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The Permanent Council held a special meeting on the theme: “The Promotion of Agricultural and Rural Development in the Hemisphere”. This special meeting was coordinated with the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA).
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During the special meeting the Council took due note of the following presentations:

1. Agriculture, Rural Poverty and the Millennium Development Goals by Dr. Chelston W. D. Brathwaite, Director General, IICA.

2. A Renewed IICA to Face the New Challenges of the 21st Century by Lizardo de las Casas, Director of the Office for the Follow-Up of the Summits of the Americas, IICA.

3. Hemispheric Program in Biotechnology by Assefaw Tewolde, Director of Biotechnology and Biosafety Unit, IICA.

4. Agro-tourism Development in the Caribbean by Ena C. Harvey, IICA Representative in 
Barbados.

5. Strengthening Agricultural Health and Food Safety in the Hemisphere by Ana Marisa Cordero, Specialist in Agricultural Health and Food Safety, IICA.

6. IICA’s Contribution to the Promotion of Rural Prosperity in Nicaragua by Gerardo Escudero, IICA Representative in Nicaragua.

7. IICA’s Contribution to the Promotion of Rural Prosperity in Haiti by Alfredo Mena, IICA Representative in Haiti.


In conclusion the Permanent Council also took note of the comments made by delegations as well as the recommendation made by the Permanent Representative of Panama that, when next year this Council considers IICA´s Annual Report to be transmitted to the XXXVII regular session of the General Assembly, it becomes an opportunity to have a dialogue on IICA´s activities. 
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1562/06.
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