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This document was prepared by the Summits Secretariat to provide member states of the Organization of American States with information on the civil society organization (CSO) Consejo Nacional del Comercio y los Servicios (Consecomercio)
The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.” This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by CONSECOMERCIO in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1.
Background

CONSECOMERCIO is a business organization founded in Caracas, Venezuela, in 1971.  It carries out initiatives that promote sustainable economic and social well-being within an ethical, competitive, and just environment.
CONSECOMERCIO’s main functions include the promotion of regional economic integration, increased trade, and negotiations between the different regional integration systems. It also seeks to provide the elements necessary to establish small and medium-size businesses and to coordinate activities of chambers of commerce and other associations representing the services sector in their efforts to promote the economic development of the country.

CONSECOMERCIO’s projects include analysis and planning of strategies to establish the principles of economic freedom and private initiative and to promote a society that is capable of creating well-being for all its citizens.  CONSECOMERCIO acts as a forum for the development, study, and review of programs and projects in the area of economic integration in order to stimulate free enterprise in the Hemisphere, the strengthening of freedom of its citizens, and human rights.

CONSECOMERCIO receives financing through affiliated organizations and the holding of events such as its Annual Assembly and the Trade and Services Week. CONSECOMERCIO carries out its activities in collaboration with associations and companies in Venezuela.

CONSECOMERCIO filed its application with the OAS on November 22, 2005.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name: 

Consejo Nacional del Comercio y los Servicios (CONSECOMERCIO)
Address:

Edificio Cámara de Comercio de Caracas – Piso 6


Avenida Andrés Eloy Blanco – No 215 Los Caobos


Caracas, Venezuela
Telephone:

58-212-576-9111

Fax:

58-212-576-5066 / 576-1021

E-mail address:

informacion@consecomercio.org.ve
Website:

http://www.consecomercio.org.ve
President:

Noel Álvarez
Date established:

December 12, 1971

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities


CONSECOMERCIO’s main objective is to create equal opportunity as a basis for sustainable social well-being, which can then strengthen the democratic system.  This business organization seeks to generate and enhance civil society participation, through the following objectives:

· Promoting and developing training programs for small and medium-size enterprises.

· Promoting and disseminating best practices related to corporate responsibility to the countries of the region.

· Carrying out initiatives in order to undertake business training programs within the framework of cooperation treaties to support training and promote competitiveness among businesses.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS


CONSECOMERCIO can contribute to OAS efforts through activities that promote business development, inter alia:

· Developing programs for institution-building in chambers of commerce and the private sector in the Americas through the exchange of experiences and knowledge.

· Holding forums and seminars aimed at disseminating knowledge to enhance the economic and social development of businesses.

· Conducting economic studies to keep business persons in Venezuela informed and up to date.

· Strengthening cooperation among chambers of commerce in the region and representatives of the private sector with a view to creating new employment, promoting transfers of new technologies, and drawing up commercial policies and investment opportunities.

5.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

CONSECOMERCIO believes it can contribute to OAS efforts in fostering economic integration, promoting equal opportunity, and strengthening the democratic system by: 

· Collaborating with the Department of Trade, Tourism and Competitiveness of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to respond to the need for information from the public through conferences, presentations, publications, training courses, and the preparation of technical documents; and increasing commercial exchanges and economic integration in the Hemisphere with SEDI.

· Supporting the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and its Secretariat in reaching its goal of promoting integral development in the Americas, through cooperation among countries and coordination among chambers of commerce and the private sector in the countries of the region.

· Offering consultancy services to the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (AICD) in its support to the private sector and in technical cooperation to the member states.
· Disseminating and following up on the mandates of the Declaration and Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas that are geared to the generation of employment, with special emphasis on promoting small and medium-sized enterprises.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS, dated November 22, 2005

· Article of Incorporation, dated December 12, 1971

· Annual Report, 2004-2005

· Certified Public Accountants’ Financial Reports, dated February 28, 2005 and February 29, 2004 (audited by PricewaterhouseCoopers)
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