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This document was prepared by the Summits Secretariat to provide member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization (CSO) Coalición Regional contra el Tráfico de Mujeres y Niñas en América Latina y el Caribe, A.C. ( CATW-LAC) (Regional Coalition against Trafficking in Women and Children in Latin America and the Caribbean).

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by the CATW-LAC in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1.
Background

The CATW-LAC was launched in 1990.  It is a regional network of the Coalition against Trafficking in Women, an international nongovernmental organization that promotes women’s human rights. The purpose of the CATW-LAC is to prevent and report cases of trafficking in persons, especially in women and girls and boys, for commercial sexual prostitution, and to afford protection to said persons. The CATW-LAC is made up of national networks in 19 countries of the region and of affiliated groups and individuals. It is based in Mexico City.

In keeping with its purpose, the CATW-LAC designs community intervention models and public awareness campaigns, provides protective services, and conducts research and training on the prosecution of trafficking in women and girls for sexual purposes, both domestically in Latin America and internationally. It also wages public awareness campaigns on the human rights of women and girls and against gender-based discrimination and violence, makes diagnostic assessments of the situation, and monitors and collaborates on the implementation of public policy in the area.  The CATW-LAC has issued several publications on sexual exploitation, in particular as it relates to children.

Its sources of financing include contributions from the National Women’s Institute of the Federal Government of Mexico and from TIPS/USA of the United States Department of State. Moreover, it receives donations from multilateral organizations, such as the World Bank and EURO-AID, as well as contributions from the International Coalition against Trafficking in Women and from individual members. 

The CATW-LAC submitted its application to the OAS on January 9, 2006.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name:
Coalición Regional contra el Tráfico de Mujeres y Niñas en América Latina y el Caribe, A.C. (CATW-LAC)
Address:
Luis G. Vieyra No. 23-3, Col. San Miguel Chapultepec,


Del. Miguel Hidalgo, C.P. 11850, México, D.F.

Telephone:
(5255) 26141488

Fax:
(5255) 52721907

E-mail address:
tulloaz@hotmail.com

Web page:
www.catwinternational.org

Regional Director:
Teresa Columba Ulloa Ziáurriz

Date established:
November 5, 2004
3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities


The CATW-LAC works to promote the human rights of women and girls by:

· Strengthening democratic governance, promoting the exchange of ideas on democratic practices with local and federal government institutions, academic institutions, political parties, and parliaments and congresses, as well as the active participation of civil society organizations and other bodies. 

· Promoting civil society participation in public decision-making that affects women and girls and the defense of their human rights. The CATW-LAC has played an active role as a civil society organization in dialogue and decision-making on numerous topics related to human rights and peace.

· Fostering awareness that violence and discrimination against women are violations of their human rights, and furthering and promoting changes in laws and public policy.

· Countering the demand for prostitution, by promoting educational and information programs for young men and adolescents. 

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

The CATW-LAC can contribute to OAS efforts to combat trafficking in persons and commercial exploitation and to defend the human rights of women and girls through the following activities:

· Drawing attention to the subject of trafficking in persons for commercial sexual exploitation on the region’s public agenda.

· Encouraging bilateral and multilateral agreements on trafficking in persons between countries of origin, transit, and destination in the region.

· Sharing successful practices and models regarding prevention, protection, and prosecution in the area of commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking for sexual purposes. Publicizing the findings of the research conducted by the CATW-LAC on trafficking in persons for sexual purposes.

· Promoting local, national, and regional public awareness campaigns on trafficking in persons for purposes of commercial sexual exploitation.

· Monitoring the implementation of OAS recommendations and resolutions on trafficking in persons in OAS member states through the CATW-LAC national offices and networks.

· Launching a regional campaign for ratification of the Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the two additional protocols thereto, in particular the Palermo Protocol. Influencing the standardization of national laws and their harmonization with the Palermo Protocol.

· Helping to fight poverty by means of proposals and actions, and striving to ensure that economic, social, and cultural rights are safeguarded by means of enforcement mechanisms in all member countries of the CATW-LAC.

5.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

The CATW-LAC believes it can further OAS efforts to combat trafficking in persons and commercial sexual exploitation and to promote the human rights of women and girls by:

· Supporting the inter-American human rights system, by disseminating information and using the national diagnostic assessments conducted by the CATW-LAC to help the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in its mission to promote the observance and defense of human rights in the OAS member states. Publicizing the decisions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in this area.

· Supporting the work of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) as the organ for follow-up, coordination, and evaluation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality and in the implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”; and helping the OAS member states to combat trafficking in persons, especially women, adolescents, and girls and boys.

· Working with the Trafficking in Persons Section of the Department for the Prevention of Threats against Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to prevent and punish trafficking in persons for purposes of sexual exploitation and in efforts to help trafficking victims.

· Working with the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJAs) to prosecute trafficking in women and girls for sexual purposes.

· Supporting the efforts of the Committee on Hemispheric Security of the OAS Permanent Council to continue considering the topic of trafficking in persons.

· Supporting and participating in the Summits of the Americas process through activities of the Summits Secretariat.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS dated January 9, 2005

· Background information on the CATW-LAC
· By-laws
· Financial statements for the period from January 1 to December 31, 2004

· List of funding sources for 2006
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