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We would first like to congratulate the Chair and express our sincere appreciation to her for her willingness to dedicate herself to this important work.  We are grateful to both the Chair and the Secretariat for their dedicated and thoughtful effort in preparing a proposed methodology and work plan to guide our deliberations and negotiations of a Social Charter over the next six months.

We believe it is fundamentally important to resolve the issue of the ‘type” of document we are negotiating, as a prerequisite basis to guide the orientation we bring to negotiating the operative section of the Charter, to engaging civil society, to preparing a Plan of Action, and to establishing a monitoring mechanism.   For this reason, we welcome the indication in the work plan that this will be the focus of discussions at our next two scheduled meetings, planned for the weeks of Oct. 23 and 30.  Without clarification on this issue, we believe it is important to be clear about what is implied in the work plan’s provision for the Oct. 30 meeting to “request the Secretariat to present a draft operative section.”  Presumably this request would only be appropriate once we have established the “type” of document which we are striving to complete. 
To respond to the issue just raised by the Chair, of whether we are dealing with rights, principles, aspirations or commitments, our delegation is of the view that, in accordance with the original 2004 GA resolution (AG/RES. 2056), the mandate we have been given is clear.  As stated in that resolution, we are to focus on “the principles of social development and establish specific goals and targets that would reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization on democracy, integral development and the fight against poverty.”  That mandate has been endorsed at subsequent GAs, and at the Mar del Plata Summit, so there is really no ambiguity; the emphasis is on principles.  We believe the Charter and its Plan of Action should include broad provisions for action, in accordance with goals and targets agreed to, and provide guidance to member states. 

We believe all the issues identified in the work plan are important, but that appropriate ordering is critical to how we will proceed.  We welcome provision for experts and relevant organizations to contribute to our work, but believe these sessions should be separate and distinct from negotiating sessions, perhaps alternating week to week.   
However, before we adopt a schedule we believe it is important to reach agreement on the “type” of document, and then revisit the ordering of the work plan accordingly.  In our view, it is probably preferable to discuss ways to involve civil society (currently scheduled for week of Nov. 27) prior to discussing monitoring and follow-up (currently proposed for weeks of Nov. 6 & 13).  While we welcome the attention to provision for monitoring, it is difficult to discuss monitoring in the abstract, without some clarity on content, type of Charter and nature and orientation of Plan of Action. 

Engaging civil society in OAS deliberations has become institutionalized over the past 5 or 6 years, so it is important that we address this issue thoughtfully, and make provision for consultations early on in the process, or it could come back to haunt us later.   
Coincidentally, I attended a session at the Inter-American Dialogue earlier this morning, where the presentation and discussion focussed on the Ibero-american Barometer on Governability.  Of particular relevance and interest was the authors’ highlighting of survey respondents, from throughout Latin America, who identified three main problems facing their countries and the region, namely: the gap between rich and poor, unemployment and corruption.  Placed in rank order of priority for governments to address, respondents identified unemployment as the most important problem, followed, in rank order by corruption, the economy and public security.  Obviously, all of these issues are related to the gap between rich and poor, which is more extreme in the Americas than any other region in the world.  Presumably these are the priority issues which civil society would like the Social Charter to address.  

Finally, we believe the Plan of Action, currently scheduled for discussion the week of Dec. 4, should be based on a review of relevant Plans of Action provisions in various Summit and I-A Ministerial documents.  In our view, most of the ingredients are already there, and could simply be consolidated by the Secretariat into a compendium document as a basis for our discussions, and this could be completed in the next few weeks, rather than waiting until the first week of December.  We believe that such a compendium would serve as an extremely valuable reference document to inform the negotiations of the operative paragraphs of the Social Charter.
Thank-you Madam Chair.  
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