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STATUS OF NEGOTIATION OF THE PREAMBULAR PARAGRAPHS

OF THE SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS

(GTC/CASA/doc.24/06 rev. 11)
On January 23, 2006, the Working Group received the draft preamble, document GTC/CASA/doc.23/06, which the Secretariat had prepared on the basis of eight proposals from the delegations.

On April 26, 2006, after 16 meetings of deliberation and negotiation, the Working Group completed its initial reading of the draft preamble of the Social Charter of the Americas.  The results were provided in document GTC/CASA/doc.24/06 rev. 11.  That document was attached to the Working Group’s report on implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), presented to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.

On June 6, 2006, the General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2241 (XXXVI-O/06), “Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region,” in which it renewed the Joint Working Group’s mandate to prepare a Draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action. That resolution also instructs the Working Group to develop a method for expediting its mission, so as to complete the preparatory work and approval process before the end of 2007.
Accordingly, as a new round of negotiations gets under way, the Secretariat has seen fit to prepare a table summarizing the status of the 26 paragraphs contained in the most recent version of the draft preamble of the Social Charter of the Americas (GTC/CASA/doc.24/06 rev. 11). The table is intended to provide the Chair and the Working Group with an additional tool for their approach to completing the preamble.
	Paragraph
	Status
	Remarks

	1
	Preliminary approval
	

	2
	Pending
	- Comment by Venezuela

	3
	Preliminary approval
	

	4
	Pending
	- Reservation by United States 

	5
	Pending
	- Subject to consultations by United States, Trinidad and Tobago, Mexico, Barbados



	6
	Pending
	- Subject to consultations by United States, Trinidad and Tobago, Chile, Honduras, Canada, Costa Rica

	7
	Pending
	- Comment by Panama

- United States suggests that this paragraph replace the two previous paragraphs.   Panama suggests that it be an additional paragraph.

	8
	Pending
	- Comment by United States 

	9
	Pending
	- Comment by Uruguay

- New text proposed by United States*

	10
	Pending
	- Comment by Uruguay

- New text proposed by Mexico

- Pending Chair’s request that Uruguay, Mexico, Nicaragua, and United States present an integrated proposal for paragraphs 10, 11, and 21

	11
	Pending
	- Two proposals have been discussed: (1) original; (2) URU/ARG/CHI and a new text proposed by United States

· Original proposal: Comments by Uruguay, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Guatemala, Brazil, Ecuador

· Proposal 2: Comments by Ecuador, Guatemala, Brazil, Venezuela, Nicaragua, Argentina, Uruguay, and Canada

- Pending Chair’s request that delegations of Uruguay, Mexico, Nicaragua, and United States present an integrated proposal for paragraphs 10, 11, and 21

	12
	Preliminary approval
	

	13
	Pending
	- Two proposals have been discussed:  (1) original; and (2) Venezuela

· Original proposal: Comments by United States, Uruguay, Argentina, Venezuela

· Proposal 2: Comments by Barbados only

	14
	Pending
	-Comments by Uruguay, Guyana, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and Brazil

- New text proposed by El Salvador 

	15
	Preliminary approval
	

	16
	Pending
	- New text proposed by the Secretariat

- New text proposed by United States*

	17
	Pending
	- Comment by United States 

- Subject to consultations by Canada and United States

	18
	Preliminary approval
	

	19
	Pending
	- Comments by Guatemala

- New introductory text presented by United States

	20
	Pending
	- Comments by Costa Rica and Brazil

- New text proposed by United States

- Pending Chair’s request to delegations of Mexico, Brazil, Uruguay, and Costa Rica to present a new alternative text

	21
	Pending
	- Two proposals have been discussed: (1) original; and (2) Guatemala

· Original proposal: Comments by Uruguay, Colombia, Peru, Brazil, Ecuador, Dominican Republic, Guyana, and Panama

· Proposal 2: Comments by Venezuela, Colombia, Dominican Republic, and Peru

- Pending Chair’s request that delegations of Uruguay, Mexico, Nicaragua, and United States present an integrated proposal for paragraphs 10, 11, and 21

	22
	Pending
	- Comment by Costa Rica

- New text proposed by United States

- New text proposed by Argentina

	23
	Pending
	- Comments by Colombia and Brazil

- New text proposed by Brazil

	24
	Pending
	- Delegations of Brazil, Venezuela, Argentina, Uruguay, and Ecuador expressed disagreement with original text and their intent to present an alternate text.

- Trinidad and Tobago supports revision of original text.

- New text proposed by United States

- New text proposed by Canada

	25
	Preliminary approval
	

	26
	Pending
	- New text proposed by Dominican Republic


______________________________________________________

*
 New text: Indicates proposal not yet discussed by Working Group.
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