights by: recognizing the independence and autonomy of the Inter-American system of human rights; ensuring a budget that enables its bodies to function and be effective; abiding by the decisions of the organs of the inter-American system; and establishing mechanisms to punish those who fail to comply.

4. Consider suitability, independence, morality, and competence as criteria to be met by candidates proposed for positions in the organs of the Inter-American system of human rights, in accordance with the provisions contained in the American Convention on Human Rights.  In this framework, consideration should also be given to gender parity.

5. Broaden civil society participation in the selection process for Members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (Court).  For that purpose, in addition to the continued publication of the curriculum vitae of candidates on the OAS website, public discussions with candidates should be promoted, among other actions.

6. Create a working group to promote periodic regional exchange on best practices for the fulfillment of IACHR recommendations and the execution of sentences of the Court with the participation of the states, civil society organizations, IACHR and the Court, and experts on this issue.

7. Recognize that civil society organizations play a non-partisan, essential, fitting, and proactive role in the solution of problems in the region.

8. Urge Member States to provide protection for human rights defenders at risk.

9. Urge Ombudsmen to play a more active role in the dissemination of the instruments of the Inter-American system of human rights.

10. Urge the Member States of the OAS that have not done so to ratify the American Convention on Human Rights and the other inter-American and international instruments to do so.

11. Urge the Member States of the OAS that have not done so to fully recognize the contentious jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

12. Urge the Member States to create legal mechanisms at the national level to ensure fulfillment of the recommendations and judgments of the Inter-American system of human rights.

13. Urge the Permanent Council of the OAS to regularly receive and discuss the special country reports, reports of rapporteurs, and the annual report, of the IACHR.

14. Include a human-rights perspective in the Draft Declaration of Santo Domingo, with particular attention to the problems of social inequality in the Hemisphere, in order to look for ways to overcome these and ensure universal access to the knowledge-based society.
15. Include the themes of racism and social inclusion in the Draft Declaration of Santo Domingo.
16. Move forward with the approval of an Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance that gives greater consideration to exclusion for reasons of gender.
17. Include in the Declaration of Santo Domingo a mention that the rights of indigenous peoples will be ensured full respect in the framework of the knowledge-based society.

18. Request Member States to be respectful of human rights in their treatment of deported people and to establish mechanisms for collaboration and information exchange among each other in connection with deported persons.

19. Urge Member States to eliminate the practice of mass expulsion of people.

20. Remember that all people that inhabit the American continent enjoy all human rights in an indivisible and interdependent way, regardless of their nationality or their country of residence.

21. Recognize the special condition of vulnerability of children and adolescents in the region, and promote their participation in decisions that affect them.

22. Request reports from countries on progress in fulfillment of the right of access to information in the framework of the Declaration of Nuevo León.

23. Provide support for and collaborate with initiatives that seek to establish minimum standards of protection of the right of access to information, such as, among others, gratuitousness and freedom of access.

24. Request Member States to create an assistance fund for victims, in order to ensure access to justice in the Inter-American system of human rights.

25. Request the countries mentioned by the IACHR as meriting “special attention” to adopt the measures necessary to be removed from that category and, furthermore, to correct the causes that placed them there.

26. Include the expression “civil society” in recommendation 14 of the draft resolution entitled Support for the Hemispheric Agenda of the Knowledge Society, the reading of which will be as follows: “To instruct the General Secretariat to create an OAS electronic forum for the citizens of the Americas and civil society organizations that is easily accessible and user-friendly and emphasizes inter-American activities and programs the individual and civil society can employ, such as those related to the promotion and protection of human rights and to the OAS scholarships program”.
27. Request that the Colombian State provide effective protection for the human rights of displaced afro-descendant communities.

28. Request the Dominican Republic to comply with the judgment of the Inter-American Court in the Yean and Bosico Case, bearing in mind that a knowledge-based society cannot exist so long as the right to education is impaired.
29. Request the Member States and the General Secretariat of the OAS to pay more attention to the reports of the IACHR and the conclusions of the Court.  Urge the Secretary General to convene a meeting with the various Directors of the Departments of the General Secretariat and representatives of the various organs of the Inter-American system of human rights to assure coherence in planning for elections, quality citizenship, and conflict prevention.

30. Urge Member States to identify the necessary measures to enable them to act as collective guarantors of the Inter-American system of human rights.

31. Urge Member States to adopt the legislative measures necessary to ensure that legal mechanisms exist to implement internally the decisions adopted by the IACHR and the Court.  Furthermore, the judiciaries should fully apply treaty provisions and the jurisprudence emanating from the IACHR and the Court.

32. Urge the OAS to provide support for human rights defenders who are frontline advocates of civil, political, and social rights and whose work still involves a risk of repression.
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