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· Condolences


The Council expressed its condolences on the passing of Mrs. Susana Ramsburg, Chief of the Languages Service Section of the Office of Conferences and Meetings of the OAS General Secretariat, on July 11, 2006.  The Council observed a minute of silence in honor of Mrs. Ramsburg.


The Council also offered its condolences to the people and Government of Panama on the passing of Ambassador Eduardo Ritter Aislán, who served as Panama’s Permanent Representative to the OAS, on June 2006.

· Welcoming of the new Ambassador of Chile

The Council welcomed the new Permanent Representative of Chile, Ambassador Pedro Oyarce Yuraszeck.

· Inaugural remarks by the new Chair of the Permanent Council


Ambassador Henry Illes, Permanent Representative of Suriname, delivered a brief statement as the new Chair of the Permanent Council in which, among other issues, he reiterated his commitment to serve the member states.
· Presentation of gavel to outgoing Council Chair
The Council presented a gavel to Ambassador Ellsworth I. A. John, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, in recognition of his excellent service as Chair of the Permanent Council from April to June 2006.
1. Presentation by His Excellency Mr. Samuel Rudolph Insanally, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guyana

The Permanent Council received His Excellency Samuel Rudolph Insanally, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guyana.  The remarks by Minister Insanally, as well as the statement made by the Chair of the Permanent Council can be found in the minutes of the meeting [CP/ACTA 1555/06]. 
2. Presentation by the Assistant Secretary General on the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly


Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin made a presentation on the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly, held in the Dominican Republic from June 4 to 7, 2006. The Assistant Secretary General thanked the people and Government of the Dominican Republic on behalf of the Secretary General and on his own behalf for their hospitality during the General Assembly session.  He also spoke about an evaluation of the General Assembly that has been taking place with the regional coordinators and General Secretariat staff, and the possibility of presenting a proposal with modifications to the procedures of the General Assembly.  
3. Preliminary report of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission on the general elections held in Peru 

Dr. Lloyd Axworthy, Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Peru, presented a preliminary report on the general elections held in Peru on June 4, 2006. The Permanent Council took note of the report and of the comments made by the Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Fernando de la Flor Arbulú.
4. Preliminary report of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission on the general elections held in Colombia 

Mr. Santiago Murray, Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Colombia, presented a preliminary report on the general elections held in Colombia on May 28, 2006.  The Council decided to take note of the report and of the comments made by the Alternate Representative of Colombia.
5. Preliminary report of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission on the legislative elections held in the Dominican Republic 


The Council took note of the preliminary report presented by Mr. Rubén Perina, Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to the Dominican Republic, on the legislative elections held on May 10, 2006. The Permanent Council also took note of the comments made by the Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, Ambassador Roberto Álvarez. 
6. Approval of minutes
The Council approved the minutes of the special meeting held on February 23, 2005 [CP/ACTA 1466/05].
7. Other business

· The Delegation of Argentina informed the Council of the establishment of the Parliamentary Observatory on the Question of the Malvinas Islands.
· The Delegation of Brazil informed the Council about the Regional Conference of the Americas against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Related Intolerance, to be held in Brazil from July 26 to 28, 2006.
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· The Delegation of the United States informed the Council of its financial support for the peace process in Colombia and for the region’s antipersonnel land mines program.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1555/06.
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