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REPORT OF PERU FOR 2006

ON FOLLOW-UP TO THE INTER-AMERICAN DEMOCRATIC CHARTER


The Peruvian Government is convinced that the Inter-American Democratic Charter has contributed to the stability of democracy in the Hemisphere and that the observance of its principles and the implementation of its goals continue to be an obligation for each State of the region and for the region as a whole.

As a result of an initiative taken by Peru, the Charter was negotiated on the basis of the Political Declaration of the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, Canada, April 20-22, 2001) and adopted at the twenty-eighth special session of the OAS General Assembly (Lima, September 10-11, 2001).  By means of resolution AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03) the topic “Follow-up and Development of the Inter-American Democratic Charter” was adopted as a permanent General Assembly agenda item so that member states would report progress in promoting, disseminating, and implementing the Inter-American Democratic Charter.


Pursuant to this mandate, the present report aims to give an account of Peru’s principal progress over the past few years with respect to observance of the principles of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.

A.
ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF DEMOCRACY

The Inter-American Democratic Charter (Article 3) considers that essential elements of representative democracy include, among others, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, access to and the exercise of power in accordance with the rule of law, the holding of periodic, free, and fair elections based on universal suffrage and secret balloting as an expression of the sovereignty of the people, the pluralistic system of political parties and organizations, and the separation of powers and independence of the branches of government.


Article 43 of Peru’s Constitution establishes that Peru is a democratic, social, independent and sovereign republic.  Its government is unitary, representative, and decentralized, organized according to the principle of the separation of powers.  Among its primary duties, the State must guarantee full application of human rights (Article 44).


According to the Constitution, the power of the State derives from the people and whoever exercises this power does so subject to the limitations stipulated by the Constitution and the laws (Article 45).  The purpose of the electoral system is to ensure that voting reflects the authentic, free, and spontaneous opinion of the citizens and that the ballots mirror the exact and timely opinion of the electorate (Article 176).  It is recognized that political parties, movements, and alliances take part in the formation and manifestation of the popular will (Article 35).


Founded upon that Constitution, Peruvian democracy is facing major challenges and risks, as well as major opportunities.  It has the opportunity to consolidate its economic and institutional achievements.  But there are also risks stemming from the persistence of high levels of poverty and the inadequacy of the services provided by the State (UNDP, 2006:68).


In the eighties and nineties, Peruvian political and social players underwent a difficult learning process that has now enabled them to reach a broad consensus about the need to legitimize democracy with a State that promotes greater justice and less inequality (UNDP, 2006:69).  Without a doubt, the shaping of this broad consensus has been possible because, above all, of the National Agreement that was reached in 2001 and that is still in force to this day (see below).

1.
Respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms

	Democracy is indispensable for the effective exercise of fundamental freedoms and human rights (Article 7).

Member states reaffirm their intention to strengthen the inter-American system for the protection of human rights (…) (Article 8).





Since the adoption of the Democratic Charter, the Peruvian Government has firmly maintained its policy of respect for human rights, continued to sign and ratify international human rights instruments, abided by the resolutions issued by international courts regarding human rights, and been drawing up policies aimed at promoting and protecting human rights.  This is reflected in the twenty-eighth State Policy of the National Agreement, where the State pledges to adopt policies that guarantee the enjoyment and effective validity of the fundamental rights enshrined in the Constitution and in international treaties on the matter.


In December 2005, the Peruvian State submitted its first National Human Rights Plan for 2006-2010, which was drawn up jointly by the State and civil society.  This Plan was characterized by wide-ranging consultations, by means of 18 hearings throughout the country and with the participation of about 3,000 representatives of society’s most representative entities nationwide.


It should be noted that, in the framework of complying with the obligations stemming from judgments issued by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Peruvian State has paid more than US$6.3 million in 16 cases.  Likewise, it has publicly presented its apologies in cases such as those of Durand Ugarte, Barrios Altos, Cantoral Benavidez, Gómez Paquillauri, Pedro Huilca, among others.


Continuing its policy of ratifying international human rights instruments, Peru adopted the Rome Statute establishing the International Criminal Court, by means of Supreme Decree No. 079-2001-RE of October 5, 2001, as well as the Inter-American Convention on the Forced Disappearance of Persons in January 2002, and signed the Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity, which has been in force in Peru since November 2003.  Likewise, in May 2002, it ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflicts, as well as the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography.


Moreover, Peru recognized the jurisdiction of the Committee against Torture by means of Legislative Resolution No. 27830 of September 20, 2002, enabling the Committee to receive and examine the communications of States or individuals who claim to be victims of the violation of their rights.  Likewise, on July 25, 2006, Peru ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, thus permitting the Committee against Torture to visit Peruvian jails through a working group especially designated for this purpose.


It must be indicated that Peruvian criminal law has also included crimes against humanity:  genocide, forced disappearance, torture, to which must be added the criminalization of the offense of discrimination.


Finally, on July 29, 2005, the Peruvian Congress enacted Law No. 28592, which established the Comprehensive Compensation Plan for the victims of violence that occurred in the country between 1980 and 2000 at the recommendation of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  On July 6, 2006, the Executive adopted the regulations of the above-mentioned law, developing the contents of the compensation programs in health, education, restoration of rights, symbolic collective redress, and access to a housing solution as stipulated by law.


In this framework, the Government has entrusted the High-Level Multisectoral Commission (CMAN), in charge of compensations, with the task of coordinating with the Executive, regional governments, and other entities the implementation of the benefits to be granted.  It also envisages the program of individual economic compensations for the victims of assassination, summary execution, forced disappearance, and sexual violation and for the persons with permanent physical or mental disabilities stemming from proven assaults, aggression, and torture.

2.
Free and fair elections

	Essential elements of representative democracy include, among others, (…) the holding of periodic, free, and fair elections based on secret balloting and universal suffrage as an expression of the sovereignty of the people (Article 3).





This year, once again, Peru has held fair and transparent general elections which led to the election of President Alan García Pérez and of all members of the National Congress.  On November 19, 2006, municipal and regional elections will also be held.


As in 2001 for the presidential elections and in 2002 for the municipal and regional elections, this year the Organization of American States attended the elections with an Observation Mission, which confirmed the complete legitimacy of the electoral process.  At the behest of Peru, a new OAS mission will be observing the municipal elections next November.

B.
FUNDAMENTAL AND PRIORITY ELEMENTS FOR THE EXERCISE AND CONSOLIDATION OF DEMOCRACY

	The Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that transparency in government activities, probity, responsible public administration on the part of governments, respect for social rights, and freedom of expression and of the press are essential components of the exercise of democracy.  Likewise, the constitutional subordination of all state institutions to the legally constituted civilian authority and respect for the rule of law on the part of all institutions and sectors of society are equally essential to democracy (Article 4).

The Charter considers that the strengthening of political parties and other political organizations is a priority for democracy (Article 5) and that public participation, education, and the full exercise of workers’ rights are essential for the strengthening of democracy (Article 6, 10, and 16).





Over the past few years, Peru has made major efforts to build up its democracy by promoting dialogue and consensus building.  In mid-2000, a Dialogue and Consensus-Building Forum was established to facilitate dialogue between the Government and the opposition, with the active participation of civil society; it held 24 working sessions this year, at which 52 agreements were reached.


During the transitional administration of President Valentín Paniagua, the State established Dialogue Forums in 24 of the country’s departments in order to include the representatives of less-favored social sectors in the national dialogue.  In this context, in 2001, the National Labor Council and the Forum for the Fight against Poverty were installed as forums to consolidate the participation of civil society in the national decision-making process.


Afterwards, in 2002, during the administration of President Alejandro Toledo, the government, political parties, and civil society pledged to develop a dialogue, which culminated in the signing of a binding long-term National Agreement, which reached a consensus on 29 state policies that reflect a vision of a shared future on Peru.  Afterwards, the 30th state policy was agreed upon, focusing on the elimination of terrorism and the affirmation of national reconciliation.


The National Agreement, signed on July 22, 2002, between representatives of political parties, civil society organizations and the government, constitutes one of the most evident examples of the Peruvian State’s willingness to fulfill the commitments made in the Inter-American Democratic Charter.


The National Agreement’s objectives are the promotion of democracy and the rule of law; the achievement of equity and social justice; the development of the country’s competitiveness; and the consolidation of an efficient, transparent, and decentralized state.  In its framework, a total of 30 state policies have been adopted, aimed at reaching these goals, among which the consolidation of a democratic regime and the rule of law; the democratization of political life and the strengthening of the party system; poverty abatement; the promotion of equal opportunities for all without discrimination; access to education, health services and a decent job; sustainable development and environmental management; the promotion of ethics, transparency and the eradication of corruption; the due enforcement of the Constitution and human rights; access to information, freedom of expression and of the press, and the elimination of terrorism.


The National Agreement is without a doubt a demonstration of the importance of the participation of civil society in national political processes and the resulting consolidation of democracy in Peru.

1.
Transparency and access to information, the fight against corruption, and the administration of justice

	Transparency in government activities, probity, responsible public administration on the part of governments, respect for social rights, and freedom of expression and of the press are essential components of the exercise of democracy (Article 4).





The National Agreement embodies the commitment made by the State and civil society to assert ethical principles and social values that promote transparency and the trust in public administration.


Domestically, by means of Supreme Decree 120-2001-PCM, the National Commission for the Fight against Corruption and the Promotion of Ethics and Transparency in the Management of Public Affairs was established to promote the national policy to prevent and fight corruption and to foster ethics and transparency in the management of public affairs.


To make progress in these fields, over the past few years, the Peruvian State adopted, among others, the following standards:

· The Consolidated Text of Law 27806 and its amendments on transparency of, and access to, public information, a standard that promotes transparency in State actions and governs the basic right of access to information.  By virtue of this law, public administration entities must be governed by the principle of disclosure and must set up rules to which all procedures for this purpose must be adjusted.  The regulations for the above-mentioned law were adopted by means of Supreme Decree 072-2003-PCM of June 2003.

· Law 27815 of the Code of Ethics for Civil Service, which governs the conduct of public officials on the basis of the ethical principles that must govern the management of civil service.

· Law 28024, which governs the management of public administration interests.


As for the right to information, it is a right recognized in Peru in Article 2, paragraph 5 of the Constitution, which entitles all persons to request, without the need to indicate the reason, the information they require and to receive it from every public institution.  By virtue of the Transparency and Access to Public Information Act, all State offices are progressively fulfilling their obligation to publish on their websites information of public interest on their budgets, contracts, purchases, and staff salaries.


Law 28664 on the National Intelligence System (Sistema de Inteligencia Nacional–SINA), enacted in December 2005, has provided that the categories for the classification of information produced by this System are governed by the Transparency and Access to Public Information Act and has provided time-limits of 10, 15, and 20 years for declassifying information on national security.


It should also be noted that Peru continues to promote the topic of access to public information in the framework of the Hemisphere by submitting successive resolutions to the General Assembly and initiatives to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.  It must also be noted that, in January 2005, Peru hosted the First Regional Seminar on Access to Public Information in the region.


As for freedom of expression, Peru’s Political Constitution recognizes the freedom of information, opinion, and dissemination of thought in Article 2.4.  This principle has led to drafting the 29th state policy in the National Agreement, which provides for the pledge to safeguard the freedom of expression and the eradication of all practices that restrict this freedom, as well as to ensure the right of all citizens to true and impartial information.


As for the fight against corruption, over the past few years, district attorneys, prosecutors and judges of the state have continued their efforts to try, on behalf of the state, those public officials and authorities who have been accused of acts of corruption in the nineties.


As for the Office of the Ombudsman for Human Rights, it has broadened its field of action and periodically issued recommendations for the fight against corruption in the country.  For example, on August 16, 2006, along with the National Council for Public Ethics (Consejo Nacional para la Ética Pública–PROÉTICA), the Ombudsman’s Office launched a Campaign on “Education without Corruption” as part of the strategy to fight corruption in public administration.  Using the slogan “For a better education… report corruption,” the campaign sought to encourage the submittal of complaints to detect the main problems of corruption in the education sector, refer cases that are liable to legal proceedings to the competent institutions (Attorney General’s Office and the judiciary system), and promote public debate about corruption in the education sector.


Externally, Peru is making efforts to duly fulfill its international obligations in the framework of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption as well as the United Nations Convention against Corruption.  In terms of the Hemisphere, Peru is actively participating in the Committee of Experts of the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, which at its Sixth Meeting of Experts held on July 29, 2004, adopted the Peruvian report that sets forth the measures adopted by Peru to implement the above-mentioned Inter-American Convention.


Corruption and absence of autonomy over the past decades have severely undermined the administration of justice in Peru. In the past few years, major changes have taken place in the administration of justice in Peru, including the drafting in 2004 of a National Plan for the Comprehensive Reform of the Administration of Justice.  This Plan has established goals to enhance access to justice, reduce the backlog of proceedings, and improve the process of appointing and training judges.


Since 1999, the Peruvian State has substantially increased the budget for the Judiciary System, which rose from 18.3 million soles in 1999 to 43.3 million in 2005, leading to a substantial rise in remunerations for judges in Peru.

2.
Nondiscrimination in terms of gender, ethnicity, and race

	The elimination of all forms of discrimination, especially gender, ethnic and race discrimination (…) contribute to strengthening democracy and citizen participation (Article 9).





The National Agreement embodies the commitment of the State and civil society to effectively give priority to promoting equal opportunities.


Peru has a National Plan for Equality of Opportunities for Men and Women (2003-2010), which was drawn up with the consultation and participation of civil society. Likewise, with the objective of encouraging the promotion, development, and integration of indigenous and Afro-Peruvian peoples, at the start of the decade, the National Commission of Andean, Amazon, and Afro-Peruvian Peoples (Comisión Nacional de Pueblos Andinos, Amazónicos y Afroperuanos–CONAPA) was established and thereafter, in April 2005, the National Institute for the Development of Andean, Amazon, and Afro-Peruvian Peoples (Instituto Nacional de Desarrollo de Pueblos Andinos, Amazónicos y Afroperuanos–INDEPA) was set up.  INDEPA is the leading body in charge of proposing and overseeing compliance with national policies, as well as coordinating with regional governments the implementation of projects and programs aimed at promoting, defending, researching, and asserting the rights and development with identity of the Andean, Amazon, and Afro-Peruvian peoples.


Peru has promoted, through a series of legislative measures, the more equitable political participation of various sectors of society, for which purpose measures were adopted, including the establishment of gender and participation quotas for representatives of indigenous peoples and young people, on the basis of the following standards, among others:

· General Law 27387 for Elections, enacted on December 28, 2000, which provides that the slates of candidates to seats in Congress must be comprised of no less than 30% women or men.

· Law 27860 for Constitutional Reform of March 6, 2002, amending Article 191 of the Constitution, which provides that the Decentralization Law shall establish minimum percentages to ensure the accessibility of representatives of gender, native communities and original peoples in regional and town councils.

· Law 26864 for Municipal Elections, amended by Law 27734 of May 2002 and by Law 28869 of August 2006, which provides that the slates of candidates to municipal offices must be comprised of no less than 30% women or men, no less than 20% young citizens under 29 years of age, and a minimum of 15% representatives of native communities and original peoples from each province where they exist, as determined by the National Election Board.


As indicated in the following tables, in absolute terms, the number of women representatives in Congress has risen from 13 out of a total of 240 in 1985 to 35 out of a total of 120 congresspersons in 2006, which means that a substantial, albeit still insufficient, rise in the presence of women in the legislature has been recorded, from 6% to 29% during the above-mentioned period.

NUMBER OF CONGRESSPERSONS ELECTED BY GENDER 
AND BY CONGRESSIONAL TERM

	TERM OF OFFICE 
	TOTAL
	MEN
	WOMEN

	1980-1985
	240
	225
	15 (6.25%)

	1985-1990
	240
	227
	13 (5.4%)

	1990-1995
/
	240
	225
	15 (6.25%)

	1993-1995
/
	80
	73
	7 (8.75%)

	1995-2000
	120
	96
	24 (20%)

	2000-2005
/
	120
	96
	24 (20%)

	2001-2006
	120
	97
	23 (19%)

	2006-2011
	120
	85
	35 (29%)



At the same time, a substantial increase in the access of women to local government office was recorded.  Even when the percentage of mayors remained constant, in the period from 1985 to 2002, the number of city councilwomen also rose threefold, expanding representation from 8.5% to 24%.  It is expected that, with the above-mentioned regulatory provisions, these positive trends will be enhanced with the municipal and regional elections of November 2006.

PROVINCIAL, DISTRICT, AND REGIONAL MAYORS ELECTED, BY GENDER (PERU)

	1985-1998

	
	Total
	Men
	Women

	Provincial and district mayors
	1,813

(100%)
	1,760

(97%)
	53

(2.9%)

	City councilors
	11,007

(100%)
	10,074

(92%)
	933

(8.5%)

	1998-2002

	
	Total
	Men
	Women

	Provincial and district mayors
	1,814

(100%)
	1,757

(97%)
	57

(3.1%)

	City councilors
	11,771

(100%)
	8,945

(76%)
	2,826

(24%)


Source: Sixth CEDAW Report, MINDES, 2003, page 140


Finally, it must be pointed out that the current Council of Ministers chaired by Dr. Jorge del Castillo has incorporated five women, at the head of the Ministries of the Interior, of Justice, of Labor and Employment Promotion, and of Foreign Trade and Tourism, as well as in the Ministry for Women and Social Development.

3.
Consolidation of Political Parties and Public Participation

	The strengthening of political parties and other political organizations is a priority for democracy (Article 5).

Participation of the citizenry (Article 2) is a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy.  Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy (Article 6).





For Peru, this objective can be found in the National Agreement’s second state policy, whereby the State pledges to ensure the enforceability of the political party system by standards that consolidate domestic democracy, its financial transparency, and the dissemination of political programs and doctrines.


On this basis, on October 31, 2003, the Political Parties Law was enacted in Peru, indicating that political parties express democratic pluralism and are fundamental institutions for public participation and the very foundations of the democratic system.  The Law requires national parties to have accredited committees installed in one third of the country’s provinces and two thirds of the country’s departments.  The regulation also provides for the mandatory follow-up on domestic democratic mechanisms for the election of party leaders and candidates.


This regulation also establishes conditions for direct public funding of political parties, as well as for their funding by private donors.  Article 29 stipulates that only political parties that have seats in Congress can benefit from direct public funding.  For this purpose, it is determined that the State shall allocate the equivalent of 0.1% of the Tax Rate Unit
/ for every vote that is cast to elect congresspersons.


To avoid the fragmentation of party representation in Congress, in September 2005, Law 28617 was enacted, providing for an electoral ceiling amounting to 4% of votes in national elections or the election of at least five congresspersons in more than one voter district to be able to qualify for congressional representation (after the 2006 elections, the ceiling was increased to 5% and the minimum number of elected congresspersons to 6).


The main challenge for Peru in this field is establishing efficient follow-up and oversight mechanisms so that the Political Parties Act can duly achieve its goals of strengthening political parties and consolidating the system of democratic representation.


Another recent noteworthy event in Peru has been the signing of an Electoral Ethical Agreement in 2005 as a pledge of honor made by 27 political groups for the General Elections of 2006.  On the basis of this document, drawn up at the initiative of the National Elections Board (Jurado Nacional de Elecciones—JNE), the Andean Commission of Jurists (Comisión Andina de Juristas—CAJ), the National Agreement Forum (Acuerdo Nacional—AC), the Transparency Civil Association, and the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA), virtually all Peruvian political movements pledged to promote informed voting among citizens and to encourage debate and platforms during the elections that year.


In compliance with the National Agreement’s fourth state policy, this body and the Consensus-Building Forums against Poverty have continued to promote dialogue and consensus building among all organizations, whether political or from civil society, on the basis of tolerance, emphasis on points of consensus, and the respect for differences.  Likewise, civil society has continued to call for government transparency and probity in the management of public affairs.


The Peruvian State is promoting and guaranteeing the participation of civil society, but permanent consultation mechanisms need to be institutionalized in order to have interlocutors in the many areas that require the participation of civil society.

4.
Democracy, integral development and the fight against poverty

	Democracy and social and economic development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing (Article 11).

Poverty, illiteracy, and low levels of human development are factors that adversely affect consolidation of democracy (Article 12).





Ever since poverty reduction was included into the National Agreement as a state policy, in Peru a broad consensus between State, political sectors and civil society has been consolidated to give priority to fighting poverty and reducing social inequalities, by implementing integrative policies and mechanisms aimed at guaranteeing equal economic, social, and political opportunities.  A national consensus has also been consolidated regarding the need to have social spending focus on education, justice, public security and the fight against poverty (UNDP, 2006:86).


As a result of the Millennium Development Goals and the Declaration of Machu Picchu of 2001, Peru has pledged to reduce poverty by 50% by the year 2015.  To this end, the Consensus-Building Forum for the Fight against Poverty, established in 2001, has continued to function as a decision-making forum, in which State institutions, local government, various civil society bodies, churches and international cooperation agencies participate to reach an agreement by building a consensus about the most transparent, fair and efficient way to fight poverty in every region, province, and district of Peru.


In 2003, the Technical Secretariat of the Interministerial Commission of Social Affairs (Secretaría Técnica de la Comisión Interministerial de Asuntos Sociales–ST-CIAS) drafted the paper “Bases for the Strategy for Poverty Reduction and Economic Opportunities for the Poor” has been developing a master plan for a long-term social policy (2015).


Although economic growth in Peru over the past few years has not been enough to make up for current social lags, the data on poverty in Peru are promising.  According to the Economic and Social Report for 2001-2006, the percentage of poor families with at least one unmet basic need (necesidad básica insatisfecha–NBI) has declined progressively.  In 2001, the Peruvian population with at least one NBI amounted to 55.5% but this percentage dropped to 50.6% in 2005.  During the first quarter of 2006, this rate fell to 49%.  This evolution, stemming from responsible management of the economy and deliberate social policies, can only be confirmed if current conditions of stability and economic growth are maintained.


Over the past few years, the Peruvian State has been implementing a Plan for Poverty Reduction and a Strategy for Rural Development and Food Security which have focused State efforts on certain persistent pockets of indigence, such as those in the high Andean zone.  In this framework, in 2005, the social program called “Juntos” (Together) was launched; it is an initiative comprised of conditional subsidies, which in its first phase has granted about 100,000 families living in extreme poverty access to health, education, and nutrition services by the allocation of monetary incentives.  For 2006, the budget for this Program was increased to 300 million new soles and will benefit 200,000 families.


The Peruvian State has declared that the education sector is in a state of emergency and has undertaken various initiatives in the framework of the Social Covenant on Mutual Commitments for Education for 2004-2006, through the National Education Council.  In this field, the challenges are to improve the quality of teaching, especially in the rural sector.  It should be indicated that, in 2001, the budget for the education sector amounted to 5.1 billion new soles whereas in 2006 the budget was increased by more than 80%, amounting to 9.6 billion new soles. Likewise, the salaries of public school teachers have been increased by almost 50% (as a result, in 2006 certified teachers earned 1,208 soles a month, in contrast to 740 new soles in 2001).


The Ministry of Education has announced that a plan to eradicate illiteracy in the regions of Ayacucho and Huancavelica in less than one year will start up in October 2006 with the support of Spain and the application of international teaching methodologies (the illiteracy rate in Huancavelica among the population of 15-year-olds and over is 22%, and in Ayacucho it is 19.5%, in contrast to a national average of 8.1%).


As for health, major progress has been made in providing service coverage through health centers and units and the Comprehensive Health Insurance System.  The challenge is to increase the quality of services provided and to improve preventive environmental health.  Regarding this, the mortality rate has declined in the child population thanks to the Comprehensive Health Insurance System in rural and marginal urban areas.  According to figures from the National Statistics Institute (Instituto Nacional de Estadísticas–INEI), in 2000 there were 47 deaths for every thousand births, whereas by 2005 this figure declined to 32.

5.
Promoting democratic culture

	Education is key to strengthening democratic institutions, promoting the development of human potential, and alleviating poverty and fostering greater understanding among our peoples (Article 16).

Democracy is a way of life based on liberty and enhancement of economic, social, and cultural conditions for the peoples of the Americas (Article 26).





Since the adoption of Supreme Decree 197-2003-RE, Peru has incorporated into its preschool, primary, secondary, and advanced technological education and teaching the principles and standards of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.  In these regulations, the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs were entrusted with the task of publishing and distributing popular editions of the text of the Inter-American Democratic Charter in Spanish and native languages.


The National Teacher Formation and Training Department of the Ministry of Education has translated the Inter-American Democratic Charter into Quechua, as part of a national strategy to promote and disseminate the Charter, consolidating the commitment to eliminate all forms of discrimination based on ethnic origins.


The Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD), in the framework of the Hemispheric Program to Raise Awareness about the Inter-American Democratic Charter (2003-2006), has been conducting a Regional Distance Education Course for Teachers.  The course is aimed at training and providing basic refresher courses for teachers of the region to promote a popular democratic culture, as well as foster the building of long-term educational options that make it possible to incorporate the formation of democratic values and practices among the Hemisphere’s future generations.
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On May 23, 2006, the Second Regional Distance Education Course for Teachers on the Inter-American Democratic Charter and Teaching Democratic Values and Practices was inaugurated, targeting a pilot group of teachers from public education institutions of the Ministry of Education.  Likewise, since March 27, 2006, an experimental training module of the Course is being taught, aimed at 150 primary and secondary school teachers of the Asociación Fe y Alegría (Faith and Joy Association), with support from the OAS.
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�.	The term of office for congresspersons elected for this period was interrupted on April 5, 1992.


�.	The reference is to the elections for the Democratic Constituent Congress


�.	The effective term of office for congresspersons was from July 28, 2000 to July 27, 2001.


�.	The Tax Unit amounts to 3,100 soles, or about US$900.
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