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SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS
/

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
1. RECALLING that the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) establishes as one of its essential purposes the eradication of extreme poverty, which constitutes an obstacle to the full democratic development of the peoples of the Hemisphere;
2. RECALLING FURTHER that the OAS Charter establishes the principle that the elimination of extreme poverty is an essential part of the promotion and consolidation of representative [VE: representative] democracy and is a common and shared responsibility of the American states;
3. TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Inter-American Democratic Charter recognizes that democracy and economic and social development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing; and that the promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights are inherently linked to integral development, equitable economic growth, and to the consolidation of democracy in the states of the Hemisphere;
4. RECALLING that the Charter of the OAS states that integral development encompasses the economic, social, educational, cultural, scientific, and technological fields through which the goals that each country sets for accomplishing it should be achieved; and that member states have agreed, inter alia, that equality of opportunity, the elimination of extreme poverty, and the equitable distribution of wealth and income, as well as the full participation of their peoples in decisions relating to their own development are, among others, basic objectives of integral development;
Reservation presented by the US. 
Venezuela and Brazil suggest moving this paragraph to after paragraph 1.
5. REAFFIRMING the universality, indivisibility, and interdependence of human rights specially relevant in the promotion of social development and realization of human potential, and recognizing the legitimacy of the international system for their promotion and protection; 
Subject to consultations US,Trinidad and Tobago, Mexico, Barbados.
6. CO (2/21/06): TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that economic, social, and cultural rights require the immediate [HO (2/21/06): immediate]  adoption of the necessary measures to progressively [PA/HO (2/21/06): progressively]  achieve their full efficacy and for the full enjoyment of these rights;
2/21/06  Subject to consultations US, Trinidad and Tobago, Chile, Honduras, Canada,Costa Rica.
7. US (2/21/06): DESIROUS of achieving the progressive realization of social justice in this Hemisphere, in the context of representative democracy [PA (2/21/06): representative democracy democratic systems of government];
2/21/06 US suggests that this paragraph replace the previous two paragraphs

 Panama suggests that it be an additional paragraph. 
8. CONSIDERING that the OAS member states have committed  [US (3/21/06): the OAS member states have committed in the Inter-American Democratic Charter our countries committed themselves] to adopting and implementing all those actions required to generate productive employment, reduce poverty, and eradicate extreme poverty, taking into account the different economic realities and conditions of the countries of the Hemisphere. This shared commitment regarding the problems associated with development and poverty also underscores the importance of maintaining macroeconomic equilibria and the obligation to strengthen social cohesion and democracy;
9. BR (4/4/06): RECALLING that the Declaration of Mar del Plata reaffirmed the commitment to the Monterrey Consensus, the importance of sound public management at all levels, and respect for the rule of law; moreover, it recognized that economic growth is a basic and indispensable but not sufficient condition to address poverty—the challenge being to sustain high rates of  [UR (4/26/06): to sustain high rates of  achieving sustained] economic growth with equity and social inclusion [UR (4/26/06): insure that the benefits of growth reach all people]; 
US (4/18/06): CONSIDERING ALSO that the Monterrey Consensus recognizes the need to pursue sound macroeconomic policies aimed at sustaining high rates of economic growth, full employment, poverty reduction, price stability, and sustainable fiscal and external balances to insure that the benefits of growth reach all people, especially the poor;
RECOGNIZING that the Summits of the Americas have reaffirmed the commitment to the Monterrey Consensus, the importance of good governance at all levels and respect for the rule of law; and that the Declaration of Mar del Plata recognized also that economic growth is a basic and indispensable but not sufficient condition to address poverty, and therefore the challenge is to sustain higher rates of growth with equity and social inclusion, and to generate expanded opportunities, social investment, and social development;
10. NI/VE (4/26/06): REAFFIRMING that human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights, and that States should fight [UR (4/26/06): should fight have the obligation to prevent and eliminate] all forms of discrimination and intolerance that [UR (4/26/06): that  which] accentuate social exclusion, inequality, and extreme poverty;

ME (26/4/06): REAFFIRMING that human are born free in dignity and rights and recognizing the value of the diversity of human nature which exists and can be seen in the peoples of the Americas and their contributions to the development of our countries, and inspired in the need to foster equal opportunities and nondiscrimination in order to overcome exclusion and social inequality;

4/26/06 The Chair requests the delegations of Uruguay, Mexico, Nicaragua, and US to present an integrated proposal for paragraphs 10, 11, 21.

11. RECOGNIZING the [UR (4/4/06) SKN/GU/BR/EC (4/26/06): racial] ethnic, cultural, religious, and linguistic diversity of the peoples of the Americas [UR (4/4/06): and their contribution to the development of our countries], and inspired by the need to foster inclusion, tolerance, and respect for diversity, equal opportunity, and nondiscrimination, equity, and inter-American cooperation and solidarity for integral development [UR (4/4/06): and promote public policies, jointly with organized civil society, to overcome social exclusion, marginalization, and social inequality];
UR/AR/CH (4/26/06): RECOGNIZING the [EC/GU/BR (4/26/04): racial] [VE/NIC 4/26/06: racial], ethnic, cultural, and religious diversity of the peoples of the Americas and its contribution to the development of our countries, and inspired by the need to encourage inclusion, tolerance and respect for diversity, equality of opportunity and non-discrimination, equity, and inter-American cooperation and solidarity for integral development and promote public policies, together with organized civil society, to overcome social exclusion, marginalization, and social inequity, in particular, addressing the needs of those individuals or groups in situation of vulnerability [UR/BR/AR/VE (4/26/06): in situation of vulnerability that requires special protection], such as [CA (4/26/06): inter alia] indigenous peoples, those of African descent, women, children, youth, elderly, disabled, victims of natural disasters, and ethnic or religious minorities;
UR (4/26/06): RECOGNIZING the ethnic, cultural, and religious diversity of the peoples of the Americas and its contribution to the development of our countries, and inspired by the need to encourage inclusion, tolerance and respect for diversity, equality of opportunity and non-discrimination, equity, and inter-American cooperation and solidarity for integral development and promote public policies, together with organized civil society, to overcome social exclusion, marginalization, and social inequity, in particular, paying special attention to gender-differentiated needs, the needs of indigenous peoples, Afro-descendents, and other peoples in vulnerable situations;
US (4/18/06): RECOGNIZING with pride the contributions of all persons – of all races, creeds, and countries of origin – to the cultural, religious, and linguistic diversity of this Hemisphere; DETERMINED to eliminate the vestiges of discrimination experienced by persons of African descent, the indigenous, women, religious minorities, and the disabled; and to prevent all forms of discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, national origin or age; and COMMITTED to developing political, social and economic policies that will promote inclusions, create opportunities, and better the lives of the poor and vulnerable within our societies;

4/26/06 The Chair requests the delegations of Uruguay, Mexico, Nicaragua and US to present an integrated proposal for paragraphs 10, 11, 21.

12. CONSIDERING that the bases for social development are to be found in equal opportunity and nondiscrimination, within the context of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, the rule of law, and good governance;
13. BEARING IN MIND that the Protocol of San Salvador on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights [US (3/14/06): applicable to the states parties thereto] emphasizes the great importance of the reaffirmation, development, improvement, and protection of those rights in order to consolidate the system of representative democratic government [UR/AR/VE (3/14/06): in order to consolidate the system of representative democratic government ;]
3/21/06 US expresses its willingness to eliminate its proposal made on 3/14/06 if the phrase” in order to consolidate the system of representative democratic government” is maintained.
VE (3/21/06): BEARING IN MIND [BA (3/21/06): BEARING IN MIND NOTING that member countries parties to] the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, known as the “Protocol of San Salvador,” emphasize the importance that these rights be reaffirmed, developed, improved, and protected in order to consolidate in the Americas, within the framework of democratic institutions and a system of personal liberty and social justice, based on respect for the essential rights of the individual and the right of its peoples to development, self-determination, and the free disposal of their wealth and natural resources;
14. CH/PA/UR (3/28/06): RECALLING That the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man and the American Convention on Human Rights and its Additional Protocol in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, “Protocol of San Salvador,” state [UR (3/28/06): state reiterate] that the essential rights of man are not derived from one’s being a national of a certain state, but are based upon attributes of the human person, for which reason they merit international protection in the form of a convention [GY (3/28/06): in the form of a convention which reinforces or complements] [UR/BR (3/28/06):  or complementing  the protection provided by the domestic law of  the American states;] [SKN/GY (3/28/06): for which reason they merit international protection in the form of a convention reinforcing or complementing the protection provided by the domestic law of the American states ;]
03/28/06 El Salvador requests that this paragraph be moved to under paragraph 4 or 5.

The Chair requested that El Salvador and the Secretariat present an alternative proposal for this text.

ES (05/11/06): TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, “Protocol of San Salvador,” reiterates that the essential rights of man are not derived from one’s being a national of a certain State, but are based upon attributes of the human person; and that  emphasize the importance of these rights being reaffirmed, developed, perfected, and protected in such a way as to reinforce and complement the protection provided by the domestic law of the American States.

El Salvador suggests merging paragraphs 13 and 14 and placing it after paragraph 6 
15. CONSIDERING that the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals is a priority commitment for the member states and that, despite the progress made, difficulties and needs persist, and thus there is as need to step up national and international community efforts through partnership for development in order to reach the goals agreed upon; 
16. Secretariat (4/26/06): RECOGNIZING that high levels of external indebtedness can place constraints on integral development and on the improvement of the quality of life of the inhabitants of the affected states, and that financing and debt relief can be an important source of capital for development, and reaffirming the need to support and implement the measures envisaged in the Final Document of the United Nations World Summit 2005 in order to find timely, effective, comprehensive, and durable solutions to the external debt problem;
US (4/18/06): CONVINCED of the need to support and implement the measures envisaged in the Final Document of the United Nations World Summit 2005 in order to find effective and durable solutions to the debt problems of affected countries in the Hemisphere;
17. TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the agreements, conventions, resolutions, declarations, recommendations, and other pertinent instruments [US (4/4/06): TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the agreements, conventions, resolutions, declarations, recommendations, and other pertinent instruments CONSCIOUS OF conventions and other instruments] of the United Nations  and its specialized agencies concerning the integral development of the human being and economic, social and cultural development and that it is particularly important for the promotion and protection of human rights; 
4/4/06 Pending consultations by Canada and US
18. TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO that, at the subregional level, member states  have committed to addressing the challenges of social development, in the CARICOM Charter of Civil Society, MERCOSUR’s Socio-Labor Declaration, and the Charter of Buenos Aires on Social Commitment in MERCOSUR, Bolivia and Chile, the Treaty on Social Integration for Central America, and the Andean Declaration on Social Development of CAN; 
4/4/06 Uruguay suggests moving this paragraph following  paragraph 19. 
19. EC/UR/VE/CH/ES/AR/GU (4/4/06): TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the regional instruments on Human Rights and integral development which develop the purposes and principles included in the OAS Charter [US (4/4/06): TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the regional instruments on Human Rights and integral development which develop the purposes and principles included in the OAS Charter CONSIDERING the advisability of bringing together in this document principles that guide social and economic development in the hemisphere that have previously been elaborated in a number of inter-American document,], such as, inter alia, the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, the American Convention on Human Rights, the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Declaration of Margarita, the Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination, the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human rights and gender equity and equality  the Declarations and Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas, especially those of Nuevo León and Mar del Plata, and the resolutions of the various ministerial meetings held under the auspices of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI); 
20. UR (4/4/08) VE/AR (4/18/06): CONVINCED of the need to promote [BR (4/18/06): to promote facilitate and welcome] [CR (4/18/06): need to promote that democratic governance requires the promotion of] citizen participation in the design and implementation of the public policies aimed at promoting equity and social inclusion, which will contribute to the reinforcement of democracy in our hemisphere, the strengthening of democratic governance and the promotion of decentralization in the decision- making process, transparency, accountability, and the fight against corruption;
US (4/18/06): CONVINCED that the commitment of good governance is essential to achieving all other development goals, and that efficient, transparent and accountable government, proper management of public affairs and public property, fairness, responsibility and equality before the law and a culture of transparency, accountability and rejection of corruption are vital to the prosperity of our citizens, the health of our economies and the strength of our nations; 
4/18/06 The Chair requests to the delegations of Mexico, Brasil, Uruguay, Costa Rica to present an alternative proposal to this paragraph.

21. AWARE that social exclusion results not only from poverty but that discrimination, intolerance, and the unsustainable use of natural resources may also exacerbate  social risks [UR (4/4/06) CO/PE (4/1806): social risks the situation of vulnerability of certain]of vulnerable [UR (4/4/06): vulnerable]  social groups [BR/EC (4/18/06): that require special protection] such as indigenous peoples, persons of African descent, migrants, women, [CO (4/18/06): children,] youths, the elderly, victims of natural disasters, [DR/PE (4/18/06): people with disabilities,] and ethnic or religious minorities; [PA/GU/BR (18/4/06) such as indigenous peoples, persons of African descent, migrants, women, youths, the elderly, victims of natural disasters, and ethnic or religious minorities,]

GU (4/18/06): AWARE that social exclusion results not only from poverty but that discrimination, intolerance, and the unsustainable use of natural resources may also exacerbate [VE 4/18/06: exacerbate exacerbated in] the situation of certain social groups, such as indigenous peoples, persons of African descent, migrants, women, [CO 4/18/06: children], youths, the elderly, victims of natural disasters, (DR/PER 4/18/06: people with disabilities,) and ethnic or religious minorities;
4/26/06 The Chair requests the delegations of Uruguay, Mexico, Nicaragua and US to present an integrated proposal for paragraphs 10, 11, 21.

22. BEARING IN MIND that economic growth with equity, understood as the whole set of public policies conducive to increasing and improving national income and its equitable distribution [CR (4/18/06): and best use], contributes in a significant way to the reduction of poverty and hunger, to the improvement of the standard of living of the population, and to the strengthening of democracy;

US (4/18/06): RECOGNIZING that sustained poverty reduction can only be achieved via economic growth, as well as the key role of the private sector in creating jobs, expanding opportunity, and reducing poverty; and committed to promoting economic freedom by improving conditions by which entrepreneurship can flourish;

AR (4/18/06): BEARING IN MIND that the significant reduction of poverty and hunger, the improvement of the people’s standards of living, and the strengthening of democracy can only result from the implementation of public policies aiming at generating economic growth with equity, understood as the increase of national income with its equal distribution;
23. TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that since critical poverty and inequity [CO (4/18/06): and violence] undermine [BR (4/18/06): the full enjoyment of] human rights, democratic governance, the consolidation of democracy, social development, and the tranquility and security of peoples and create adverse conditions for the maintenance of peace, it is essential to have a comprehensive economic and social policy perspective to promote the development of opportunities and human capabilities, respect for human rights, and the establishment of social safety nets;

BR (4/18/06) TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that extreme poverty and inequity and exclusion undermine the full enjoyment of human rights, democratic governance, the consolidation of democracy, and social development; erode social cohesion; and damage the security of the states, it is indispensable to have an integral perspective of social and economic policy to promote the development of human capacities, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, and the establishment of social safety nets; 
24. CONVINCED of the need to provide the inter-American system with an instrument that serves to orient the design, application, and enforcement of national and partnership for development policies aimed at promoting integral development and the eradication of poverty and inequity, as conditions for strengthening democratic governance, human development, and the progressive fulfillment of social, economic, and cultural rights; 

US (4/26/04): RESPECTFUL OF the different constitutional structures and requirements of the countries of the Hemisphere; and RECOGNIZING that this Social Charter is intended to support national efforts for democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty within the existing constitutional and juridical structures of each State;


CA (4/26/06): CONVINCED of the need to endow the inter-American system with an instrument that serves as a guide to develop, enrich, complement, and implement partnership and national policies and programmes aimed at promoting integral development and the eradication of poverty, inequality and inequity, as part of the strengthening of democratic governance, human development, and the fulfillment of social, economic, and cultural rights; 
4/26/06 The delegations of Brazil Venezuela, Argentina, Uruguay, and Ecuador expressed their disagreement with the original text and their intention to present alternative text. 
Trinidad and Tobago supports a revised version of the original draft.
25. IN FULFILLMENT of resolutions AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), [Secretariat (8/21/06) AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2241 (XXXVI-O/06)] which instructed the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action, which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty;
26. RD (4/26/06): TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that family is a natural and fundamental element of society and its right for social and State protection and that the strengthening of our nations depends on the stability of our families,
RESOLVES:

To adopt the following:
Social Charter of the Americas

GU(2/21/06): RECOGNIZING the contribution of indigenous peoples to the economic, social, cultural, and technological development of the countries of the Americas; and AWARE of the need to continue developing and promoting, together with these peoples, public policies enabling them to reaffirm their cultural identity; to overcome social exclusion, marginalization, and social inequity; and to effectively enjoy and exercise their social, economic, cultural, and other rights;  
4/26/06 The Working Group decided that this paragraph will be considered in the operative section.
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�.	Note from the Secretariat: The text in bold constitutes new proposals offered by member states to the document presented by the Secretariat; they have not yet been opened for discussion.





