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This document was prepared by the Summits Secretariat to provide member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization (CSO) Transparency International Costa Rica.


The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by Transparency International Costa Rica in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1.
Background

Transparency International Costa Rica is a civil society organization founded in 1997 as a national chapter of Transparency International. Its objectives are to carry out initiatives in the fight against corruption and to build relations with similar organizations. Its principal functions include:

· Serving as a forum for the development, study, and review of programs and projects in the field of ethical values, fighting corruption, and defending democratic institutions. 

· Promoting information exchange among its members and with civil society organizations in relation to studies and research conducted by organizations, institutions, and individuals, both in Costa Rica and internationally, to strengthen the fight against corruption.

· Fostering consideration of the issue of corruption as a problem for the development of democracy in Costa Rica and securing its incorporation into government policies.


Transparency International Costa Rica conducts its efforts by organizing working groups in Costa Rica; channeling information to citizens on the issue of corruption; studying existing law and promoting the necessary changes; encouraging education in the fight against corruption in government and the judiciary; reporting abuses in the public and private arenas; conducting activities such as roundtable discussions and conferences. These efforts are carried out through collaboration and participation by various organizations, groups, and citizens.


Transparency International Costa Rica is financed by various organizations, especially Transparency International, private banks, and the Embassy of the Netherlands. Transparency International Costa Rica Works with assistance from persons and organizations who volunteer their help.


Transparency International Costa Rica submitted its request to the OAS on April 20, 2006.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name: 


Transparency International Costa Rica

Address:

Avenidas 0-8, calle 33-bis, Barrio Francisco Peralta

Apartamentos La California A-8

San José, Costa Rica
Telephone:

506-243-4833

Fax:


506-225-1209

E-mail address:

transparencia@racsa.co.cr
Website:

http://www.transparenciacr.org
President:

Roxana Salazar
Date established:
July 22, 1997

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

Transparency International Costa Rica works to defend and promote anti-corruption efforts, democracy, civic participation, transparency, civil society participation, and corporate ethics, by:

· Taking initiatives to detect, report, and fight corruption; increasing the visibility of the fight against corruption; and promoting accountability.

· Strengthening democracy through research, civic education, defending the right to freedom of information, and monitoring specific government bodies.

· Fostering citizens’ critical awareness of the operations of public administration.

· Promoting civil society participation through various initiatives with national, regional, and international organizations in the fight against corruption and for transparency.

· Promoting measures to achieve transparency and accountability in the actions of institutions and public officials, and in the private sector, by promoting corporate ethics and transparency in business dealings.
· Monitoring the electoral process and campaign funding and releasing the results to the public, to ensure transparency in electoral campaigns.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS


Transparency International Costa Rica can contribute to OAS anti-corruption efforts through the following activities:

· Producing risk maps to identify weaknesses in systems for the oversight of public institutions.

· Developing management indicators in the Costa Rican Judiciary for assessment of transparency and accountability.

· Promoting the establishment of corruption-monitoring offices at all administrative bodies of the branches of government in Costa Rica and their yearly reporting of conclusions, actions, and policies.

· Encouraging political parties to adopt anti-corruption regulations, and to impose consistent punishments on offending members.

· Conducting workshops to analyze and promote the necessary laws and initiatives to follow up on the commitments assumed by Costa Rica in signing the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and promoting compliance with the United Nations Convention against Corruption.

· Conducting citizen education programs on the processing of corruption cases before tribunals, the effects of corruption, and the topic of corruption in general, so as to promote popular action against corruption.

· Conducting research on perceptions of corruption; preparing an overall corruption report and corruption index; and later publishing the findings.

· Producing, and releasing to society at large, information on corruption, civic responsibility in that connection, and means of reporting public and private acts of corruption.

· Organizing meetings and workshops, participating in networks, and promoting the necessary legislation to defend and strengthen the right to freedom of information.

· Studying cases that affect the democratic system and promoting accountability, using available political, legal, and administrative mechanisms.

· Strengthening relations with Transparency International, with the network of chapters in the Latin American region (TILAC), and with other regional and international networks and organizations that fight corruption.

· Promoting probity and anti-bribery business principles in government contracting and promoting instruments to bring about probity in business, in particular business conducted with the state, with corruption risk maps, in coordination with the organizations and businesspersons involved; integrity pacts; codes of ethics; and observatories.

· Conducting workshops with the private sector to promote anti-bribery business principles, in collaboration with other organizations, such as the Costa Rica - United States of America Foundation for Cooperation, Transparency Colombia, and Transparency Mexico.

5.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

Transparency International Costa Rica believes that it can contribute to OAS efforts to fight corruption and to promote transparency and democracy, by:

· Promoting and publicizing the fulfillment of commitments assumed by Costa Rica in the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, by supporting the efforts of the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC) and the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption.
· Supporting and publicizing the Inter-American Democratic Charter through initiatives to strengthen and defend democracy and the fight against corruption.

· Working with the Secretariat for Political Affairs in its efforts to strengthen democracy, encourage good policy funding practices, promote democratic values in society, support transparency, and strengthen civil society participation.

· Assisting the Inter-American Forum on Political Parties (FIAPP) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs in its efforts to reform and modernize political parties.

· Contributing information and reports to the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs to strengthen and ensure citizen participation.

· Strengthening the inter-American human rights system by supporting its organs, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, so as to promote democracy and transparency.

· Supporting the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices in its activities to promote democratic culture and education.

· Publicizing and supporting due compliance with the mandates of the Summits of the Americas in Costa Rica, in terms of strengthening democracy and the fight against corruption.

· Supporting and participating in the Summits of the Americas process through activities of the Summits Secretariat.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS, dated April 20, 2006

· 2005 Activity Report

· Work Plan of Transparency International Costa Rica, 2005-2006 

· 2005 financial report

· Code of Ethics of Transparency International Costa Rica

· List of members

· Copy of instrument of incorporation
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