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Summary of the meeting held on Thursday, April 20, 2006
The Committee held its sixth meeting to consider the items on the Order of Business, document CP/CSH-755/06.
The Chair called the meeting to order at 2:55 p.m. 
1. Consideration of the following draft resolutions:
i. "The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone" (Presented by the Delegation of Canada) (CP/CSH-747/06 rev. 1)

The Committee considered the draft resolution entitled "The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone". The Chair recalled that this draft resolution had been presented by the Delegation of Canada at the previous meeting, on which occasion it was co-sponsored by Honduras. 

The Delegation of Chile proposed an additional preambular paragraph, on which the Delegation of Mexico commented. Both delegations agreed to work out a consensus redraft of the paragraph and submit it for consideration at the next meeting. 

The Delegations of Chile and Ecuador registered their co-sponsorship of this draft resolution.

The Delegation of the United States entered a reservation on this draft resolution and requested that that reservation be recorded in a footnote to the draft resolution. The text of the footnote was read.
The Delegation of Nicaragua expressed its support for the draft resolution and its satisfaction with the paragraph on demining in Nicaragua. 
It was agreed to re-consider this draft resolution at the next meeting, with a view to approving it at that time.

ii. "Support for Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru" (Presented by the Delegations of Ecuador and Peru) CP/CSH-751/06 rev. 1)


The Committee considered the draft resolution entitled "Support for Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru".  The Chair recalled that this draft resolution had been presented by the Delegations of Ecuador and Peru at the previous meeting, on which occasion the Delegation of Ecuador indicated that it would present amendments to it. 

The Delegation of Ecuador tabled its amendments to the preamble. The proposals were accepted. 

The draft resolution was agreed to, as amended, and the Committee decided to forward it to the Permanent Council for consideration and transmission to the General Assembly.
iii. "Convocation of the Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions" (Presented by the Delegation of Canada) (CP/CSH-748/06)


The Committee considered the draft resolution entitled "Convocation of the Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions".  The Chair recalled that, at the last meeting, the Delegation of Canada had presented this draft resolution for adoption by the Permanent Council, through which it is proposed that the Council would convene a meeting of the States party to the Convention, in preparation for the 2009 Conference of States Parties.

In response to a query by the Canadian delegation, the Committee Secretary clarified that there was no duplication or redundancy in having this draft resolution as well as the inclusion of follow-up action on the Convention in the consolidated draft resolution, entitled "Cooperation for Security in the Hemisphere", which had been put forward by the United States.  Canada accepted the explanation and decided not to withdraw the draft resolution under consideration. 


Similarly, the Delegation of Venezuela expressed its concern regarding the participation by non-States parties to the Convention in the proposed meeting. In response, the Committee Secretary recalled the terms of the General Assembly mandate which gave rise to this meeting and which included the participation by non-States parties. This explanation was accepted by Venezuela.

The Delegations of Argentina and the United States proposed amendments to the preamble of the draft resolution, both of which were accepted. Argentina also expressed its concern about the proposed date of the meeting, which coincided with the date of another meeting. It was agreed to leave the date as proposed in this draft resolution, and to adjust the date for the other meeting when the corresponding draft resolution was considered.

The Delegation of Chile registered its co-sponsorship of the draft resolution. 


The Committee approved this draft resolution, as amended by the floor, and agreed to forward it to the Permanent Council for consideration and adoption.

iv. "Consolidation of the Regime established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco)@ (Presented by the Delegation of Mexico) (CP/CSH-750/06)


The Committee considered the draft resolution entitled "Consolidation of the Regime established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco)". The Chair recalled that this draft resolution had been presented by the Delegation of Mexico at the last Committee meeting. 

The Delegations of Chile and Peru registered their co-sponsorship of this draft resolution.


The Delegation of the United States expressed its concern that the proposal went beyond the scope of the Treaty of Tlatelolco, and requested more time to receive instructions on it. On the understanding that there were no objections to the document by any other delegation present, it was agreed to return to it at the next Committee meeting in order to allow the United States' delegation more time for consultation. 

The Chair recalled that the Executive Secretary of OPANAL was slated to address the Committee at the meeting scheduled for April 25th.

v. "Limitation of Military Spending" (Presented by the Delegation of Peru) (CP/CSH-752/06)


The Committee considered the draft resolution entitled "Limitation of Military Spending".  The Chair recalled that, at the previous Committee meeting, the Delegation of Peru had presented this draft resolution.


The Committee discussed the title of the draft resolution, the date of the meeting proposed to be held in compliance with General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2152 (XXXV-O/05), and the information to be submitted by Member States in preparation for same. 


It was agreed to amend the title of the draft resolution, based on the proposal by the Canadian delegation, to read "Convocation of the Meeting on the Limitation of Military Spending and the Promotion of Greater Transparency in the Acquisition of Arms".

It was also agreed that in keeping with the General Assembly resolution, Member States would be asked to present to the Permanent Council by mid-July 2006 their views on the topic of the limitation of military expenditure and the promotion of greater transparency in the acquisition of arms, bearing in mind, among other elements, the legitimate security and defense needs of states. An operative paragraph to this effect was added to the text.

With respect to the date of the meeting, it was agreed to hold it on a date late in October  2006, consecutive to two other Committee meetings –the Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, and the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures. Definition of the date of the meeting was postponed until April 25th.

The Costa Rican delegation introduced a new preambular paragraph based on the first operative paragraph of the abovementioned General Assembly resolution. 

The draft resolution was agreed to, as amended, with the exception of the date of the meeting.
2. Presentation of the following new draft resolutions:
i. Cooperation for Security in the Hemisphere (Presented by the Delegation of the United States)
The Delegation of the United States presented the draft resolution entitled "Cooperation for Security in the Hemisphere", set out in document CP/CSH-753/06.
It was noted that this draft resolution combined the treatment of five of the resolutions assigned to the Committee on Hemispheric Security. Several delegations recalled that Member States have the right to introduce as a single proposal any topic dealing with hemispheric security and underscored that notwithstanding that in special circumstances various subjects could be dealt with jointly in a single draft resolution, such a format or procedure is not the most desirable.  In this context, the Committee took into account the volume of work before it in the 2005-2006 period and the consequent difficultly in addressing or concluding some of its mandates, and decided that the proposed consolidated draft resolution, presented by the United States, could be acceptable as a concise way of following-up on matters not addressed during this period.
The Committee considered the draft resolution and made several amendments to the operative section, along the lines of a proposal by the Canadian delegation.  The text was agreed to with these amendments, except for the date on which the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures would be held (decision postponed to April 25th). 
The Brazilian delegation stated that it would not be able to agree to the draft resolution at this time and requested more time to seek further instructions.

Finalization of the draft resolution was postponed to April 25th. 
ii. Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security (Presented by the Delegation of Mexico) 
The Delegation of Mexico presented the draft resolution entitled "Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security", set out in document CP/CSH-754/06.

Consideration of this draft was slated for April 25th.

The Costa Rican delegation expressed its concern about the number of meetings being slated and the scarcity of financial resources to cover same.

iii. Special Security Concerns of Small Island States of the Caribbean 
The Delegation of The Bahamas, on the behalf of the CARICOM Member States, informed that a draft resolution on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States of the Caribbean would be presented for the Committee's consideration at its next meeting.

3. Other business

a.
New draft resolution to be presented

The Delegation of the United States declared its intention to present by May 5th a draft resolution dealing with avian influenza, for the Committee's consideration.

b.
Draft resolution deferred

The Mexican delegation informed that it would not submit a draft resolution on Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education, as it had done in previous years, in order to allow adequate time for discussion of the topic and the development of a more meaningful document for consideration by the General Assembly in 2007 at its next regular session
The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 p.m.
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