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Summary of the meeting of September 22, 2006

After the order of business was adopted, the Chair of the Working Group on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas, Ambassador Abigail Castro de Pérez, suggested a procedure for preparing the Social Charter.  Her proposed work plan has the following components:  temporary suspension of negotiation of the preamble and initiation of negotiations on the operative section of the Social Charter; definition of the type of Social Charter to be drafted; holding of informational meetings with experts and with key organizations in this area; establishment of procedures for application of the Social Charter; analysis of the Organization’s role; reflection on the Plan of Action.

Ambassador Castro Pérez referred to the Secretariat support required in order for work to begin and to ensure effective implementation of this procedure. She entrusted the Secretariat with the following tasks: place the present situation in context, on the basis of document GTC/CASA/doc.34/06 corr. 1; redistribute the Secretariat document “Background and Proposals for Drafting the Social Charter of the Americas”; research follow-up mechanisms for this type of instrument; define requirements for drafting the operative section; identify specialized organizations that could serve as technical reference points for specific areas or topics.

The Chair also offered a tentative work calendar for the coming six months.  It envisions informational meetings with experts, negotiating sessions, and meetings of chairs and vice chairs of the Working Group.  In addition, she suggested a deadline of September 28 for the submission of alternative texts by delegations who had presented observations on the draft preamble.

The delegations expressed various views on the procedural proposal and on the work calendar. They reached consensus on leaving discussion of the preamble aside for the moment and beginning with the operative section. Delegations also reaffirmed that discussion and negotiation of the operative section must begin without delay.

Delegations said it was important to define the type of document the Social Charter was to be, in terms of its content and juridical nature.  Some delegations reiterated their position that the Social Charter should take a legal approach. Other delegations said the Social Charter should not be legally binding.

Also discussed was the holding of informational meetings with experts and with leading organizations in the field. The delegations accepted the proposal but called for a balance of viewpoints among the various speakers. The delegations of Mexico and Costa Rica proposed a number of experts on the matter who could be invited. Delegations stressed that meetings with organizations should be strictly informational and separate from the framework of negotiations on the Draft Social Charter. 

On possible follow-up mechanisms for the Social Charter, some delegations said that the responsibility for assessing compliance with the commitments made would fall to the states themselves.  The possible role of the OAS in this area was also discussed; it was suggested that the Organization could support the member states through cooperation.

Also discussed were the functions to be entrusted to the Secretariat. Some delegations suggested that it begin to draft the operative section.  Others remarked that, beforehand, certain aspects of the content should be defined and the Secretariat should be provided with the instrument tools for this task.

Following comments by delegations and the ensuing discussion, the Chair finalized the agreements reached. Delegations welcomed the Venezuelan delegation’s proposal to support the Secretariat to ensure its efficient performance. It was decided to defer negotiation of the preamble and initiate negotiation of the operative section of the Social Charter.  It was also decided to hold an initial discussion on the nature and content of the Social Charter.
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