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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATED TO THE APPLICATION BY THE
FUNDACIÓN CULTURA DEMOCRÁTICA 
TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES


This document was prepared by the Summits Secretariat to provide member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization Fundación Cultura Democrática- FUCUDE (Democratic Culture Foundation) of Colombia.

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by FUCUDE in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background
FUCUDE, founded in Colombia on July 17, 1992, focuses on the integral development of Colombians, their lands, communities, institutions, and organizations, through the dissemination, defense, development, and full exercise of fundamental human rights, thus promoting the search for peace, democratic participation, and environmental protection.

Its general purpose is to help reinforce democratic culture based on an organized, responsible, tolerant, pluralistic, and participatory civil society, by promoting and upholding the Political Constitution of 1991.

The Foundation carries out programs, projects, and activities in diverse areas, with a special interest in the promotion of citizen participation and the strengthening of social processes.  It is experienced in promoting development plans, working with incidence strategies, and strengthening community dynamics.  Likewise, the Foundation makes regional assessments of the defense of human rights, the application of international humanitarian law, institutional modernization of regional governments, and mechanisms for citizen participation in local management.
FUCUDE is divided into the following working areas:

· The Peace, Human Rights, and International Humanitarian Law Area

· The Local Development and Citizen Participation Area

· The Communication Strategy and Publications Team

FUCUDE receives income from membership dues and from monthly assessments from each of its members.  Moreover, it has implemented cooperation programs with resources from the Bogotá Mayor’s Office, UNICEF, USAID, UNDP, the Office of the Presidency of Colombia, and the Embassy of the Netherlands, among others.
FUCUDE filed its application with the OAS on April 19, 2006.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name: 


Fundación Cultura Democrática (FUCUDE)
Address:

Avenida 19 # 3-50, oficina 11-04 Torre A. 



Bogotá, Colombia

Telephone:

571-286-8630
Fax:


571-286-9072
E-mail:


fucude@tutopia.com, fucude@etb.net.co
President:

Álvaro Villarraga Sarmiento
Director:

Nelson Plazas Niño 
Secretary:

Martha Gutiérrez
Date established:  
July 17, 1992
3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

FUCUDE is interested in contributing to OAS activities through the following:
· Supporting measures to promote the Inter-American Democratic Charter 

· Encouraging and contributing to actions involving citizen and community participation, social development based on equity, and the legitimate exercise of government

· Promoting and disseminating information on activities regarding promotion and defense of human rights, acknowledging the importance of the regional system for their protection and the work of intergovernmental bodies, such as the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights

· Facilitating and promoting forums for consultation, discussion, negotiation, and participation by civil society, in particular at-risk groups and communities

· Calling for forms of civil resistance to terrorism, drug trafficking, the use of illegal weapons, and armed conflict

· Supporting all aspects of peace, demobilization, and reinsertion processes in Colombia

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

FUCUDE considers that the principal contributions of interest to the OAS are the following:

· Fostering discussion and the exchange of views on institutional and social development on specific topics in the national and regional spheres

· Helping to invigorate the work of existing social networks in areas related to human rights, social rights, and environmental law

· Monitoring the implementation of commitments made under conventions as well as by the international community in the human rights area

· Promoting compliance with international humanitarian law and fostering the promotion of definitive political resolution of armed conflict the world over

5.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives
FUCUDE pledges to work in the following areas:

· Promotion of programs that make an effective contribution to civil society participation in activities related to the defense of democracy and institutional development, together with the Department for the Promotion of Good Governance of the Secretariat for Political Affairs

· Support for the activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights 

· Monitoring of the protection of human rights and the promotion of nondiscrimination and social and gender equity in support of the most vulnerable social sectors, in collaboration with the IACHR and the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

· Promotion of the defense of at-risk groups, the peaceful settlement of armed conflict, and the observance of international humanitarian law, with assistance from the Department of Crisis Prevention and Special Missions of the Secretariat for Political Affairs

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS, dated April 19, 2006

· Articles of Constitution

· Certificate of Adoption of the Bylaws

· Annual report for January 1, 2005 – December 31, 2005

· Institutional mission statement

· Financial statements for 2005
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