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ANALYSIS OF THE ELEMENTS RELATED TO THE APPLICATION BY 

MOVIMENTO NACIONAL DE DIREITOS HUMANOS (MNDH)

TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to provide Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization (CSO) Movimento Nacional de Direitos Humanos (MNDH).

The information contained in this report responds to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by MNDH in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1.
Background


MNDH was founded in 1982 as a non-profit, suprapartisan, ecumenical, civil society organization established in Petrópolis, Rio de Janeiro.  MNDH focuses its activities and programs on the thematic areas of social, human, cultural, and economic rights, impunity and torture, and civil society.  MNDH works to defend and promote these rights, and focuses primarily on civil society, national and international public organisms, and the media.

MNDH pursues its objectives by organizing conferences and forums, partnering with various international and national organizations, engaging civil society, supporting its member organizations in carrying out local and regional activities, researching and writing reports and conducting studies, and making policy recommendations that promote and defend human rights.

MNDH has a membership of more than 400 affiliated organizations in Brazil and is organized throughout eight Brazilian regions. The network, in its majority, is comprised of Basic Human Rights Centers, in addition to medium-sized non-governmental organizations.
MNDH’s primary source of funding is obtained from Evangelischer Entwicklungsdienst (EED), an organization of the Protestant Church in Germany, as well as other international sources.

MNDH submitted its application on August 23, 2004.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name:
Movimento Nacional de Direitos Humanos (MNDH)

Address:
SEPN Qd. 506, Bl. “C”


Subsolo, sala 34


70740-503 – Brasilia/DF


Brazil

Telephone:
55 61 3273 7320

Fax:
55 61 3273 7320

E-mail address:
mndh@mndh.org.br

Website:
http://www.mndh.org.br

National Coordinator:
Rosiana Queiroz

Date established: 
1982

3.
Primary areas of activity of CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

MNDH’s main objective is to promote the human, economic, social, and cultural rights of Brazilians.  MNDH is involved in the following areas of activity that are related to those of the OAS:

· Promote the development of national and international conventions and policies that uphold and advance human rights and motivate civil society participation in these processes;

· Promote partnerships, cooperation, and information exchange among civil society, government, the private sector, academia, and multilateral organizations in addressing human rights inequalities, and foster democracy by encouraging the participation of all citizens;
· Raise awareness and advocate for the legal, social, and political rights of children and adolescents; and

· Address the impact of torture and impunity on vulnerable populations and promote policies and programs to prevent torture, as well as all forms of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment.
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

MNDH creates strategies that strengthen the capacity of governments, communities, civil society organizations, and multilateral institutions to develop policies and practices that promote and protect human, economic, social, and cultural rights.  The following activities carried out by MNDH can contribute to the OAS:

· Monitor the negotiation, investigation, implementation, and adoption of national policies and instruments directly related to the human, economic, social, and cultural rights of the Brazilian people, through the Organization of the American States (OAS) and the United Nations (UN);
· Promote the protection of young persons that suffer inequality, with particular attention to ensuring adequate education, health care, and social support; 
· Develop awareness among national and international organizations in order to create strategies and programs that fight impunity and assist victims of human rights violations;
· Coordinate and host regional and international forums, meetings and seminars, foster the participation of civil society in these events, and disseminate their results;

· Participate in discussions among multilateral institutions, civil society organizations, and governments to focus attention on the problem of impunity and victims of human rights violations;

· Elaborate reports, participate in forums, and develop partnerships among groups to design and implement human rights programs;
· Strengthen civil society engagement in advocacy and policy-making through educational initiatives; and

· Write reports and disseminate information among civil society on national and international instruments that relate to human, economic, social, and cultural rights.
5.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

MNDH will support the work of the OAS in the following areas related to the defense and promotion of human rights, children and youth, social development, and civil society participation:
· Promote legal action in cases of human rights’ violations before the appropriate bodies, such as the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR); 
· Collaborate with the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN) to raise awareness and advocate for the legal, social, and political rights of children and adolescents;
· Support the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) with a view to ensuring compliance with international agreements and treaties;

· Exchange information with the OAS Anti-Trafficking in Persons Section of the Department for the Prevention of Threats Against Public Security on ways to assist victims of human rights violations;

· Assist the Inter-American Committee for Social Development of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) in formulating and implementing policies to combat poverty, social exclusion, and social inequality; and
· Support the work of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and participate in its various activities to foster communication and sharing of experiences among civil society organizations.
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General dated October 17, 2005

· Names of directors and legal representatives
· Charter/constitution
· Statutes
· Institutional mission statement
· 2004 Annual report
· Financial statements for 2003 (audited by José Ribamar de Oliveria CRC 4.634-DF)

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP16755E01�








