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1. Approval of the order of business


The Council approved the order of business; document CP/OD-1559/06.

· In Memoriam


The Permanent Council paid tribute to the memory of the former President of Trinidad and Tobago, Mr. Noor Hassanali, who passed away on August 25, 2006. The Council observed a moment of silence.

· Welcoming of new Ambassador of Colombia


The Permanent Council welcomed the new Permanent Representative of Colombia, Ambassador Camilo Alfonso Ospina Bernal.

· Expression of solidarity with Ecuador


The Permanent Council expressed its solidarity with the people and government of Ecuador on the tragedy caused by the eruption of the volcano last month that caused the loss of life and destroyed thousands of homes and fields of crops. 

2. Commemoration of the anniversary of the death of the Liberator General Don José de San Martín

The Permanent Council commemorated the anniversary of the death of the Liberator General Don José de San Martín.  The Council took note of the remarks presented by the Delegation of Argentina. 

3. Seventh Report of the Secretary General on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia

The Secretary General, in compliance with resolution CP/RES. 859 (1397/04), presented to the Permanent Council the Seventh Report of the Secretary General on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (CP/doc. 4148/06).

The Council took note of the report and of the additional information presented by Ambassador Camilo Ospina Bernal, Permanent Representative of Colombia.

4. Preliminary report of the Electoral Observation Mission of the OAS on the General Elections held in Guyana

Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, presented a preliminary report of the Electoral Observation Mission of the OAS on the general elections that were held in Guyana on August 28, 2006.  Additional information was also presented by Ambassador Bayney R. Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana.
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The Council took note of the report and of the comments made by the Permanent Representative of Guyana.

5. Date of the Special Meeting of the Permanent Council to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the adoption of the Inter-American Democratic Charter


The Permanent Council, in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06), agreed to convene on September 12, 2006, the Special Meeting to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the adoption of the Inter-American Democratic Charter. Subsequently, it considered and adopted the draft order of business submitted by the General Committee (CP/CG-1697/06 rev. 2). 

6. Election of the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs


The Permanent Council elected by acclamation, Ambassador Francisco Villagran, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, as chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs.

7. Other business

· The Chair of Permanent Council read a statement congratulating the people of Mexico for the conclusion of its electoral process.

· Farewell:  On behalf of the Permanent Council, the Chair bid farewell to Ambassador Paul Durand, Permanent Representative of Canada.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1559/06.
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